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A DoT view
My news this month is the
change of email address for
Dorchester News.

Following the demise of the old
vilage  website we are
transferring the  Dorchester
News to the Dorchester Abbey
domain.

Many thanks to the Abbey for
agreeing to do this, but it means
that if you have sent emails to
Dorchester News in the past
you will need to update to the
new address which is given at
the bottom of this page.

Turning to other matters, we are
delighted to see the return of
the Village Fete to the
Recreation Ground. Well done
to the Cricket Club for taking
this on and | am sure we are all
looking forward to a bit of welly-
wanging or whatever else the
guys have in store for us. Let's
just hope for some good
weather.

For the more sedate of us the
Open Gardens is the week
before the fete, always a good
opportunity to go and look at
other people’s gardens and try
to get to some tips as to how
they all look so wonderful.

Summer is really here.
lan Brace

Editorial Team
lan Brace, Megan Parry

Printed by
Artisan Print Solutions



Talking Point Rev’d Canon Rachel Carnegie

‘You've got to grow, grow, grow big in
love.” If you happen to be passing the
Abbey’s Cloister Garden on the first
Sunday afternoon of the month, you
will hear a group of children with
parents and friends singing these
words. This is the Forest Church, part
of the Abbey’s offering for children and
families, along with the lovely Family
Service and other activities.

Over the spring, it has been a joy to
see children excitedly planting daffodil
bulbs and blackcurrant bushes and
making a bug hotel (definitely 5 star),
with superb support from the DOTS
gardening team. Together we have
also been making mobiles and collages
to celebrate our beautiful environment,
our shared home —and to give thanks
for this gift and think about how we
can love and protect it. And we also

created an Easter Garden to reflect on
the promise of new life in Jesus’
resurrection.

With the arrival of June, the village is
now in full bloom. It was a long winter,
and we have lost so many beloved
people in our community. We think of
those of us who are grieving, for whom
the world may seem to have lost its
colour - for whom we pray that the
message of the Easter garden can bring
hope. And this is where our community
itself becomes like a living and loving
forest, grounded with roots of
relationship, connected by branches of
friendship and care.

| recently read a book called The
Hidden Life of Trees by Peter
Wohlleben, a forester. He had
observed that trees are not individual

Service Information |

See service list in Dorchester Diary, page 34 but please

check with your minister.

Most parishes send a weekly email with service information;
if you want to receive this email — and for up to date
information about services - please call the Team Office on
01865 340007 or email admin@dorchester-abbey.org.uk

isolated entities, but rather are bound
together in communities, helping to
protect, feed and sustain one another.
Trees form communities able to share
nutrients through their root networks.
It seems that trees understand that
supporting the whole forest is best for
the well-being of all.

This is what | have observed and
experienced in our community — how
we love and care for one another,
especially at our times of need, so that
as a whole community we can live and
flourish together, while also looking
out into the needs of the wider world.
And as the children sing at Forest
Church — may we continue together to
‘grow, grow, grow big in love’.

God bless,

Rachel

Dorchester Abbey
Famfg Service

Sunday 8™ June 2025 10.30am

You are warmly invited to join us
for Bible stories, music and refreshments

Come and find and count the wildlife in
our churchyard: help us to ‘Care for
God's Acre’ as part of the Churches

Count on Nature 2025

Caring for God's Acre is the conservation charity for Burial
Grounds across the UK
Protecting Wildlife - Preserving Heritage - Involving People
www.caringforGodsacre.org.uk

Ev‘enté in the' Al}.be)h
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Saturday 28 June 7.30pm Benson Choral Society

Summer concert on 28th June, guest conductor Harry Sever will
direct Benson Choral Society and members of the British
Sinfonietta for a performance of John Rutter's beautiful Requiem
coupled with Tarik O'Regan's haunting work Dorchester
Chronicles. The concert will be completed by our wonderful
accompanist Anita D'Attellis joining members of the orchestra to
play Mozart's concerto for flute, harp and piano. Tickets from
£17 unreserved / £20 reserved.
https://www.bensonchoralsociety.org.uk/

Ordination Service
29 June
Ordination of Priests service at Dorchester Abbey: We are
delighted that on this occasion one of the ordinands is our very
own Emma. We have been so blessed by her diaconal
ministry over the last year — do come to support and pray for
her as she is ordained priest.

See page 4 for further information.

Contact the Abbey Office

If you are feeling fragile or alone at home, and would like to
have a home visit or Communion at home, please contact
Sandie or Sam at the Abbey Office on 01865 340007.

Dorchester News June 2025
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DORCHESTER ABBEY
Sunday 29th June

8.00am Holy Communion

A simple said service in the traditional words of the Book of Common Prayer

10.30am The Ordination of Priests

The service will include Holy Communion and will be conducted by
the Bishop of Dorchester, The Rt Revd Gavin Collins.
Preacher: Revd Jane Hemmings, Area Director of Ordinands

Everubooi’s welcone
Yooy
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s June is a critical month on the allotments as

temperatures rise and daylight hours peak, bringing vigorous
growth. Action now will help maximise the harvest and give
you the satisfaction of seeing rapid results. At time of writing,
we are desperate for some gentle, persistent rain. Without
any guarantee that our wishes will be answered, we need to
be smart to keep our plots productive.

1. Planting and Sowing

June still offers opportunities for sowing vegetables
(especially if you want to enter the vegetable show in
September!). Consider:

® Salad — Lettuce, rocket, and radishes can be sown in
succession for continuous supply.

® Carrots — Sow directly into well-prepared soil for a late
summer harvest.

® Beetroot - ideal for succession

planting.

® Runner and French beans — should thrive now that the
risk of frost is low.

Quick to mature,

® Courgettes and squashes — can now be planted out or
sown directly.

2, Watering and Feeding Wisely

During dry spells, consistent watering is essential. It is
advisable to water early morning or late evening to reduce
evaporation. Aim at the base of the plants rather than
spraying the leaves and consider watering deeply twice a
week rather than shallow, frequent watering. Please
remember not to water directly from a hose (against the
allotment rules). Use mulch (straw, bark, or compost) to retain
moisture and suppress weeds.

Given the active growth, plants require proper feeding on our
light soil. Apply liquid tomato feed to flowering and fruiting
crops and use seaweed extract to strengthen plants against

Hempcroft Allotments
June

drought and disease. Incorporate organic material (compost)
to enrich soil health and fertility whilst retaining moisture.

3. Pest and Disease Management

Summer brings an increase in pests, so vigilance is key. Keep
an eye out for slugs/snails — use organic deterrents if
necessary. Watch for blackfly on broad beans — pinch out the
tips to prevent infestation. Protect brassicas and peas with
netting against cabbage white butterflies and remove
asparagus beetles (adults and larvae) from the growing
fronds to avoid them being stripped.

4. Supporting Growth

Many plants require structural support to maximise the crop.
Tomatoes and beans need sturdy stakes or canes — and don’t
forget to pinch out side shoots from tomato plants for better
fruit production. Peas thrive with netting or twig supports,
whilst climbing squashes can be trained on cane wigwams to
save space.

5. Harvesting

Some crops should be ready to be picked now. Strawberries
should be harvested regularly to encourage more fruit and
early potatoes can be lifted when flowers begin to fade.
Asparagus can be picked until mid-dJune after which the
growth should be left to nourish the crown. Broad beans are
best picked young - don'’t let them become starchy.

6. General Maintenance

More than ever, now is the time to keep on top of weeding to
prevent competition for nutrients. And for those of you
growing flowers, remember to deadhead regularly to prolong
blooming and support pollinators.

Please get in touch if you are interested in taking on an
allotment .

Roger Seabrook

seabrr01@hotmail.com

Thieving short-sighted Red Kite

Dorchester resident, Liz Hall, recently lost her spectacles to
a Red Kite that swooped down and took them off the
garden table at which she was sitting.

We probably all know of their
tendency to steal food, but this is
the first time | have heard of one
taking other objects.

Liz would like to remind all
residents to watch out for these
birds and try to make sure that
you don’t leave things in the
open that might attract them.
They have been known to injure
people.

She would also like to ask
anyone who comes across a pair of orange oval varifocal
glasses, discarded by a Red Kite with a different
prescription to hers, to contact Dorchester News and we
will reunite her with them.

When ‘Thank You’ doesn't

seem enough!
Chris Timms, Marilyn, Terry, Alison and all the
grandchildren would like to say a massive thank you to
everyone who came to celebrate Brian's life. We were
overwhelmed with how many people turned up, it meant such
a lot to know that he was so well loved and thought of.

Jane we thank you for the beautiful service and comfort you
gave and are still doing.

Chadwicks were absolutely amazing from the first time we
spoke to them.

The food and service we had from The White Hart was
brilliant and their choice of clothes didn't go unnoticed,
thanks.

The donations from so many people has reached an amazing
£1000, WOW! which The British Heart foundation and
Diabetic society will be delighted with.

It's been so hard for everyone, as you can understand, but
we have had much comfort from you all being there for us.

Many many thanks from us all to you

Dorchester News June 2025
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ZNnhorted

Expertise in Horticulture

Stunning Garden Designs
Expert Construction
Meticulous Maintenance
Bring your dream garden to life!

Check out our newly redesigned website
or book a consultation and visit now!

www.horted.co.uk
M: 075659 79689 Chartered Institute of
stu@horted.co.uk

In House
Sales & Lettings

" THINI\ING OF

SELLING OR
LETTING?

Get in touch with your Local & Award Winning Estate Agent,
for a free, no obligation valuation on your property

Contact Us

Dorchester News June 2025 6



St Birinus Primary
School News

We're so happy to be back in school for the
Summer term and we’re looking forward to lots
of our usual events such as Festival of Voices
in the Abbey, sports afternoon, some exciting sport fixtures
and our end of term celebrations.

Children have embarked on their new topics for the final
term. Our younger children are learning about transport, year
two and three are busy finding out all about the Tudor times
and the older children are learning about the Stone Ages with
an exciting trip to Stonehenge planned.

We are also incredibly grateful to the Hurst Water Meadow
Trust for helping to fund our forest school provision again and
we have returned to our weekly forest school sessions over
the summer.

Do you have any of the skills or expertise we are seeking?

We have some wonderful ideas for how we could improve
our outside areas in our school. We would like to create a
peace garden in one of our playground areas and we are
keen to spruce up our Foundation Stage playground by
building a wooden sandpit, installing a wooden shelter,
repainting the shed and having a general tidy up.

Consequently, we are looking for people who could come
and help with any of these jobs; sanding and painting a shed,
planting, building planters, building a sandpit, drilling and
fixing boards to walls and other basic maintenance type jobs.

Dorchester Pre-School
This term went ever so quickly being a shorter
term. The new starters settled in really well and
the rising 4s, who are their friend buddies really
helped them to settle in.

The setting has had a little revamp. The children gave us
suggestions which we then implemented into the setting .

With our fundraising money we have been able to purchase
some small world toys and some fiddly finger toys which the
children love.

We celebrated VE Day: we made a time capsule that we
buried in the garden, and we had a little tea party and really
enjoyed celebrating this.

We also celebrated Father's Day making gifts and cards and
learning songs .

This term is always our busiest celebrating our rising 4s with
their graduation and then sports day.

We continue to need committee members for the setting.
Rachel Winslet-Morris is our chair person and can be
contacted on chair@dorchesterpreschool.co.uk. If you are
interested in joining, please do contact her.

Jessica Morris

If you have any of these skills and would be happy to join a
working party (probably towards the end of the summer
holidays in August), | would be really grateful if you could let
me know so we can get organised.

In addition, if you know any tradespeople or companies who
could assist us with any of the work or provide any of the
resources and equipment that will be required please put us
in touch. We will need outdoor wood paint, sandpaper (or a
sander), plants, compost, sand, timber, tools, brushes, brush
cleaners etc.

If you or someone you know is able to help, please give us a
call at school on 01865 340081 or drop me an email at
head.3186@st-birinus-pri.oxon.sch.uk.

Thank you!

Jo Staples
Headteacher

Valorum Care Group

Summer Fete
Saturday 28 June 2025
2.00pm to 4.00pm
At John Masefield House

The Valorum Care Group will hold its Summer Fete on
Saturday 28 June at John Masefield House, Burcot, 0X14
3DP from 2.00pm to 4.00pm.

Stalls to include hand made items, food and drinks, raffle and
more.

No admission charge.

DORCHESTER FIREPLACES

INTERIORS

Visit our unique showroom, opposite the beautiful
Dorchester Abbey in one of Oxfordshire's most
picturesque villages, Dorchester on Thames.

¢ We offer a complete in house service from design to
installation

o SIA Ecodesign ready stoves for 2022 legislation

o Our team of in-house professional fitters are all fully
qualified and HETAS registered

¢ Complimentary home or site visit

¢ Woodsure, Ready To Burn Kiln dried bags of logs,
Kindling & Flamers sold here

Showroom Opening Hours:
Tuesday to Friday 10am — 4pm

Tel: 01865 341 452
enquiries@dorchesterfireplaces.co.uk

www.dorchesterfireplaces.co.uk

31 CENT

WOODBURNING STOVES

FOR THE
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The Railway Inn
Culham

11 room Bed and
Breakfast

Breakfast served
7am to 9am Tues to Fri
8am to 11lam Sunday

Menu served 12 - 2.30pm
Wed, Thurs and Friday
6 - 9pm Wed to Sat

Sunday lunch 12.00 to 2.30pm
Roast Beef, Pork or Chicken and other options

Bar - 2.00pm to 10.00pm Monday, Tuesday
12.00 to 10.00pm Wednesday, Thursday, Sunday
12.00 to 11.00pm Friday
1.00pm to 11.00pm Saturday

Pool Table, Darts, Large Garden, TVs and Music
Tel 01235 528046
www.railwayinn culham.co.uk
info@railwayinnculham.co.uk

Robin Hood and His Merry Men
Abbey Cloister Garden
10 to 12 July 2025

Dorchester-on-Thames Amateur Dramatics Society (DADS)
are performing their summer production, Robin Hood and
His Merry Men by Bob Hammond, in the Abbey Cloister
Garden in July 2025.

The greedy Sheriff of Nottingham forces the noble Robin of
Locksley to become an outlaw in Sherwood Forest and join a
band of outlaws. Robin fights to regain his confiscated estate
and win back his darling Maid Marion. With King Richard held
for ransom in the Crusades, who will defeat the Sheriff?

Come along, bring a picnic, enjoy the sunshine, join in the
fun, and find out.

Tickets are available from ticketsource

(www.ticketsource.co.uk/dads) or on the door and are £12
(under 13 £6). The performance starts at 7.00pm on
Thursday 10 July and Friday 11 July, and 6.00pm on

Saturday 12 July.

Dorchester Amateur Dramatics Society

www.dads.org.uk

MasniisnsiAA440 4220 AAAA

Village fete returns to the recreation ground
Sunday 29 June

The final Sunday in June will see the village fete return to the
recreation ground.

The event will run from noon until 4.00pm on 29 June.

There are already almost 20 stalls confirmed including face-
painting, a penalty shootout, teddy tombola, barbecue and
plenty more.

Visitors will also be able to meet animals from Bishop’s Court
Farm.

Entry is free and money raised from individual stalls will help
village causes including the football, tennis and crichet clubs;
St Birinus Primary School and Dorchester pre-school.

The event is being hosted by the cricket club, led by James
Neal. He said: ‘We're really looking forward to holding a
traditional village fete on the lush green grass of the recreation
ground.

‘The parish council have kindly let us take the reins and
organise the event, and we hope it becomes an annual fixture
back at this location where many previous fetes have been
held.

‘We’re working hard behind the scenes to offer as many
different stalls and attractions as possible, but we’'d welcome
any suggestions and offers of help.

‘A number of our players have fond memories of past events
on the rec, and while we can’t promise the return of Graham
Howard’s famous ‘cow-pat caper’ from more than 30 years
ago, there’s definitely still space for a welly-wanging stall if
anyone wishes to run one.’

If you want to run a stall (spots cost £15) contact James on
james.neal.1992@gmail.com

MasnissniidARddand2sn AAAA
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League Table P

Witney Town FC 26 22 2 2 40 68
Hanwell United 26 19 2 5 63 59
Bletchington First 26 17 4 5 34 55
Oakley United FC 26 17 2 7 35 53
Dorchester 26 14 3 9 22 45
Woodstock Town First 26 12 4 10 6 40
Saxton Rovers Reserves 26 11 4 11 -5 37
Kennington Athletic

Reserves 26 10 3 13 11 33
Hornton First 26 9 1 16 1 28
Chinnor Reserves 26 9 1 16 -42 28
East Oxford First 26 8 3 15 -28 27
Summertown Stars AFC

Reserves 26 6 4 16 -33 22
Oxford Irish Athletic FC 26 6 2 18 -39 20
Launton Sports 26 3 3 20 -65 12

Development

ol Football Results
D, Oxfordshire
o 'E‘i »
AKX Senlor_ League 1
v wlle Div 2
— 2
19/04/2025  Oakley United 0 O Dorchester 3
4
26/04/2025 Dorchester 1 3 Harwell United 5
03/05/2025 Woodstock 3 1 Dorchester 6
7
8
9
10
1
12
- ST 1
13
10/05/2025 Horspath 3 Beat Dorchester 1 by 9 wickets 14
10/05/2025 Letcombe 2 beat Dorchester 2 by 2 wickets

DORGHESTER

| | L

The weather was excellent for our Spring Mixed Doubles
tournament.

Pairs and opponents were drawn from a hat and this year’s
league champions, by a clear margin, were Mandy Hipkins
and Antony Atkinson (either side of the Chairman in the
picture above).

The competition was followed by a lovely afternoon tea and
refreshments, plus of course a lot of chat, so a very
enjoyable afternoon all round!

Club sessions

Sunday
-‘1. Adult Mixed 10.30 -1pm
Wednesday

Coaching 9.30am - 11am
Adult Mixed 11.am - 1pm

Friday
Ladies - 10.30am - 12.30pm

Saturday
Gentlemen - 9.30 - 12.30

How great it was to see the recreation ground fully utilised —
not only tennis players, but also playground users and the
Scouts' St George's Day parade.

If you're interested in playing tennis why not join our friendly
local club by contacting rachelamarriott@btinternet.com or
https://clubspark.lta.org.uk/Dorch2

Annual membership fees — £50 family of four, £32 individual,
£5 junior

Dorchester News June 2025
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SUMMER EQUESTRIAN N,
EVENING EVENTS

at Bishop’s Court Farm

BISHOP’S
COURT FARM

Join us at Bishop’s Court Farm for our _- \ﬂ\}l"

Jriendly and informal Evening Unaffiliated & _ : /

Dressage and Clear Round Showjumping L) 2 \ . : \
events - perfect for beginners, nervous \ )
riders, and young horses.

2025 EVENT DATES

May 30th - Dressage

June 27th - Clear Round Jumping
July 25th - Dressage

August 29th - Clear Round Jumping
September 26th - Dressage

91 High Street, Dorchester-on-Thames,
Oxfordshire OX10 7HP
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%2 . 1pm-5pm
£ Pimms & Refreshmentsl.é

Children's gnome hunt
Maps £5 / £10 for a family (2 adults)

e available from the Coop
1 UNNS
Donations of plants for the plant stall
gratefully received - contact steph@forman.org.uk in aid of Dorchester Abbey

Dorchester News June 2025 10




Warborough & Shillingford WI

Wi April lifted spirits with sunshine and warmth,

perfect conditions for the WI walk around
Nuffield Place to see the display of bluebells.
This was my first visit, although | have often wanted to go
there. Parking was easy (and free), and the circular walk is
flat, suitable for anyone but the most infirm. Our party were
rewarded with carpets of blue and the fresh scent of flowers.

y vy { A

OXFORDSHIRE

o Lok
-l

On 8 May a VE Day service took place, at the cenotaph in
Warborough, to commemorate 80 years since the ending of
World War 2. Residents were joined by children from year 5
and 6 in St. Laurence junior school. The children laid a
wreath and sang. The WI President Kim Tompsett, read
extracts from The Patchwork. The Patchwork was written just
after the 2™ World War ended and includes contributions
from different members of the WI talking about life during the
war. They describe the village and how it changed,
evacuees, the Home Guard, food production, making clothes
for the Services and Red Cross (villagers made 3,403
garments in 6 years) and life at the Inn are among many
other interesting memories. The fact that we still have this
book at all is a wonder. It was found in an attic in Suffolk in
1995 and returned to the village. Over the years it had
deteriorated, and it was decided it should be re-typed to
preserve these memories. Thanks must go to the
Warborough and Shillingford Society who have produced a
hard copy and a digital record in 2025. You can read it by
following the link on the Warborough and Shillingford WI
Website.

Another World War was the subject of Martyn Drury and Clive
Richards’ talk in May, entitled ‘Cycling the Western Front of
WW1'. In June 2023, inspired by Anthony Seldon's
book, "The Path of Peace, Walking the Western Front
Way", Martyn and Clive cycled the entire 1000km of the
Western front of World War One from Nieuwpoort on the
Belgian North Sea coast to "Kilometer Zero" at Pfetterhouse
on the French/Swiss/German border. The journey was
inspired by the young soldier, Alexander Douglas Gillespie,
who dreamed of creating a "Via Sacra" that the men, women
and children of Europe could walk to honour the fallen of the
First World War. The talk was accompanied by vivid
photographs and WW1 stories gleaned along the way. An
important objective was to locate some of the war graves of
the men of Warborough and Shillingford who fell in the First
World War. Poignant and thought provoking this presentation
could not help but show war to be futile.

11

Future Programme: Kamran Irani SERV OBN talks of ‘Blood
Bikers and Babies’ in June; July, Jennifer Cowling ‘Those
Extraordinary Things We Say’, Swan Upping also in July.

We would love to see you at one of our meetings, so why not
put the second Wednesday of next month in your diary and
come along to the St. Laurence Hall. Members come from
Dorchester, Shillingford, Warborough and district. Come and
join us, there is no charge for your first meeting, and you will
receive a warm welcome.

Contact email: warboroughwi@oxfordshirewi.co.uk
President - Kim Tompsett 07958 536319

Secretary - Vicky Hart 01865 416437

or 07817 634709

| _250_ varieties and colours of basket
& patio plants all grown

] \ ( * ) on the nursery
k-1
H HANGING BASKET
oty SPECIALISTS
i BEDDING &
o MVELY g CONTAINER PLANTS
' VEGETABLES
AN 7
S | Opening:
Apn'i'-...'u; ;Sg::temp::ffgorember PERENNIALS,
- See website for details CLIMBERS & SHRUBS

e: andy@purelyplants.co.uk 01491 833 831

w: www.purelyplants.co.uk

Purely Plants Nursery, 142a Wantage Road, Wallingford, Oxfordshire OX10 OLU

CoOUCH
Claire Willett - Qualified and Experienced
MENOPAUSE COACH
Supporting clinical treatment with
holistic wellness
121 Sessions, Courses, Home Programs & Webinars
Gain hormonal balance in peri to post menopause
Alternatives for a non HRT approach
Genitourinary health support
Long term health care — heart, bones and cognition
Nutrition— gut health, insulin resistance, muscle support
Exercise — Bone/brain health, cardio, strength + stretch
Nervous system and resilience reboot
Rebalance sleep insomnia and apnoea

www.menopausecouch.co.uk

claire@menopausecouch.co.uk

www.millstreampilates.co.uk

i@] menopause couch
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MEET THE PIMMS YAND

ANIMALS SIFTRAWBERRIES
FEACE

PAINTING BAR
LIVE ' TRADITIONAL
MUSIC BBQ

EETEIGAMES

MUNFUATABLE:
ASSAULT;

COURSE T STALLS
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Dorchester Abbey

Museum News
For the week of the 80th anniversary of VE Day,

Dorchester Museum mounted an exhibition of memories
and artefacts of World War Il, both from the village and
further afield.

The Museum is still collecting stories and artefacts as
part of its on-going history of Dorchester, so if you have
anything it is not too late to go along to the Museum
with it.

==
( W &

Top: A pre-war Riley that would have been
seen during WWII.

Above and left: Some of the exhibits in the
Museum

K ﬂivfﬂ =

NATIONAL GARDEN SCHEME
Gardens Open For Charity &

Join us

at the Snug JScHEE, .

Now taking bookings for

private events 2 6 M a n o r
Farm Road

Dorchester-on-Thames, Wallingford,
0X10 7HZ

Sunday 29 June
2-5pm

Opening hours
mn-H?gmbApmlsm-mm.mspm Adults £5 Children free

Combined with 6 Monks Close Dorchester-on-Thames,
Wallingford 0X10 7JA
Home-made teas in the tearoom at Abbey Guesthouse.

Bishop’s Court Farm
91 High Street, Dorchester-on-Thames,

Oxfordshire OX10 7HP S l .
bishopscourtfarm.com " rL/ g (5- !

. WREELCHAR ACCESS TEAS
snugevents@bishopscourtfarm.com CAFE & DINING

FSEIE o Aisege s oy

More information at ngs.org.uk
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On Saturday 12 April the Village Hall was buzzing with a
fantastic atmosphere of excitement and just a little bit of
healthy competition. Our Flower Show once again proving
itself a wonderful community event. Thank you so much to
all of you who entered (the numbers were up — again!) and
the large number of you who came to view in the afternoon.
It is so very nice to see a number of new faces and young
families taking part.

There was a glorious display of tulips which were bright and
colourful, with many different varieties on display. There
were spring flowers in abundance — seventeen entries in the
‘any other spring flowers’ class!

As always, the flower arrangements were simply stunning.
Every one of them really beautiful and showing great skill.

The domestic classes were well supported with five or more
entries in each class. The domestic judge really did have
their work cut out for them.

Again, the photography classes, always popular,
demonstrated some real skill and an eye for a good shot.
The handicrafts once more were an absolute treasure trove
of such diverse talents. The level of skill and attention to
detail is astonishing.

A special mention should be made of the children’s classes,
which were better supported that ever. | hope everyone got
to see them. The cookies looked good enough to be in the
O ‘, main class, and the collages were made by two children
. - ) under three years old! The Lego entries were all very good,
: ; especially the brilliant winning exhibit. Well done children!

Both the plants and tea stalls attracted a lot of attention, as
did the raffle (thanks to The George Hotel who generously
donated the First Prize of tea for two).

Dorchester News June 2025 14



Congratulations to this year’s cup winners:

¢ Robert Soffe Cup - best long trumpet daffodils - Honor
Juniper

e Short Trumpet Daffodil Cup - Candy Madeley (5
varieties)

e Vegetable Cup - David Parker (for rhubarb)
e Spring Flowers Cup - Claire Grant (for pansies)

¢ Domestic Classes Cup - most points in domestic
classes - Ellie Ribeiro-Beaman

¢ England in Bloom Cup - Most points in all flower classes
- Honor Juniper

o Blackwell Photography Cup - Gaynor Roberts (Signs of
Spring)
e Mary Tame Handicraft Plate - Ellie Ribeiro-Beaman (for

her mosaic)

e Spring Show Children’s trophy: The Haven Cup - Fred
Petherbridge (for fantastic Lego based on a book by
Terry Pratchett ‘Guards!Guards!’)

Hope to see you all at our Autumn Show, Saturday 13
September 2025

/5'/ J/‘/::‘()
DORCMESTER-ON-THAMES
s, FlOwer Show
S Ty P ezl
Mmdg‘ﬁ“"" H:.‘..,g,_‘

Halping pacpis =0
In hormiculiug
Perennial
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What Goes on at
The Village Hall
The Gilbert Scott Hall

(The village hall of
Dorchester-on-Thames)

June 2025

Dorchester News

. and do a turn.

When | was a young boy our family
would often go to a ‘social’ at the local
church hall on a Saturday evening.
Several dozen people would be there
and one by one they would get up
My father played the
piano (he was also an organist at the
church) and | would recite a poem
until my piano teacher, who was also
always there, deemed me sufficiently
proficient to play someone’s trumpet
voluntary (possibly Purcell's) on the
piano. Those who didn't perform
made tea and served cake. (It was a
Methodist church so nothing stronger
was on offer.)

| was reminded of this at the Open
Mic evening in the Village Hall on 3
May. The community had got

~ together to hear a bunch of volunteer

performers marshalled by Steve Eyre
for their entertainment. And what a
mixed and varied evening they had.

Open Mi

Steve, as host for the evening played
first with Tara, a well known duo in
Dorchester, playing and singing their
own compositions, followed by James
Pratt with a couple of popular songs
and one of his poems, which went
down well with the audience.

Next up was the superb duo of Julia
Thomas and Matt, who are well
known in local music circles. They
were followed by a complete contrast
in musical style with David Wilkinson
playing Scottish reels on the penny
whistle followed by a poem.

The fifth act, Roisin Barnfather, sang
and accompanied herself on guitar,
and was followed by another act
accompanying himself, this time on
electric guitar, the only one of the
evening, and unfortunately marred by
initial tuning issues but eventually
getting going. That was myself,
which left several people
surprised that the editor
of Dorchester News also
owns a guitar.

A superb set from Uma
| accompanied by her dad
Rishi Sharma followed,
and then came Geoff
Russell. Geoff talked
' about his time as clerk to
A the Parish Council and
& very funnily about being
mistaken for  Michael
Caine — a story based on
actual events, and a great
way to round off the first
half.



ic Night

After a short break Aled Bath gave us
some wizardry on guitar and
electronic gizmos. Mark and Elaine
Wilkin then sang a couple of familiar
old songs and were followed by
Hayley Poole who sang two
standards supported by David
Gentleman on keyboard. Lovely.

Rishi appeared in his own right with a
couple of songs, and then Adrian
Brooks gave us amusing stories
about Donald Trump. Rachel Winslet-
Morris, accompanied again by Rishi,
showed what a great singer she is.
and finally the ever brilliant Robin
Bennett rounded off the evening
playing and singing a couple of
numbers together with his son, Bryn.

It was a great testament to the
amount of talent there is around with
all but two of the acts living in
Dorchester,

The village hall was packed with
around 100 people and over £1,000
was raised for the hall. Everyone, |
hope, had a good evening, just as
they did at the socials of my boyhood.
However substituting tea and cakes
with a paying bar contributed nearly
half of the money raised.

Steve finished off by saying that
another Open Mic evening is likely,
when we can do it all again. Bring it
on.

lan Brace
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Dgtchester Safari Supper
| Saturday 2oth July

e all

-

r > - :
e -5
£30 per person incl all food & 3 glasses of wine
Fundraising for Dorchester Abbey 4

Al l-A ‘l

7pm drinks & canapes (in the Manor House Garden) Tickets -Here
Main course (at a house in Dorchester)

Pudding (at another house in Dorchester!)

Coffee (at Willoughby House)

~.Moss Removali§l Ro

~ Patio & Driveway €
Render & Brickwork Cleanin
Solar Panel & Skylight leanit
Installation of Bird Protection
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Born in 1932, Beryl grew up in
Huntingdon alongside her elder
sister Sibyl. Having passed the 11
Plus she attended Huntingdon
Grammar School. On leaving
school, Beryl worked for Huntingdon
Borough Council and met her future
husband Terry, who was employed
in the Architect’s Department at
Huntingdon County Council. They
married at All Saints Church in
Huntingdon in 1953. In 1957, Beryl
and Terry moved to Dorchester,
initially living in Malthouse Lane and &3
later Wittenham Lane, where they
raised their three sons; Tim, David
and John. Beryl embraced life in a
rather male-dominated household,
even attending evening mechanic
courses to become more familiar
with the vehicle parts she was often
asked to pick up for the boys!

Beryl loved village life and always played
an active role in the local community. For
over twenty years she worked at
Dorchester village school, initially as a
dinner lady and lunch time supervisor
then as the school secretary. She

played an active part in school trips,
even going potholing with the children.
When Lettice Godfrey established the
Abbey tea rooms, Beryl became a
founding member of the team, who could

always be depended upon, often helping In later life, Beryl and Terry enjoyed
travelling, visiting Terry’s sister Sibyl in

out on Saturdays and bank holidays. A

Beryl Fisher
17 January 1932 — 12 March 2025 A strajia and making a memorable

talented cook and baker, Beryl was
renowned for her excellent cakes and

her grandchildren fondly remember many
years of wonderful homemade birthday
cakes. Her roast dinners were legendary,
with many a delicious homemade
pudding. In the 1970s, Beryl starred as
Mrs Bumble in the village pantomime.
Beryl enjoyed services at the Abbey,
helping with the flower displays and was and is greatly missed and much loved by
a regular attendee at the 8.00am
Communion Service.

! trip to Fiji too. Beryl was a loving
grandmother to her six
grandchildren, Russell, George,
Matilda, Kate, Annie and Alex
and later great-grandson Oliver.
Beryl is remembered as a fun
and caring grandma who was
always eager to play a full part
in their games, indulging a
toddler’s request to make
‘messy cake’ (an inedible array
of ingredients that would later be
flushed down the toilet) rather
than the scones she had in

{ mind!

Beryl was a lifelong lover of

4 animals, especially dogs. Beryl
and Terry had four corgis-
including the infamous Totle! In
later life Beryl adored spending
time with all the dogs in the wider family,
who adored being with her too,
especially given her patience during a
game of ‘sock’ and her generosity with
the treat tin.

Sadly Beryl developed Alzheimer’s and
spent the last years of her life in Benson
House care home. She died on 12 March

her entire family.

Written by Matilda Fisher, Beryl’s
granddaughter

Affordable Homes for Dorchester
Many of you will remember the well-attended meeting in the
Abbey last September, when we presented ideas on how to
achieve affordable homes for the village, which included
presentations from Architect Charlie Luxton, and Fiona Brown
from Oxford’s Co-housing Hub. Many of you raised questions of
‘how’ and ‘where’ and it was agreed that the best way forward
would be to establish a Community Land Trust for Dorchester.

Well guess what? We've done it!

On 15 April, the Dorchester on Thames Community Land Trust
Ltd (CLT) was officially registered, and we are now working to
form a Board to take an overview of the work ahead, and to offer
membership of the CLT to the whole community of Dorchester.
But more importantly we want to begin the exciting work of
understanding how to offer affordable homes. To this end we
have started exploratory discussions with Bishop’s Court Farm,
Chase Construction in relation to Allens Pit, SOHA and SODC.
We will keep the community advised as these develop.

With huge thanks to the Parish Council for funding the registration
process, and to Fiona Brown and the Community Land Trust
Network for helping us along the way.

John Stevenson, for the CLT working group.

John Rutter’s 80" Birthday Tribute
Saturday 28 June

Sir John Rutter is Britain’s most celebrated living choral
composer, and Benson Choral Society is delighted to mark
his upcoming 80" birthday in September by singing his
Requiem. Rutter is best known for his Christmas carols and
anthems which bring a smile to the faces of any audience,
and of his larger scale works the Requiem of 1985 is one of
the most powerful and haunting.

Our star accompanist Anita D’Attellis is well-known for her
chamber music and solo piano recitals, and features in
Mozart’s Concerto for Flute, Harp and Piano.

The bill is completed with the Dorchester Canticles (actually
the one in Dorsetl) by the English-educated but
internationally recognised Tarik O’Regan who has had works
performed at the Proms and at Charles IlI's Coronation.

Guest Conductor Harry Sever is in charge of the choir and
the British Sinfonietta.

The concert takes place on Saturday 28 June at 7.30pm in
Dorchester Abbey and will be popular, so get tickets now for
£20 reserved or £17 unreserved online at
www.bensonchoralsociety.org.uk.
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PROUDLY INDEPENDENT The White Hart

LCI I'kmeCld ‘ f Dorchester on Thames

VETs T €& 01865 340074

- " www.white-hart-hotel-dorchester.co.uk

- 3

%

Open Daily 12pm- 2.30pm 6.30pm- 9pm

w7

CARING FOR PETS &
FARM ANIMALS ACROSS

SOUTH OXFORDSHIRE & BEYOND

With branches at:

- Didcot*

- Great Western Park
- Cholsey*

- Benson

- Sutton Courtenay

- Wantage (opening 2025)

* with hospital facilities

@ 01235 814991/ 01491 651379
& www.larkmead.co.uk

<) 07360 277998 v f ht ¥ Come along to the White Hart for o delicious dinner or a relaxing lunch, weekly changing menus

Sunday Roasts and Chefs daily dishes available.
Don’t forget to join our Restaurant Club to receive special offers and discounted daily dining.

|||
| ’|

Your local, independent Estate Agent

If you are considering selling your property,
we would be delighted to help you, please contact us.

65 High Street, Dorchester-on-Thames, OX10 7HN
01865 745555
sales@fortnumsestates.co.uk

www.fortnumsestates.co.uk
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Dorchester News Crossword No.37
Compiled by Slider

Across
7 Gossip with a second change to make a noise.
8 Informed from the right then played a winner and

9 Take a cut it’s easy.

(7)

(7)
(4)

altered visually.

10 To get fixed sounds correct for this lonely character. (9)
12 Overcome when crawled quietly. (4)

13 When there is a day short relay pea soup. (4,4)

15 Herb is such a wise fellow. (4)

16 Refinement of flavour (5)

17 Small flyers are alongside. (4)

18 Tear code apart to give recognition. (8)

20 Steps up to host an Irish gathering. (Not November) (5)
21 Seasoning to the so-called saint could be explosive. (9)
22 The ‘ayes’ have it by the sound of it.  (4)

24 A short hoarder goes round a city and gets unwell. (7)

25

A little Indian goes home to Serula to begin with then
getson atrain. (7)

To advertise in Dorchester News please contact
Dorchesternews@dorchester-abbey.org.uk

one week before the deadline for editorial copy given on
page 2. Please note new email address.

Advertising in
Dorchester News

Costs per issue are for an eighth of a page £12.75
mono, £13.75 colour; quarter page £25.50 mono,
£27.50 colour; half page £38.25 mono, £41.25 colour
and full page £51.00 mono, £55.00 colour. There are
ten issues per year.

Down

1 One of these may include the family Mac’Lanister (4)

2 Where to catch the bus? A servant comes later when
no more work is to be done... (8)

3 ... Strike! the tents must go and we get to leave. (6)

4 A drug with a label (nothing red) to knock back and put
down. (8)

5 With equality you can hear a defensive move coming
over drink.  (6)

6 A widespread idea of self-importance? (4)

11 When lost we break out in this (after a cd is inserted)
(4,5)

12 At first sidecar combinations are likely to give you a
fright. (5)

14 A cautionary sign forever in the book. (5)

16 There’s a catch on the short trail and he won’t talk
about it. (8)

17 Once a carrier calls get some directions.  (8)

19 This may ease a maniac lion’s westward containment
(one India lost)  (3,3)

20 Orders letters for the starting price on cloth
measurements.  (6)

21 Aclean transmission? (4)

23 One zero thank you very much, it’s just a smidgen.

(4)

oritfin interiors

...soft fumishing solutions.

Interiors and soft furnishings workroom
located in Appleford making quality
handmade curtains, pelmets, blinds, cushions.
Alterations.

Headboards, loose covers and upholstery.
Poles, tracks and fitting service.
Design studio with extensive library of
fabrics and trimmings.

Fabrics and curtain-making materials
available for home curtain makers.

Over 30 years’ experience.
Off street parking.
Flexible opening hours by appointment

07808 762626
email: griffin.interiors.oxford@gmail.com
www.griffininteriorsoxford.com
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Parish Council Notices

Monthly Meetings 2025
The June Parish Council Meeting will take place on
Wednesday 25 June, the July meeting on Wednesday 30
July.

Council meetings commence at 7.30p.m. and are normally held
in the back meeting room of the Village Hall.

The Agenda will be posted on Village notice boards and on the
Parish Council website www.dorchesteronthames-pc.gov.uk
- three clear days in advance of the meeting.

All Parish Council meetings are open to the public. A resident
who wishes to raise any matter of concern is welcome to do so
at the start of the meeting.

Contacting the Parish Council
The Parish Clerk is Jenny Welham. She can be contacted on
07444 239077 or at
parishclerk@dorchesteronthames-pc.gov.uk.

ClIr Mike Corran, the Chairman, can be contacted via
chairman@dorchesteronthames-pc.gov.uk

The Parish Council’'s new website is
www.dorchesteronthames-pc.gov.uk

Right: Parish Council Chair Mike Corran addresses the
Annual Village Meeting on 7 May.

ardens
59 o

PROCEEDS TO CHARITY
Including
STYLE ACRE
CORN EXCHANGE
WALLINGFORD MUSEUM

MAIN SPONSORS
CHAMPION & CO.

ESTABLISHED 1869
Cookshop, Eciicals
Harwexs, DY,
Garddaning, Toys

ROOT ONE

o, S g

ADVANCE SALES £7 AT ROOT ONE GARDEN CENTRE,
KP STATIONERS AND ONLINE

o
TICKETS ON THE DAY £9 AT 13 WOOD STREET ﬁ
TEAS, BOAT TRIPS, BUBBLY, STRAWBERRIES & CREAM, PIMM'S '

7 X

CHILDREN FREE
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Logs for Sale

Martin Drew
01865 343378 or 07774 170727
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It was great to see around 50 people join the Parish Council
for the annual parish meeting in the Abbey earlier in
May. We had the opportunity to highlight what the parish
council has been doing for us as residents and also to catch
up on the Dorchester 2030 projects. The highlights for those
who weren't able to make it were:

® We opened with thanks to your councillors and our clerk,
Jenny, for their hard work, to Robin Bennet as our
County and District Councillor for his support and to all
the volunteers in the village as well as our local
businesses that provide services and employment.

® As many of you know the government is looking to
radically restructure local government. Decisions are
due later on the shape of that reorganisation later in the
year but parish councils will remain as the vital element
that focuses on our local priorities.

® We reminded people that with local government funding
in general very tight we chose to raise our parish council
precept by 20% this year to make sure we have the
funds to do what you want us to focus on.

® The parish council is responsible for maintaining the
areas we own as a parish council, the rec, the
allotments, the cemetery and the closed churchyard by
the abbey. In addition we choose to look after a number
of footpaths and verges that have less clear ownership
or to supplement the work of the county council. We
have recently made the decision to transfer how we
manage our grass cutting, hedges and trees to a new
provider, an Oxfordshire based company, BGG and to
increase the scope of their work to provide better
maintenance of things like the hedges by the rec and
allotments and also to look after more regularly some
more important footpaths, such as those down to the
bypass bus stop.

® We have tweaked how we do parking for big events
better so they don’t disrupt residents more than
necessary. We now use both the Rec and Abbey View
car parks for more events, weather permitting. It won't
always be perfect but we hope it will work a bit better.

® This year we launched a new, upgraded PC website. As
well as holding the usual information this has allowed us
to provide a way for residents to sign up for information
updates from our clerk on things like road closures. If
you haven’t signed up, and over 80 households have,
its a useful service and easy to sign up for on our
website.

® The parish council is allowed to make donations that
support our community. We get a number of requests
each year. This year our largest donation has been our
regular support of Green DoTs. If you have an initiative
you want funding for, try us, you can contact our Clerk.

The Clerk then provided an update on the Parish Council
finances, in summary the council broadly ran a balanced
budget and has a good level of cash reserves to help with
projects and any unexpected expenditure.

We then provided a brief update on the Dorchester 2030
initiatives:

® We are pleased with the overall progress on the
stretching goals we have set ourselves but there is, of
course, a lot more to do.

® Pavilion — over 100 residents gave their view at a recent
meeting in the pavilion and plans for designs are
proceeding with the great support of our sports clubs.
Ahead of us funding is, of course, the major challenge.

o Affordable housing — following a well attended meeting
last autumn we have now established a Community
Land Trust to follow the model used by a number of
other communities in Oxfordshire. The land trust,
provides a vehicle for raising funds and providing long-
term community stewardship of assets. We have begun
holding exploratory talks around potential projects.

® Traffic — our traffic working group have been focused on
three areas; the bypass; speeding on roads within the
village; parking on the high street. We have high
expectations that this year will see both a change to a
50mph limit on the A4074 and a redesign of the bypass
to remove the central hatching that encourages
speeding. This is real progress but there is more to do
with TVP on enforcement. On the speeding within the
vilage we are looking to see if there is interest from
residents to join the TVP Community Speedwatch
programme, using cameras which feed data to the
police, the most popular way of controlling speed within
Oxfordshire, so if you want to get involved, make contact
with us, otherwise we will have to park this idea. Lastly
we hope to agree some parking best practice on the
high street in particular that is sympathetic to the needs
of residents with cars but also to those with buggies and
lower mobility.

Nature recovery plan — a NRP is important to provide a
framework for initiatives to promote wildlife. Work is ongoing
to document what is already going on inside the village and
we hope to finish that process in the next few months and
share it with the community. In the meantime the parish
council has approved a biodiversity policy that ensures the
environment is taken account of in all our decisions.
Alongside the efforts of the farms in the parish and Green
DoTs we are keen to encourage local initiatives so if you
have ideas for nature initiatives, do let us know and we'll see
if we can help.

After the formal meeting ended residents had the opportunity
to talk to councillors and those leading the various D2030
initiatives about their ideas and how they might help.

All in all, a successful Annual Parish Meeting. Thank you to
everyone who attended.

Mike Corran
Chair, Dorchester Parish Council
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38 SELF STORE

EST. 1981
www.gselfstore.co.uk
(by 'H’ Cafe, Berinsfield s Sl
/Dorchester roundabout) L “““lmlmBIIH"mim”"m
) ...lrllllll Il

.d['.:h

We store:

*  Secure units for household and business from ---£36.60 inc. VAT per week

*  Caravan, trailers and RV's from -----------=------- £86.00 inc. VAT per month
*  Fenced open storage with or without 20ft container----------- POA

*** Access: 24/7 - 365 days *** Entrance barrier

*** Tracking CCTV *** Electronic coded gate

*** padlock supplied *** HGV access

*** Household removal quotes
*** Excellent access, straight to unit doors
**x* HIAB collections for larger commercial items

Tel 01235 847164 any time to view or book.

The Landscape Group Oxford

GARDEN, GROUNDS & PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

= Based in Stadhampton we deliver:

L Garden and Grounds Maintenance, including autumn/

Tr rger s
ee su ge V > winter tidying, pruning & mulching

Landscaping
Grounds Maintenance

prredt e,

Fencing, Turfing, Lawn Repairs

Hedge Cutting and Tree Work

Drives, Patios and Landscaping

House and Garden Clearance

Qualified, insured,
experienced arborists

®  property Maintenance, inside & out
Give your garden some TLC over Autumn & Winter!

£10 million Public Liability Insurance. Safecontractor
Accredited. NPTC & Lantra Qualified.

For more details contact us on:

0808 155 5815
07778 811136

mharvey31@gmail.com
o www.arbocare.co.uk £

e: lee@tlgo.co.uk

Tel: 01865 341750 . www.tlgo.co.uk
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New garden waste permits purchased by green-fingered
residents this spring

Almost 49,000 residents are now signed up to the new
garden waste permit scheme in South Oxfordshire, which
launched officially on 1 April. As this is a change to how the
garden waste service is managed, to continue receiving
garden waste collections, everyone will need to make an
annual payment for their permit. The payment year now runs
from 1 April to 31 March each year.

When customers sign-up they are sent a garden waste permit
sticker to put on the top of the lid of their brown bin. Each bin
needs its own permit and all customers will receive a new
sticker annually each time they renew.

These permits will help the waste collection crews identify
which bins should be emptied, ensuring that only households
that have paid for the service have their garden waste bins
emptied, improving efficiency and also meaning that the
councils can contact people quickly if there are any major
disruptions to the service, such as during adverse weather.

If you haven’t already done so, you can still sign-up for a
garden waste permit online at:
www.southoxon.gov.uk/gardenwaste

Accessible moorings on the River Thames at Wallingford
now complete

Over £209,000 has been invested in major accessibility
improvements at the riverside in Wallingford. Work has
covered improvements to the existing access path, roadway,
ramp and moorings at the riverside — in addition to the
installation of an accessible pontoon designed for river lovers
with a disability.

Shaun Guard
TV & WIFI SERVICES

B Aerials - supplied, repaired and poor reception solved

B Satellite - Sky Q dish upgrades, discreet dish installations
B Internet- blackspots cured, internal & external data cables
B TV's-hung on your wall or set up & tuned

2= OXFORD AERIALS

Call Oxford 01865 400141

“www.oxfordaerials.co.uk shaun@oxfordaerials.co.uk

Whilst the facility is available to all, it has been specifically
designed to meet the requirements of the Wallingford
Accessible Boat Club’s wheelyboat, WOW-one, to enable
disabled and less mobile people to have equal access to the
river. To contact the club for further support or guidance,
visit www.wabc.org.uk

In a related project, a Changing Places accessible bathroom
has also been created at the riverside, next to the existing
toilet facilities and is now available for use. The completion of
the work times perfectly with the summer opening of the
Riverside site. The project has been financed by CIL
(Community Infrastructure Levy) money, charged on new
development in the district. This refurbishment work follows a
£400,000 boost of the onsite wash facilities and a revamp of
the splashpads in 2023.

Everyone Active grants 2025/26

Another round of ‘Everyone Active 2025/26’ in South
Oxfordshire has launched, to improve the health and
wellbeing of our residents. The council have a budget of
£50,000 - with a maximum of £1,000 for each application.
The grant scheme is open to a wide range of not-for-profit
groups and sports clubs, town and parish councils/parish
meetings, not for profit pre-schools, PTAs and local authority
run schools or academies for non-statutory elements of the
education programme. | was happy to hear one Dorchester
sports club has already received one of these grants this
year!

For more information visit the Everyone Active grant
scheme webpage or email grants@southandvale.gov.uk

Robin.Bennett@southoxon.gov.uk
tel. 01865 858680
m. 07979 646815

-

ROY PASSEY
| BUILDERS

|

Interior and Exterior Builders and Decorators

Ashcroft, High Street, Benson, Wallingford, Oxon. OX10 6RP
Tel: 01491 838797 - Mob: 07860 890925

Email: info@roypasseybuilders.co.uk
www.roypasseybuilders.co.uk
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TARIK O’'REGAN ¥

British Sinfonietta
Guest Conductor
iConcerto for Flute, Harry Sever
> i Piano
:Harp and 1an 0 Anita D'Attellis
0prano
ther Mallett
0’ JOHN RUTTER
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Tickets

£20 (reserved),
£17 (unreserved)
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Saturday 28 June, 7.30pm
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County Council Election May 2025

Result

The result of the election on 1 May of a County Councillor for the ward of Benson and Crowmarsh,

which now includes Dorchester was:

Candidate Party

Gavin lan McLauchlan  Green Party

Julius Parker Liberal Democrats
Pete Longman Reform UK

Julian Henry Local Conservatives
Orlando Kingsbury

Nick Walker Labour Party

The turnout was 40.1%. Gavin McLauchlan now represents Dorchester on Oxfordshire County Council.

Across the county, the turnout was 35.6% and the outcome for the 69 seats on Oxfordshire County Council was:

Liberal Democrats
Conservatives

Labour/Labour and Co-operative
Green

Reform

Independent Oxford Alliance
Independent

Henley Residents Group

Dorchester resident Robin Jones was elected as the Green Party candidate for Berinsfield & Garsington

with 36.8% of the vote on a turnout of 32.4%.

Votes % Outcome
1070 33.8% Elected
930 29.4% Not elected
579 18.3% Not elected
514 16.2% Not elected

73 2.3% Not elected

36
10
12

MAX WILKINSON

Property maintenance in
Dorchester area

Painting: Interior and Exterior,
Plastering, Fencing
Repointing brick & stone.
Mobile: 07930 654287

T N W cosMETIC (D) SRt

The Acupuncture Barn
Acupuncture for Families

Appointments now available for:
Acupuncture, Facial Acupuncture, Moxa and
Cupping freatments
Chinese Medicine 5-Elements approach to treating you as a whole

Body, Mind & Spirit
Licenced Treatment Room:

High Street, Chalgrove OX44 75T

07879 403800
acupunc |H':\'"\l'\|"l\ o.uk W
=

o "
T : Flexible times by appointment
s

7
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Gardening Service
by RHS qualified female gardener

Garden design / Plans / Landscaping / Planting
Demonstrations / Consultations / Pruning / beds and borders.. ..

Call 07814 691040

email: sundaycarrigan@gmail.com
www.gracefulgardensdesign.com

» L B Plumbing

\ Toilets, taps, immersions,
% showers, leaks and more,
no job too small

Fully insured, free estimates,
no call out charge

Call Lee 01491 834484/
07981642688

BRYANS LOCK SERVICES

Phone: 01865 340138. 01491 520820.
01235 420742

Locks Supplied-Fitted-Serviced-Opened-Replaced for
Timber- Aluminium- Steel, PVCu doors & windows.
Keys cut to pattem.

Keys to number for office furniture.

Supply Safes, Document & Media Cabinets & Files
Locks to Insurance Company Specifications.

Master Locksmiths Association Approved Company.
Reg. No. 002623

BRISTOW%

‘\ Consultants UK Ltd

Professional Building Advice
Home Surveys * RICS Regulated * Local Oxfordshire Based
Advice on renovation work, extensions and building defects
Construction Project Management
Chartered Surveynrs 30 yrs experience

Mark G Bristow MRICS, MAPM, Cert Mgt BSc Hons
M 07912476 636 T 01865 340 286
i arkbristow.co.uk

Howard Chadwick Funeral Service

- well remembered lives on

Howard Chadwick Funeral Service are here to support
and guide you. Caring for farmilies of all faiths since 1991 in
Oxfordshire and the surrounding areas.

Qur experienced and friendly team are available 24 hours
a day by telephone or you can arrange a home visit.

- Floral Tributes

- Mamarial Masonry

- Home Visits

- Prepaid funeral plans

- Transparent Pricing
- Private Chapel of Rest
Oxfordshire
01491 825222

33 Benson Lane, ©XI0 8ED

chadwicksfuneralservice.com

# PEST ™

WIZARRS

8 A~
RATS, MICE, MOLES & SQUIRREL
WASPS, MOTHS & ALL INSECTS
PROOFING WORK UNDERTAKEN
PROMPT SERVICE
MARK DEARLOVE - 07446377816
01865 400141 - info@pestwizards.co.uk

)

(JEM |

CHIMNEY SWEEPING
COMPANY
LTD
* NO FUSS *

* NO MESS *
* NO PROBLEM *

Oxford 01865 772 996
Stadhampton 01865 400244
Deddington 01869 337500
Mobile 07711 443050

St Mary’s Dental Practice

Dr Ash Ratti (BDS Hons) Kings College London
www.stmarysdental.co.uk

21a St Mary’s Street
Wallingford Oxon 0X10 OEW
Tel 01491 825252

We are a family orientated Practice located in the centre of
Wallingford providing care and consideration from all
members of my team to help provide you with all aspects of
your dental requirements.

For further information, or make an appointment, please
call my Receptionist on 01491 825252

Dorchester News June 2025
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Cinema: Tickets £10 for Adults and £5 for under 16s unless
otherwise stated. All showings at 7.30pm. Doors open at 7.00pm

and the bar will be open so there’s plenty of time to collect drinks
beforehand.

June

Sun 1 Penguin Lessons (12A)

Mon 2 Penguin Lessons (12A)

Tues 3 Macbeth (12A)

Thurs5  The Uninvited (15)

Fri 6 The Uninvited (15)

Sat 7 Holy Cow (15)

Sun 8 Holy Cow (15)

Mon 9 The Phoenician Scheme (15)

Thurs 12 The Phoenician Scheme (15)

Fri13 The Phoenician Scheme (15)

Sat 14 Falling into Place (15)

Sun15  Falling into Place (15)

Mon 16  The Ballad of Wallis Island (12A)

Tues 17  The Ballad of Wallis Island (12A)

Wed 18  Parthenope (15)

Thurs 19  Mission Impossible—The Final Reckoning (12A)
Fri 20 Mission Impossible—The Final Reckoning (12A)
Sat 21 Mission Impossible—The Final Reckoning (12A)

Live Screening
Wed June 4, 2.30pm and 7.30pm
Exhibition on Screen—Michaelangelo (PG),

Tues June 10, 7.00pm
NY Live: A Streetcar Named Desire, (15)
Tickets £18 (adults), £15 (seniors), £10 (under 18s)

Wed June 11, 7.00pm
Romeo and Juliet, (12A)
Tickets £12 (adults), £10 (seniors), £8 (under 18s)

Live on Stage

Tue June 24, Wed June 25, Thurs June 26, Fri June 27, Sat June 28
7.30pm,

Corn Exchange Drama Festival

Chiropodist
Wednesday 11 June
Village Hall
Appointment only
Call 07850 196714
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Thames St, Wallingford OX10 OHD
wallingfordrc.co.uk

Local Rowing Club Races Towards Fundraising Goal with
Chance to Name New Boat
Help Our Young Rowers Get a New Boat!

Wallingford Rowing Club is making waves with a community-
led campaign to raise funds for a new boat for their Juniors -
helped along by a generous offer of matched funding from
Sport England.

Wallingford Rowing Club has already raised over £4,000
through local donations, qualifying them for an £8,000 grant
from Sport England’s ‘Movement’ fund. The campaign is now
in its final stretch, with supporters being offered the unique
chance to name the new boat through a prize draw.

Every £20 donated via the club’s Crowdfunder page earns one
entry into the draw to name the boat—a key piece of
equipment for the club’s growing junior squad, which is in
urgent need of updated resources.

‘Our young rowers train all year and regularly compete against
some of the best-resourced private schools and clubs in the
region,’ said Mrs Uma Urs, volunteer fundraiser and parent at
the club. “This new boat will help level the playing field and
give them the equipment they deserve.”

The club, which is mostly volunteer run, plays a vital role in
promoting sport, confidence and teamwork for young people in
the local area.

‘I's not just about rowing — it's about giving kids from all
backgrounds a chance to thrive,” Mr Geoff Brown, Captain of
the club.

The team is urging the community to help them reach the final
target by donating, sharing the campaign, or checking if their
workplace offers charity donation matching or CSR funding.

Click on the link below to access the CrowdFunder website
and support our Juniors to get a new boat:

https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/p/help-our-young-
rowers-get-a-new-boat
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Day by day

Sun
1 June

7th of Easter
8.00am
Holy Communion (BCP)

10.30am
Sung Eucharist

3.00pm
Forest Church

Sat
7 June

Cherwell Cricket League
Dorchester 2 v Steventon 2
1.00pm

Recreation Ground

: Wed
i 25 June

Parish Council Meeting
7.30pm
Village Hall

Weekly events

Tuesday Coffee Moming
: 11.00am

Dorchester Abbey

Abbey Bell Ringers
Practice
7.30pm

Baby and Toddler
1.45-3.00pm
Dorchester Abbey

i Wednesday

Mobile Post Office

! Sun

Sun
8 June

Pentecost
8.00am
Holy Communion (BCP)

10.30am
Family service

5.00pm
Evensong at Nuneham Courtenay
with Dorchester Abbey Choir

22 June

1st after Trinity
8.00am
Holy Communion (BCP)

10.30am
Morning Worship with Baptism

11.00am-12.00pm but may vary
Qutside Co-op

Wellbeing Walks
10.00am
Qutside Co-op

Thursday

Sat
i 28 June

Wed
11 June

Chiropodist
Village Hall
Appointment only; see page 29

Sat
14 June

Cherwell Cricket League
Dorchester 1 v Stanton Harcourt 1
12.30pm

Recreation Ground

Sun
15 June

Trinity Sunday
8.00am
Holy Communion (BCP)

10.30am
Sung Eucharist

Cherwell Cricket League
Dorchester 1 v Cumnor 2
12.30pm

Recreation Ground

Valorum Care Group
Summer Fete
2.00pm-4.00pm

John Masefield House

Benson Choral Society
Tribute to John Rutter
7.30pm

Dorchester Abbey

Pickleball
St Birinus School playground

Friday Abbey Junior Choir
Practice

6.00pm

Abbey Senior Choir
Practice
7.00pm

: See also the Parish Council website:
i www.dorchesteronthames.co.uk

Sun
: 29 June

Sat
21 June

Cherwell Cricket League
Dorchester 2 v Didcot 5
1.00pm

Recreation Ground

Dorchester Open Gardens
1.00pm to 5.00pm
Various locations

1st after Trinity
8.00am
Holy Communion (BCP)

10.30am
Ordination of Priests, Team Service

Village Fete
12.00 Noon to 4.00pm
Recreation Ground

National Gardens Scheme
Gardens open

2.00pm to 5.00pm

Various locations

Weekly events in
the Village Hall

§Tuesday Move Together with Jo

1.30pm

Yoga
7.30pm

Busby Dance for children

Wednesday
: 3.15pm

Tango
7.30pm

See

Dorchester News

Sunday 15 June

Father’s Day

W

Father’s day off.

June 2025

30

dorchesteronthamesvillagehall.org.uk/
#calendar for additional one-off events.

: Parish Registers
Weddings

10 May Georgina Michael Bamforth

and Victoria Holloway

: Baptisms
25 May Gunner William Garvey and
: Amelia Elizabeth Garvey

For current information about other services
iat Dorchester Abbey see
:www.dorchester-abbey.org.uk

For St Birinus RC Church go to:
! www.stbirinus.co.uk



CONTACTING THE POLICE

To report a non-emergency crime, or to give :
information to Thames Valley Police, call 101.:
Alternatively, call Crimestoppers anonymously on :
0800 555111. In the event of an emergency dial :

999.
HEALTH SERVICES
DIRECT LINE TO URGENT
LocAL HEALTH SERVICES

Dial 111 to access urgent local NHS health care :
services. Where possible, they will book you an:
appointment or transfer you to the people you need:
to speak to or send an ambulance if they think you:
need one. For non-urgent health needs you should :

contact your GP in the usual way.

MINOR INJURIES

The Minor Injuries Unit at Abingdon Hospital,i
Marcham Road, daily from 10.00 am to 10.30 pm: :

01865 903476.

As&E

Berkshire in Reading (01183 225111)

SURGERIES
Berinsfield Health Centre: 01865 340558
Clifton Hampden: 01865 407888
Millstream Benson: 01491 838286

Room HIRE
ABBEY GUEST HOUSE BOOKINGS

To hire the Abbey Guest House for private§
functions, meetings, exhibitions, etc, contact 01865 :

340007,
email admin@dorchester-abbey.org.uk

HIRE OF DORCHESTER VILLAGE HALL

To hire our Village Hall, contact Emily Moore (interim) :

bookings@dotvh.org.uk or 01865 689452.

Please telephone at least 24 hours in advance toé

arrange collection of the key.
FAULTS AND COMPLAINTS
POTHOLE, STREET OR ROAD PROBLEMS

potholes can be reported on
fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk.
In an emergency, call 0345 310 1111,.

BLOCKED DRAINS

Ring Thames Water for blocked drains on 0800 316
9800. Callers will be asked for the postcode of the :

address where the drains are blocked.

REFUSE COLLECTION

If your rubbish is not collected on the due datei

contact the contractor direct. Call 03000 610610 :
: ABBEY E-MAIL:

: admin@dorchester-abbey.org.uk
: Contact details for Church Wardens and other

and the website: www.morerecyling.co.uk

POWER CuTs

If you suffer a power cut call 105 to get Nationalg
Grid who will put you through to the network: the Abbey.

: ABBEY WEBSITE
: www.dorchester-abbey.org.uk

operator.

ANIMAL WELFARE
RSPCA (wildlife): 0300 123 0206
St Tiggywinkles animal rescue: 01844 292292
Swan Lifeline: 01753 859397

MoBILE PosT OFFICE

The Mobile Post Office stops outside the Co—op§
every Wednesday between 11.00am and 12noon but :

may vary.

: www.ageuk.org.uk

i as a client.

Useful Information

Bus SERVICES
Bus services by Going Forward buses
Dorchester to Wallingford and Dorchester

: to Didcot
: To Wallingford: Mon & Wed: - 09.56, 11.10,

13.34;

Fri- 09.56, 11.05, 12.31.

From Wallingford: Mon - 10.05, 12.25;
Fri-12.15, 12.40.

To Didcot Station: Mon & Wed - 10.15,
12.35%.

From Didcot Station: Mon & Wed - 10.50,
13.00.

Dorchester times are at the War Memorial.
See: www.goingforwardbuses.com

Other Bus Services
Service X40 every 30 minutes from the bypass

: at the end of Drayton Road to Oxford and
¢ Wallingford. Information about bus services, is
: available from www.traveline.info and 08712
The nearest A&E units are at the John Radcliffe :
Hospital in Oxford (01865 741166) and the Royal :

002233.

AGE UK

The UK’s largest charity working with older

people For help and advice etc. go to

WALLINGFORD VOLUNTEER CENTRE

WVC Volunteers provide help for the elderly,
: disabled or vulnerable, especially by giving lifts

to medical appointments at hospitals in Oxford,
Abingdon and Reading. You need to register
Contact the Centre for more
information. 01491 836345

www.wallingford.volunteercentre@gmail.com

CONTACTING THE PARISH COUNCIL

: The Parish Clerk is Jenny Welham who can be

contacted on
parishclerk@dorchesteronthames-pc.gov.uk

SODC CoNTACT

Abandoned vehicles, dog fouling, flyposting ori Telephone 01235 422422

graffiti, fly tipping or litter, street cleaning, such as :

broken glass in a cycle lane, unlit lampposts, :
: Abbey House

: Abbey Close
: Abingdon OX14 3JE .

Email: enquiries@southoxon.gov.uk
South Oxfordshire District Council

UserFuL CONTACTS

ANGLICAN PRIEST
: Dorchester Rectory

01865 340007

Abbey information are on the notice board in

: VILLAGE WEBSITE
. www.dorchesteronthames.co.uk

: ROMAN CATHOLIC PRIEST
: The Presbytery

: Fr. John Osman

: Bridge End

01865 340417
www.stbirinus.co.uk

Dorchester Abbey Museum E-mail
: museum@dorchester-abbey.org.uk
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REFUSE COLLECTIONS

Tues 3 June
Tues 10 June
Tues 17 June
Tues 24 June

Black
Green
Black
Green

Weekdays from 7.00am

Weekly: food waste

(in  bio-

: degradable starch-based bag or

: wrapped in newspaper,

: caddy).

in green

: The recycling centre at Oakley

: Wood (off the
: open.8.00am -
: days a week.

: www.oxford.gov.uk/

A4130) is
5.00pm seven
Check website

Index of advertisers page

: Acupuncture Barn
: Arbocare

: Bishop's Court Farm The Snug
: Bishop's Court Farm Equestrian

: Bristow

: Bryan's Locks

: Dorchester Fireplaces
: Fortnums Estates

: Graceful Gardens

. Griffin Interiors

: Horted

: Howard Chadwick Funerals

: In House

: JEM chimney sweep
: Larkmead Vets

: LB Plumbing

: Martin Drew Logs

: Max Wilkinson

: Menopause Couch

: Mossinator

: Oxford Aerials

: Pest Wizards

: Purely Plants

: Q Self Store

: Roy Passey Builders
i St Mary's Dental

: The Landscape Group Oxford

: The Railway Inn Culham
: White Hart
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Bob Hammond

July 10th to 12th 2025

www.ticketsource.co.uk/dads

An outdoor production in
Dorchester Abbey’s Cloister Garden

DADS

Dorchester Amateur Dramatics Society

www.dads.org.uk

Robin Hood and His Merry Men has been tweaked
(with more words from Bob Hammond) with the
permission of Bob Hammond and Lazy Bee Scripts




