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DoT view 
Things seemed to be taking a step 
towards getting back to normality. 
 
Church services have been held both 
in person and online for some weeks 
now, the Village Hall re-opened a few 
weeks ago, and the first OSJ concert 
in Dorchester Abbey is due to take 
place at the end of September.  And 
the pubs and hotels, having 
benefitted from the  government 
scheme  to subsidise meals Monday 
to Wednesday, are now  getting back 
to bringing in their own income. 
 
However, it is quite possible that by 
the time you read this, all could have 
changed.  A surge in the number of 
Covid-19 cases could result in all 
these organisations having to reduce 
their opening or cancelling events.  
  
Even if that does not happen, they 
are all left with a shortfall in their 
income this year, and possibly into 
next.  Socially distanced eating and 
drinking, worshipping and concert-
going does not allow them to  
generate the income that they need.  
Other groups, such as DADS, who 
are not yet able to put on a 
production, and the Abbey bell-
ringers and choir who have had no 
weddings, their main sources of 
income, are also left without any 
income for this year.  
 
There is a whole debate about doing 
what we individually feel comfortable 
with, taking into account the risk to 
ourselves and to others, but for us to 
be able to return to the lively village 
we had pre-Covid, with all of these 
and other institutions intact, then we 
should be considering how we can 
help them, so much part of the 
village, to survive this pandemic. 

Ian Brace 

email:  

dorchesternews@dorchesteronthames.co.uk 
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Dear Friends  
We are back in a ‘who knows…’ situation 
which changed between Jennifer writing 
Talking Point and me preparing this note. 
In the Abbey we have just managed to 
have an outdoor Harvest service and our 
‘What did you do in Lockdown’ exhibition 
and await further government guidance. 
Sadly the thank you party for our 
amazing volunteers did have to be 
cancelled – so THANK YOU volunteers we 
know you don’t need a party but you do 
need our thanks for the amazing work 
you have done during the year. 

I am hoping that we can introduce a ‘by 
invitation’ community coffee morning 
with strict seating arrangements and 
table service on Tuesdays – please get in 
touch if you are interested. At the 
moment the government has said that 
we can continue to worship in a Covid 
secure manner and we have been able to 
re-introduce some music from the choir 
although no congregational singing. 
Please look out for details of Christmas 
services in the November issue of the 
Dorchester News – they will definitely 
happen but may look just a little 
different! 

Revd Sue Booys 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Talking Point 
By the time you read this the nights 
will have drawn in even more and we 
will be heading for the clocks 
changing. The tang of approaching 
autumn that is in the air as I write 
this at the beginning of September 
will have become the norm and the 
swallows now gathering on the wires 
long gone. 

Autumn is a time of year that sees 
nature closing down for the winter 
yet it is also the beginning of much in 
our society, especially this year as we 
emerge from lockdown.  Autumn is 
the beginning of the academic year 
and for those involved in education 
we have seen children and young 
people return to schools and 
colleges.  But not in the same way.  
The arrangements that have had to 
be put in place have required a huge 
amount of work in difficult 
circumstances to ensure as safe an 
environment as possible for 
everyone.   

This gradual opening up after 
lockdown has been greeted with 
mixed emotions.  Some so carefree 
that they think they can just do what 
they like and the risk has passed.  
Others still feel so anxious and 
vulnerable that they are reluctant to 
go out in public.  Most of us are 
probably somewhere in between and 
the places and circumstances where 
we feel comfortable will vary for each 
one of us. 

There is a passage in Paul’s letter to 
the Romans that talks about how we 
should care about people’s different 
opinions.  The matter in question was 
to do with traditions that were 
considered to be still valid for some 
of the early Christian community but 
not for others.  Paul writes 
We who are strong ought to put up 
with the failings of the weak, and not 
to please ourselves. 2Each of us must 
please our neighbour for the good 
purpose of building up the 
neighbour.  (Romans 15:1-2) 

 The future is uncertain and as we 
approach winter we may face greater 
risks to our health.  Surely, therefore, 
we should be acting in ways that 
reassure the most vulnerable in our 
society.  To be courteous when out in 
public and whatever our opinions 
about masks, social distancing and 
meeting up with others have respect 
for those who do not feel as 
confident as we do or are simply 
more cautious for reasons we may 
not be aware of. 

I am sure we have all had our ups and 
downs during these peculiar times 
and had to manage difficult choices, 
but one thing that seems to have 
stood out is the support for others in 
our local communities.  Therefore in 
this transition time let us make sure 
that the care and concern for our 
neighbour does not evaporate but 
continues to be an encouragement 
for us all, whatever the future holds. 

Talking Point                             Rev Jennifer Morton 

The Friends of Dorchester Abbey and the Beauforest 

Society are charities that support the Parochial 

Church Council but have a separate legal identity. 

They raise funds to be used exclusively for the 

restoration, maintenance, and improvements to 

the structure of the Church and the Abbey 

Guesthouse.  

The annual subscription for the Friends is a minimum of £25 or 

Life Membership of £350. For the Beauforest Society the 

annual subscription is £100. 

Details of the work of the Friends together with 

application forms can be found on the Dorchester 

Abbey website www.dorchester-abbey.org.uk and 

the Friends’ notice board in the Abbey. 

For further information contact the membership 

secretary,  Mrs Honor Juniper. 01865 343228 or 

email   friends@dorchester-abbey.org.uk 

The Friends of Dorchester Abbey and the Beauforest Society 
Help to support your Abbey. 

http://www.dorchester-abbey.org.uk
mailto:friends@dorchester-abbey.org.uk
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Dorchester Team Discretionary Fund 
The clergy have at their disposal a limited fund which we are 

able to spend to support people who are in financial difficulties. 

It is particularly helpful in an emergency as we are able to be 

flexible and turn around funding very quickly. If you feel this 

fund could help someone you know, talk to one of the clergy to 

find out more. Referrals are through the clergy and local 

health/ social provider professionals.   

The gradual return to parish worship has been welcomed by 

everyone but compiling information for this newsletter 

immediately after the first round of restrictions means that, 

although we have made a few tweaks to the programme we are 

not yet confident to expand. For October we will continue to 

offer a 10.30 service for the whole Team on Zoom alongside 

fortnightly parish or group worship. There may be some ‘tweaks’ 

to this which will be advertised through weekly emails and local 

contact.  

Wherever you live you may go to any of these services to 

worship. All we ask is that you make sure that we know you are 

coming by emailing or telephoning the parish office.  

This is the pattern of services for October. The services at 

10.30am will be broadcast on Zoom  

4 Oct   

10.30am Bishop Colin’s farewell to Dorchester Team  

8.00am Holy Communion Warborough  

9.00am Holy Communion Drayton    

9.30am Short Parish Prayers Clifton Hampden  

  

11 Oct  

10.30am Holy Communion at Stadhampton  

8.00am Holy Communion Dorchester  

9.00am Holy Communion Berinsfield  

9.30am Holy Communion Long Wittenham 

5.00pm Marsh Baldon 

  

18 Oct  

10.30am  Berinsfield – St Luke’s tide service 

8.00am Holy Communion Warborough  

9.00am Holy Communion Drayton  

10.30am Clifton Hampden Harvest Festival 

  

25 Oct  

10.30am Dorchester Holy Communion—Bible Sunday 

8.00am Holy Communion Dorchester  

9.00am Holy Communion Stadhampton  

9.30pm Holy Communion Long Wittenham 

5.00pm Toot Baldon  

 

Worship during October 

Bishop Colin Farewell to the Dorchester Team 

on 4 October  
This will be a ‘live’ service broadcast from Dorchester Abbey 

solely for our Team. There will be an opportunity to attend this 

service in person but we expect demand to be high and we 

will, if necessary, draw names from a hat! If you haven’t 

already done so please register your interest for this service 

with the parish office by telephoning 01865 340007. We are 

delighted that the Rev Canon Rachel Carnegie will be formally 

licensed to the Team at this service.  

Licensing of the Rev Paul Wignall to the Bridge 

Group of parishes on 7 October  
Again this will be a ‘live’ service broadcast from the Abbey. 

The link for Zoom will be published on the Services page of the 

Dorchester Abbey Website. The details are  

Meeting ID: 879 7398 7347  Passcode: Bridge 

Heavenly Host – Dorchester 

Visitation of Angels 
This was not the plan. 2020 was going to be an 

Angels-free year.   

But it wasn’t, was it?   We have been blessed with wonderful 

angel heroes in many public service, retail and voluntary roles 

locally and nationally.  So Heavenly Host Angels (small hand 

made angels) will visit Dorchester, bringing joy and fun in 

Advent.  (Safety issues re quarantine and distribution will be 

addressed, according to then current rules.) 

If you would like to knit an angel free kits will be available, from 

September 27, in the back of the Abbey during its open hours 

(see Abbey website).  Spare yarn gratefully accepted.  Please 

contact Denise Line on 340905.  The Facebook page is 

Heavenly Host Dorchester on Thames. 

A pattern, including further information, is reproduced in this 

magazine on page 18 
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Hempcroft  Allotments   
October 

Each year four trophies are awarded by the 

Hempcroft Allotment Association and these are normally 

presented at the AGM towards the end of September.  This 

year for Covid 19 reasons the normal AGM will not be held and 

therefore the winners of the particular trophies are announced 

via  this column. There has been a tremendous amount of work 

carried out this year by allotment holders and many people 

have commented that the llotments have never looked better. 

Best Overall Allotment. -  Simon Stafford  

A combination of good husbandry and crop diversity in a well 

managed allotment. 

Best Crop Diversity - Peter Collinson 

This speaks for itself; a nice variety of plants. 

 Best Husbandry - Gillian Johnson 

 Gillian and her immediate neighbours were all strong 

contenders for this trophy and on a split vote Gillian got it. 

 Best Newcomer - Jill Battson 

 Jill took over a new plot this year and soon every inch of the 

plot was producing crops. 

Edward Metcalfe 

edmetcalfe@yahoo.co.uk 

01865 340160 

Wallingford Food Bank 
Thank you to everyone who donated food and other items this 

month.  This has enabled us to take more than ten bags of 

goods to the distribution point in Wallingford for the volunteers 

to make deliveries to needy households. 

I have just received last month’s report from Wallingford.  The 

Food Bank premises do not have a lot of storage space and at 

the moment they do not need any more donations of pasta, 

baked beans, tinned tomatoes and soup.  There is however 

urgent need for hot dogs, corned beef, rice pudding, custard, 

cereal, biscuits and long life fruit juice.  

You can still leave donations in my yellow box and we will take 

them to Wallingford as usual, but I understand that the Food 

Bank donations box is back again in Waitrose in Wallingford 

for those of you who prefer to donate there. 

Judy Parker 

Photo: Helen Russell, and we hope that the counselling 

required after taking this photo has helped. 

Dorchester Village Hall 

200 Club Prize Draw 
Congratulations to the winners of the 

September draw.  

The next draw will be in December, with a first prize of £100 so 
join now for a chance to win! 

The 200 Club is a quarterly prize draw to reward supporters 

and raise funds for the village hall. We need new members to 

keep the draw worthwhile but there are good odds of winning 

as there is a maximum of 200 tickets in the draw. A ticket for 

the year (4 draws from when you join) only costs £12. To join, 

contact Elaine Moore on 340441 or email 

200club@dotvh.org.uk for a form. You can pay by cash, 

cheque or standing order. 

Thank you for your support and good luck! 

Elaine 

1st Prize  £75 No. 80 Dr M Airs  

2nd Prize  £45  No. 192 Mr R Anderson 

3rd Prize £25 No.131 Mr G Stores 

Dorchester and District 
Royal British Legion 

As I write the inaugural meeting of 

Dorchester and District Royal British 

Legion planned for Wednesday 23 

September will hopefully have already 

taken place. 

However, we have been informed by the Legion 

headquarters that there can be no ‘face to face’ AGMs this 

year. Normally this must be held between 1 October and 30 

November each year. We will therefore try to arrange an 

alternative digital means of meeting (probably by using 

Zoom). Members will be advised of the details of when and 

how this will be conducted by email or post closer to the time. 

Similarly we hope to be able to provide further details of the 

Remembrance Day service that will take place on Sunday 8 

November in next month’s Dorchester News. 

Chris Hill  
Chairman of Dorchester and District RBL. 
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The Home Library Service is FREE of 

charge. 
Do you enjoy reading or listening to audio books but are not 

able to get to a library?  Then you need the Home Library 

Service provided by Oxfordshire Libraries. 

It’s simple to use. A Home Library Service volunteer will be 

assigned to you to bring new books once a month and collect 

the ones you have finished with.  We offer a full range of 

books: 

Fiction and non-fiction 

Books in Large Print 

Audio books on CD 

Music CDs 

DVDs 

No charge for late returns or reservations 

The volunteer will phone you to find out what sort of books 

you like and if you have got a list of books you would like to 

read that’s even better!   

Volunteers wear identification badges and are DBS 

checked. At the moment they will leave the books on your 

doorstep so that you’re Covid secure. 

To register for this service or for further information: 

• Phone Linda at Berinsfield Library 01865 340771 

E-mail berinsfield.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

Weekly fun during 
Lockdown 

Sherlock Holmes and more this 
month! 
There have been many plays that 

feature Sherlock Holmes but, the first 

play that we will be reading in October 

is ‘The Speckled Band’ which was 

written by Arthur Conan Doyle himself. 

Our readings are held online every 

Monday at 7.30 pm.  

Everyone is welcome, whether you 

would like to read or just want to listen. 

You don’t have to have any previous 

acting experience nor do you need to be a member of DADS. 

You can register to join us via Facebook 

@DorchesterAmDramSocietyDADS or the DADS website 

www.dads.org.uk. 

For updates on what we will be reading next follow our 

Facebook page, or email membershipdads@gmail.com and 

ask to be put on the play reading mailing list. 

mailto:library@oxfordshire.gov.uk
http://www.dads.org.uk
mailto:membershipdads@gmail.com
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Welcome to the new landlord and  

landlady at The George 
At the end of August The George saw the arrival of a new 

landlord and landlady, John and Lesley Williams, who, with their 

assistant manager, Dale, have now taken over the reins,  

Jonathan and Soul, featured in the April 2020 issue of 

Dorchester News having departed.  Dorchester News popped 

along to welcome John. 

With the new team there is no shortage of knowledge about 

managing a pub and hotel.  John and Lesley already run the 

The Old Crown at Faringdon, where they have been for three 

years and in the pub and hotel business for a lot longer at 

various locations mostly around Oxfordshire and Wiltshire. They 

will now run both establishments, with Lesley largely 

concentrating on The Old Crown and John at The George, but 

all three of the team will be seen here in Dorchester from time to 

time. 

A week after arriving, they have already made some changes to 

the bar area and have been giving the kitchen a deep clean.  

They are also concentrating on getting all the bedrooms up and 

running, with seven of the 25 out of commission at the moment.  

It is a little soon for them to discussing their future plans, but in 

the immediate term they are extending the opening hours from 

mid-day to 10.00pm Monday to Thursday, to 11.00pm on Friday 

and Saturday, with Sunday closing at 8.00pm.  They were 

kicking off with a Curry Night on Friday 4 September, which we 

hear was well attended.  Lunchtime food is kept simple by all 

dishes being £5.95. The evening menu will feature a special that 

will constantly change and Sunday lunch will be a highlight of 

the offering.  John says he has an excellent butcher so the 

roasts on Sundays will be superb. 

Some thoughts about the longer term are to open up the 

function room for events such as wedding receptions, and John 

says that live music has always played a part in his pubs.  At 

The Old Crown he hosts a three-day music festival each year, 

which last year had 45 artists appearing, ranging from belly 

dancers to rock.  Hotel guests had a real American blues band 

playing for them over breakfast! Perhaps we shall see 

something similar here. 

They are taking over at what is surely quite a difficult time as the 

progress of the pandemic remains erratic and unpredictable.  

But I am sure we all wish John, Lesley and Dale well with The 

George, and hope to see them there for many years to come.     
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We finally all returned to school at the 

beginning of September and what a joy it has 

been! We have completed our first week now 

and we all feel tired but glad to be here.  

The return to school has been welcome and exciting for our 

children. They all seem happy and are settling into their new 

handwashing and sanitising routines really well. Staff are 

working really hard to ensure procedures are in place to keep 

everyone safe and well. 

It has been an absolute pleasure getting to know the school 

community over the last week and I’m pleased to tell you that 

children in our school are enjoying finding out all about their 

new classmates and topics. 

We are all trying to earn Dojo points – an online points 

system that parents can also access on an app – for 

displaying our school values; belonging, inclusion, respect, 

creativity, honesty, trust and compassion. I have been so 

impressed with the enthusiasm and excitement from the 

children who love seeing their points appear on the screen.  

I would personally like to say thank you to the Dorchester 

community for making me feel so welcome here. I look 

forward to sharing more school successes with you as the 

term goes on.  

Jo Staples 

Headteacher 

St Birinus School News 
         Pre-School 
We were very happy to open the doors at the 

start of the new term and welcome 9 new 

children to Pre-School. All of the new children 

have been settling in really well, making new 

friendships and getting to know each other. We’ve been 

painting, exploring with Duplo in the construction area, looking 

at the numbers 1-5 in the maths area, making noise with the 

musical instruments and playing outside hunting for bugs. 

We had a lovely graduation in the garden for the children who 

have moved on to school, with most of them going next door to 

the village school, it’s nice to see them walking past in their 

new uniforms! 

If you would like to find out more about what we can offer then 

please email admin@dorchesterpreschool.co.uk.  

Ed Shrimpton 
Chair 

mailto:admin@dorchesterpreschool.co.uk
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Be tempted into regular play on our stunning, freshly repainted 

tennis courts, also reconditioned and upgraded earlier this year, to 

meet high LTA standards.  Don’t miss this wonderful opportunity to 

participate in this great sport which can have marvellous beneficial 

effects on our mental health as well as keeping us in good physical 

shape.   Join Dorchester Tennis Club to receive  priority access to 

the courts, club sessions and entry to the 2021 draw for Wimbledon 

tickets.  Popular adult coaching has just started; contact us for 

details of further sessions. 

Brilliant pricing - £25 individual, £40 family membership - this year 

only. 

   
All abilities very welcome 

Wednesday 
10.00am – 12.30pm Open club mixed session                                                       

Friday 
10.30am – 12.30pm Ladies morning 

Saturday 
Gentlemen’s morning 

Sunday                              
10.30am to 12.30pm -  Open club mixed session 

 
  

Enquires to  Chris Smith 

chriscssmith@btinternet.com                 

Tel. 01865 341947 

Dorchester tennis Dorchester tennis   
keeping our community keeping our community 
fit, healthy & entertainedfit, healthy & entertained 

mailto:chriscssmith@btinternet.com
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I am very sorry to say my 

farewells to you all, having 

been the Education Officer at 

Dorchester Abbey for just over 10 ½ years! I can hardly believe 

it, as the time seems to have flown by!  I officially started my 

role on 1st January 2010 and my final official day was 15th 

September 2020.  People have asked why I’m leaving, when I 

clearly love my job and all my special times at the Abbey.  The 

reason is because I’d like to pursue some creative courses, 

which I would not be able to do whilst continuing to do both of 

my jobs (i.e. teaching in Oxford and working at the Abbey), so 

one of them, sadly, had to give!   

I have to say from the very moment I started my role I was 

welcomed with open arms by everyone who met me.  Offers of 

help and support were always there, from the less obvious like 

being involved with the local Dorchester dig and museum via 

the lovely John Metcalfe and Anne-Marie Joffrin, to Tim Cook 

shooting arrows over the Abbey beams and offering endless 

help in many other ways, to IT/Audio-Visual/organisational/

marketing and the plethora of other skills of Nick and Steph 

Forman, to my helpful group of ‘chaps’ installing the ‘Angels’ on 

high.  But there was also the less expected help in the form of 

the many people who supported the multitude of craft 

workshops we’ve staged for various events, but more 

particularly the amazing education volunteers such as Ellie 

Ribeiro and Gill Whitten, amongst others, without whom many 

of my school visits would not have been possible!  It was thanks 

to Ellie we were able to develop our Roman Experience Day, a 

follow on from the Anglo-Saxon Experience days we began to 

stage in 2014, when the primary curriculum changed.  Also a 

huge thanks to Gill for her knowledge of a lifetime as a teacher 

with her amazing ideas and her ability to put my vague 

concepts for workshops (such as the Shadow Puppets) into 

action, making them fully come to life!  There are many, many 

more people I’d like to thank, but if I were to do that the thin 

parish magazine of the Dorchester News would be more like the 

thick wad of the Yellow Pages!! 

Abbey Education Officer Farewell! 
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STEVE WILKINSON & SON 
Est 1990 

Property maintenance in 

Dorchester area 

Painting: Interior and Exterior,  

Plastering, Stonework, 

Patios, Repointing brick & stone, 

Fencing. 

Telephone: 01865 891554 

Mobile: 07885 538514 

There have been some wonderful highlights to these 10 years 

that I will take away with me, especially my first organised 

schools event in 2011 of the interfaith primary Pilgrimage and 

Worship day, as well as being involved with the fantastic 

Friends’ staging of the 2012 John Piper and the Church 

exhibition, which as an art historian was a sheer privilege!  As 

mentioned above I enjoyed inventing special study days, 

especially our hugely popular Anglo-Saxon Experience Day.  I 

also loved being able to stage interactive ‘exhibition’ events, in 

particular starting with the first enormously ambitious NARNIA 

in October-November 2016.  But this turned out to be the most 

amazing unprecedented success, so much so that it led to the 

staging of other events, such as Angels and Light, but in 

particular to the restaging of NARNIA earlier this year, luckily 

just before the impact of Covid was felt.  One of my abiding 

memories was of a child who had visited the first NARNIA 

exhibition, years later coming on a school visit to the Abbey but 

talking in such detail and with such excitement of their 

memories of their NARNIA experience.  I have also had young 

PGCE teachers fondly remembering visiting the Abbey as 

pupils too! 

I have learned a great deal during my time here, not just from a 

historical or educational perspective, but also from a personal 

level, with my interaction with the Dorchester congregation, 

parish and wider community.  Coffee mornings became a 

weekly highlight, not just for the welcome chance to get a lovely 

cup of coffee but the fellowship engaged in with locals and 

visitors, often an opportunity for inspiring conversations, 

suggestions and offers of help! 

It is with great sadness that I leave my role as Education Officer 

behind me, but hopefully I won’t be leaving all of you special 

people behind, as I hope to see you off and on in my future 

visits to the village, a place I’ve always considered a home 

away from home!  

Margaret Craig,  
Abbey Education Officer 

September 2020 
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Dorchester Abbey 
Museum  
We’re Open 

please come and see us! 

In October we’re open every 

Saturday 2.00-5.00 pm 

Please be assured that you’ll feel safe in the 

Museum as we have careful Covid-19 protection 

protocols in place: hand sanitizer, one-way 

system, social distancing, only a small number of 

people allowed entry at the same time, etc.  

Christmas shopping event 
Sat 7 and Sun 8 November 

2.00-4.00pm 
with mulled juice and mince 

pies! 
 
Come to the Museum Gift Shop and buy your 

Xmas cards and presents early, with mulled juice 

and mince pies! We have Abbey Xmas cards and 

others, as well as books, greeting cards and a 

wide range of small gifts for children and adults 

 
. Edith Stedman’s Cookbook 

To mark the 60
th

 anniversary of the 

Museum’s opening by Edith, we’ve 

reissued her charming Monastery Guest 

House Cook Book  

Price £7.50.  Available from the Museum or Linda 

Hender, 11 Page Furlong, tel 01865 340032, email: 

linda.hender@btinternet.com 

A few of the objects that you can see in  

Dorchester Abbey Museum 

mailto:linda.hender@btinternet.com
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The 2020 Autumn Flower and 

Produce Show

The first ever Dorchester Virtual Flower Show was a great success.  Judge for yourself at:
https://www.dorchester-on-thames.co.uk/posts/event/autumn
where you can see all the entries and winners. 
 
Forty-two people entered, mainly online, and some accepted the invitation to bring real cake and 
jam to the tearoom. All of those ‘real’ entries were kindly donated to the Abbey Tearoom. The total 
number of show entries was 78. 
 
Thank you very much to everyone who entered and supported the show. Thanks to Steph Forman 
and the Tearoom volunteers, to Dan Duke for website help, and to Ian Brace at Dorchester News.
 
Special thanks to the judges, and to the committee for all their hard work. Running the show was 
certainly different – slightly cross-eyed from computer screens instead of the normal adrenaline
fuelled day. We hope you enjoyed it, and we’ll see you in the Spring, hopefully in the Village Hall 
instead of in cyberspace. 

Children’s Class – A Halloween Mask  

1st Alastair Mucklow  

  

A collection of 4 different types of vegetables in a container.   

1st Charles Dickerson, Winner of The Vegetable  

Collection Plate.   

2nd Donna Watkin  

3rd = Claire Flowers and Lawrence Petherbridge (joint 
entry) 
Sarah Taylor  

Highly  

Commended  

Roger Seabrook, Margaret Broadbent, Nick Forman, 

David Parker  

  

One dahlia, any size  

1st Sarah Taylor, Winner of The HC Smith Dahlia Cup  

2nd Anne Thomson  

3rd= Elizabeth Parker 
Donna Watkin 

Highly  

Commended  

Charles Dickerson  

  

Flower Arranging – A Posy for Bees  

1st Vera Baker, Winner of The Floral Art Cup  

2nd Susan Jupp 

3rd  Fiona Pereira 

  

Sponge Cake, any flavour, buttercream filling.  
(judged from the real thing) 

1st Susan Jupp, Winner of The Victoria Sandwich 

Award  

2nd Jan Rimmer  

3rd  Steph Forman  

Roll of Honour 
(all entries were judged from submitted photographs unless otherwise stated)
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The 2020 Autumn Flower and 

Produce Show 

The first ever Dorchester Virtual Flower Show was a great success.  Judge for yourself at: 
thames.co.uk/posts/event/autumn-flower-show-tbc/ 

two people entered, mainly online, and some accepted the invitation to bring real cake and 
entries were kindly donated to the Abbey Tearoom. The total 

Thank you very much to everyone who entered and supported the show. Thanks to Steph Forman 
and the Tearoom volunteers, to Dan Duke for website help, and to Ian Brace at Dorchester News. 

Special thanks to the judges, and to the committee for all their hard work. Running the show was 
eyed from computer screens instead of the normal adrenaline-

ll see you in the Spring, hopefully in the Village Hall 

A Pot of Jam, any flavour 
(judged from the real thing) 

1st Julie Evans  

2nd Ellie Ribeiro  

3rd Honor Juniper  

  

.  Photography, subject beginning with ‘F’  

1st Ruth Clarke, Winner of The Blackwell Pho-

tography Cup for best photo in show  

2nd Denise Line  

3rd  Ian Brace  

Highly  

Commended  

Christobal Conde  

  

Photography, a funny photo  

1st Gaynor Roberts  

2nd Megan Parry  

3rd Ian Brace  

  

Best kept Allotment 
(judged from the real thing  

Simon Stafford, Winner of the Best Kept Allotment Tray 

Roll of Honour  
(all entries were judged from submitted photographs unless otherwise stated) 
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How to make  a  

Heavenly Host Angel 
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Organise fuel bills, suppliers 
before winter  

Citizens Advice tip 
Did you know that Citizens Advice has advisers 

who can help you sign up with a new fuel or electricity 

company, or switch to a better tariff?  

There’s no charge for our time and you won’t be steered 

towards one particular supplier because we're impartial, 

having no links with any of them. We offer one-on-one 

sessions (by telephone at present) and we'll take a close look 

at your individual situation. 

Now is the time to sort it out before winter closes in with cold 

autumn gales.  

We can help you understand energy bills and various kinds 

of tariffs, supporting you if you want to switch and calculating 

the savings you might make. If you've fallen behind on bill 

payments, we can advise you on ways to reduce your debt 

by budgeting or trying a new payment scheme, for example.  

We can also tell you about energy efficiency measures 

around the house, like draught-proofing windows and doors 

and installing LED light bulbs. Grants may be available to pay 

for thermal insulation. 

We can check your benefit entitlements and help you to claim 

them if you're eligible. There are several helpful schemes like 

the Priority Services Register and the Warm Home Discount. 

And if you have any complaints against your current supplier, 

we can help you resolve them. 

You can find the relevant information on our 

website at www.citizensadvice.org.uk/energy or phone our 

Adviceline on 0300 330 9042. 

Do you care for a friend or relative? 
Do you look after a friend or a relative in their home or 

yours? If so, Healthwatch Oxfordshire wants to hear from 

you! 

As an independent champion for people who use health and 

social care, we want to know what it is like to be an unpaid 

carer and about the help and support you receive or need. 

Even if you only help someone for a few hours or you don’t 

see yourself as a ‘carer’, your views are important. 

If you are aged 18 or over and care for an adult relative, 

friend or neighbour who is elderly or has an illness, disability, 

mental health problem or addiction please share your views 

by completing an anonymous survey at 

 www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/Unpaidcarers 

If you’d prefer to talk this through over the phone, or to ask 

for a paper copy of the survey to be sent out to you, please 

call 01865 520520.  

To find out more about Healthwatch Oxfordshire see 

 www.healthwatchoxfordshire.co.uk 

Hydrotherapy pool under threat 
Royal Berkshire Hospital Hydrotherapy pool is under threat of 

closure, even though many patients with conditions ranging 

from arthritis, muscular-skeletal and neurological conditions, 

lymphoedema, osteoporosis, neuropathy, polio, fibromyalgia, 

post hip replacement,  etc. gain tremendous benefit from this 

therapy. 

Hydrotherapy is different from swimming;  it involves special 

exercises done in a pool with a physiotherapist, with water 

temperature at 33o-36oC (warmer than a typical swimming 

pool). 

• Warmth of the water allows muscles to relax, helping 

patients to exercise more extensively 

• Water supports weight, which increases the range of 

movement. 

• Patients often exercise without pain, partly due to 

reduced muscle spasm in water. 

More info on  

https://aftercancers.com/hydrotherapy-petition/ 

Users say they would lose their sense of independence; not 

having to rely on walking aids, wheelchairs, etc. in the pool, 

they can carry out exercises that are impossible without water 

for support, especially if they are paraplegic, etc., and 

exercise improves their general-being. 

Currently Berks West Clinical Commissioning Group 

(BWCCG) is seeking reader's views on future provision of 

hydro services at the Royal Berkshire Hospital. Users, 

physios, carers, parents, etc. They ask that you complete this 

survey and let BWCCG know you wish this pool to stay open 

www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/hydrotherapy 

 Verite Reily Collins 

Royal Berkshire Hospital Main Entrance 

http://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/energy
https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/Unpaidcarers/
http://www.healthwatchoxfordshire.co.uk
https://aftercancers.com/hydrotherapy-petition/
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/hydrotherapy
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Remembering The George Hotel 

To welcome John and Lesley Williams, the new landlord and 

landlady at The George, here are a few recollections of how 

it used to be. 

The picture below of the rear of The George was taken in 

about 1890, so there’s probably not many of use who 

remember that.  The chickens have now gone, but it is still 

recognisable.   

Jumping forward to about 1957, this sunny shot of the High 

St shows no traffic or parked vehicles and a flagpole 

complete with flag.  The stage coach hadn’t arrived by then. 

Finally, from my personal collection, a bill from 1974.  

Proprietor Gerry Stonhill.  A room for two for the night was 

£5 plus VAT at 8%.  That’s equal to £48 now plus VAT at 20% 

giving a total room cost of £58.  The equivalent room is 

currently advertised at £69 inc VAT, so not too different.  

Breakfast, at £1.50 plus VAT (£1.62 in total) would be equal 

to £14.40 now after inflation.  Included in the room, it is 

currently advertised at £17.  So what cost me £7.02 when I 

stayed there in 1974, paid in cash (the only cards they took 

were American Express and Diner’s Club) would now be 

£86, a 16% increase after inflation and the increase in VAT. 

But I bet the rooms are more comfortable now! 

George Inn Yard, Dorchester, c1890 

Oxfordshire County Council Libraries 

The George, Dorchester–on-Thames, 1957 

TVAP Postcards, Oxford 
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Advertising in  
Dorchester News 

Costs per issue are for an eighth of a page £11.75 mono, 
£12.75 colour; quarter page £23.50 mono, £25.50 colour; 
half page £35.25 mono, £38.50 colour and full page £47.00 
mono, £51.00 colour.  There are ten issues per year. 
 
Please send artwork to  
dorchesternews@dorchesteronthames.co.uk  
one week before the deadline for editorial copy given on 
page 2. 
 
One-time adverts, please send a cheque, payable to 
‘Dorchester Abbey PCC’, to  
Nick Forman,  
Willoughby House,  
73 High Street,  
Dorchester-on-Thames,  
OX10 7HN.  

Solution to Dorchester News Crossword 
No. 13                                   Compiled by Slider 

Mea culpa 

Apologies to the Crossword fans  who were unable to 

complete this one last month because the clue for 5 

Down was missing!  That was totally the fault of the 

editor. It was posted on Facebook and was in the 

downloadable version on the Abbey and village 

websites, so I hope that you found it there.  And 

thank you to the vigilant Crossword fan who spotted 

the omission within hours of the Dorchester News 

appearing. 
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T.W Hayden 
Heating Services 

 

Tel: 01865340720 
Mobile: 07813904055 

E-mail: Twhayden@tiscali.co.uk 
 
All plumbing and heating works undertaken. 
Free estimates. 
 
 

15 Fane Drive, Berinsfield,  
Wallingford, Oxford, OX10 7NB 
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Co-Option To Fill Parish Council Vacancy 

The Parish Council has received permission to fill the Casual 

Vacancy that arose when Cllr Viviane Quirke resigned due to 

pressure of other work by the process of co-option. 

All those interested in being considered for this vacancy should 

contact the Clerk before the Council’s next meeting which 

takes place on Wednesday 14 October. 

Website Accessibility 

The Parish Council has taken steps to ensure that the Village 

website conforms with the new website accessibility 

regulations which took effect on 23 September. It is important 

that everyone can easily access information provided by local 

councils including those with disabilities.  

The Parish Council asks that those submitting copy for 

inclusion on the Village website should first seek information 

about web accessibility from their usual on-line information 

provider. 

Council Meetings 

The October Parish Council Meeting will take place on 

Wednesday 14 October and will commence at 7.30pm. The 

Agenda will be posted on Village Noticeboards and on the 

Parish Council section of the Village website – 

www.dorchesteronthames.co.uk – three working days in 

advance.  

It is expected that this meeting will be held ‘remotely’ but all 

Parish Council meetings are open to the public and any 

resident who wishes to raise any matter of concern is welcome 

to do so at the start of the meeting. Please contact the Clerk no 

later than 3.00pm on the afternoon before the meeting so that 

the necessary access arrangements can be made 

Contacting the Parish Council 

The Parish Clerk is Geoffrey Russell of The Pigeons (next to 

The Fleur de Lys), 5-7 High Street, Dorchester-on-Thames 

OX10 7HH  

Telephone (during normal office hours, please, unless an 

emergency) 07745 311439. Texts are always welcome.   

e –mail: parishclerk@dorchesteronthames.co.uk 

Cllr Mark Williams, the Chairman, can be contacted via 

chairman@dorchesteronthames.co.uk  

Parish Council Notices 

The parish council plays an important role in helping make 

Dorchester what we, the residents want to be. As well as 

overseeing the management of the parish’s property such as 

the rec, the cemetery and allotments, we help support local 

priorities such as cleaning our streets, helping to maintain our 

footpaths and offering an opinion to the planning authorities on 

building plans in our area. We are usually a band of nine  

councillors but one of our number has had to withdraw due to 

work commitments. So we have a vacancy to co-opt an 

additional councillor.  New and alternative voices are vital to 

what we do so if you would like to talk about joining our 

number please do respond to the advert in Dorchester News 

this month. We meet once a month in the evening so putting 

yourself forward really won’t take over your life but I hope it will 

be fun and rewarding for you. 

Last month I highlighted our support for the government’s 

initiative to clean up Britain in September. Thank you to those 

who have volunteered and walked our lanes and paths with 

litter pickers and collection bags, we appreciate your efforts. 

There will be a full report about what has been collected in 

next month’s edition of Dorchester News. And, of course, there 

is no need to stop in September, a stroll to fill a bag with crisp 

packets and drinks bottles is strangely satisfying, so please do 

give it a go.  

Mark Williams 
Chairman DoT Parish Council 

chairman@dorchesteronthames.co.uk 

From the Chairman 

of the Parish Council 

Dorchester Window Cleaning Service 
We provide a friendly reliable service every 5-6 weeks.   

Free quote—no obligation.  Est 1990 

Contact Craig Taylor 

Tel: 01235 512881.  Mob: 07778 661548 

www.elitewindowcleaningservice.com 
 

A bill can be left for postal payment if you are not home. 

Online payment also welcome. 

Other services include: Conservatory roof cleaning; Fascia 

cleaning; Gutters unblocked & cleaned out. 

For information about the Parish Council go to  

https://www.dorchester-on-thames.co.uk/parish-council/ 

This includes the minutes of all Parish Council Meetings and 

financial information such as monthly bank balances and 

payments as well as a record of all planning matters upon 

which the Parish Council has been consulted and reports 

from our County and District Councillors. 

http://www.dorchesteronthames.co.uk
mailto:parishclerk@dorchesteronthames.co.uk
mailto:chairman@dorchesteronthames.co.uk
mailto:chairman@dorchesteronthames.co.uk
https://www.dorchester-on-thames.co.uk/parish-council/
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FOR A BEAUTIFUL GARDEN 
Choose from our wide range of quality garden services: design and 

construction, plants and maintenance. We tailor-make our service for you.  
 

For a free, no-obligation visit and written estimate from RHS qualified 
staff, call 01865 891634,  

or  email info@brannfordsgardens.co.uk 
Full details at www.brannfordsgardens.co.uk 

 

 

Bell Motors 
Behind H Cafe at the Berinsfield roundabout 

 
MOT’s while you wait 

£15 discount on MOT’s when you quote this advert 

 

 On site MOT bay and Workshops. 

All makes and models catered for 
Need a service give us a call. 

 

Electronic diagnostics:~ engine management, ABS, air bags all 
undertaken. 

Need a SERVICE. (10 % discount when you quote this advert) 
We supply and fit exhausts, brakes, batteries  

We will carry out any MOT work required. (tyres and air con 
please call for quote)  

 

Free collection of your vehicle,  
or we will take you home and collect you upon completion. 

 

We will come out for breakdowns/recovery as needed. 
Welding, you break it we will try and repair it, and not just your 

car!! 
Garden machinery not starting we may be able to help? 

All credit and debit cards welcome. 
 

MOT`s   01865  341039 

WORKSHOP   01865  341155 

MOBILE   07931970392 
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New emergency assistance grant available  
There’s a new fund available for voluntary and community 
groups who are helping people struggling to afford food and 
other essential provisions as a result of Covid-19.  

The money is available in the form of emergency assistance 
grants of up to £5,000 and if you are working with any 
constituted groups like voluntary covid-19 community 
response groups or mutual aid groups, you can apply. You can 
find out more information on our website, or contact me 
directly. 

Business Grant update   
Across South Oxfordshire we’ve given out well over £1 million 
in Discretionary Business Grants.  

The fund was provided to us by the government to help 
support small and micro-businesses affected by Covid-19, 
particularly those not eligible for other business grants. Over 
the last four months our Economic Development and several 
other departments have worked incredibly hard to process the 
applications and make the payments quickly. In South 
Oxfordshire 107 micro and small businesses each received a 
£10,000 grant, making a total of £1,070,000 that we were able 
to give out.  

 New website goes live  
We’ve soft-launched our new council website to gather public 
feedback, and we’d love to know what you think of it. If you’d 
like to try the site out, please head to    
http://www.southoxon.gov.uk/news/2020/2020-08/try-out-
our-new-website-and-let-us-know-what-you-think 

Inspector publishes preliminary findings into South 
Oxfordshire Local Plan  
The Council has received the Inspector’s preliminary findings 
on the emerging South Oxfordshire Local Plan.  The Planning 
Inspector Jonathan Bore sent a letter, which sets out his 
preliminary conclusions on matters that arose during the 
examination of the emerging Plan, which is being progressed 
following a legal Direction from controversial Secretary of 
State Robert Jenrick, preventing our administration from 
significantly influencing the content of the plan.  

Disappointingly for those of us who contributed to the 
examination and presented arguments, as I did, the inspector 
did not choose to remove any of the green belt sites from the 
plan, although some improvements have been made to the 
plan’s environmental policies. 

There will be an opportunity this autumn for the public to 
comment on the main modifications requested by the 

Inspector. Mr Bore’s letter is available on the council’s website 
at www.southoxon.gov.uk/examination. 

  The council is also responding to the government’s 
consultation on a new Planning system – I have concerns 
about lack of democratic accountability in the proposals and 
what they may mean for Neighbourhood Development Plans, 
which many communities spend hours and indeed years 
preparing. There is also no clear mechanism on how affordable 
and social housing will be provided under the new system.  

Berinsfield Garden Village 
A funding bid has been prepared for Berinsfield Garden Village 
in response to an invitation from Homes England for 2020-21 
programme funding. A staffing structure has been approved 
for the Garden Communities team and the process of hiring 
has begun. We anticipate having our team in place by late 
Autumn and will begin forming a community working group 
once we have officers in place to organise that work.  

Emily Cockle has been appointed as head of development and 
regeneration, which is the department I’m responsible for, and 
will be overseeing the project. She joins us from Ridge and 
Partners, where she established a development and 
regeneration service, and is a member of the Chartered 
Institute of Housing, the Royal Institution of Chartered 
Surveyors and the Institute of Place Management. 

Robin.Bennett@southoxon.gov.uk 
tel. 01865 858680 
m. 07979 646815 

    From your District Councillor… 

                   ...Robin Bennett 

 

 

CLASSES ARE BACK IN VENUES WITH SOCIAL 
DISTANCING  

DORCHESTER, BENSON, RADLEY 

BCP level 3 certified teacher and Low Back Pain Practitioner; specialis-
ing in back & joint care, sports rehab, pre & post natal and Parkinsons 

Disease 

Beginners, Mixed Ability, Runners & Cycling specific , LiveStream  classes 
& 121 sessions available for personalised programmes 

To book contact Claire on 07801 298 978 

www.millstreampilates.co.uk 

claire@millstreampilates.co.uk 

http://www.southoxon.gov.uk/news/2020/2020-08/try-out-our-new-website-and-let-us-know-what-you-think
http://www.southoxon.gov.uk/news/2020/2020-08/try-out-our-new-website-and-let-us-know-what-you-think
http://www.southoxon.gov.uk/examination
mailto:Robin.Bennett@southoxon.gov.uk
http://www.millstreampilates.co.uk
mailto:claire@millstreampilates.co.uk
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Public Health – COVID-19  

In the seven days up to 28 August, there has been a total of 63 

confirmed COVID-19 cases in Oxfordshire. This is a decrease 

from 88 cases in the previous week. 

• This is equivalent to a weekly rate of new cases of 9.1 per 

100,000 residents. 

• The majority of the new cases are in Oxford, where the 

number has fallen from 41 to 23.  

• The weekly rate for Oxford currently stands at 15.1 cases per 

100,000 population, which sees the city moving to a yellow 

alert status, down from amber the previous week. 

• The increase is predominantly among young people aged 

between 18 and 29. The increase can be partly attributed to 

people returning from holidays in Europe, where cases of the 

virus are rising, and partly to lower levels of adherence to 

social distancing. 

Total cases by District: Cherwell 751, Oxford 1020, South 

Oxfordshire 650, Vale of White Horse 534, West Oxfordshire 

564 and Oxfordshire 3,519 

Our response 

This continues to be a fast-moving situation, and the County 

Council Public Health Surveillance Unit is monitoring it very 

closely. With many schools now back, the Universities 

welcoming back students in the coming weeks, and people 

returning from holiday in Europe where cases are rising, there 

is a real need for everyone to remain vigilant. The Council is 

therefore asking people not to let their guard down and to 

continue taking preventative measures. If the figures rise, then 

local control measures may need to be introduced. 

New bus service between Berinsfield and Abingdon 
I am delighted that after many months of campaigning on behalf 

of local residents, from 1 September 2020, Thames Travel 

service 45 between Abingdon and Culham was extended to 

serve Berinsfield, Oxford Science Park and Cowley thanks to 

funding from the Government’s Supported Bus Services Fund 

(SBSF) and Section 106 planning agreement funds from 

Culham Science Centre. 

The service operates broadly every two hours on Mondays to 

Fridays, offering peak and off-peak connections to town and 

district centres and major employment parks.  

A school transport service is also provided between Berinsfield 

and three secondary schools in Abingdon; Larkmead, 

Fitzharry’s and John Mason. This is not currently part of the 

public timetable due to social distancing requirements but it is 

hoped to offer these journeys to everyone in the future. 

The service has been procured on an initial two-year contract 

and it is hoped that it will be sufficiently successful to be 

extended beyond this period. I do hope residents will use the 

45, because as with so many things nowadays, it’s use it, or lose it. 

A copy of the public timetable is available at  

https://www.thames-travel.co.uk/routes/45.  

The schools timetable is available at  

https://www.thames-travel.co.uk/school-services/45s/ 

but remember this journey is currently for pupils only. 

I would like to say a very public ‘thank you’ to Jon Alcantara, 

who stepped up and provided a school bus service for the 

Berinsfield children over the last few years. He managed to 

operate a route that neither the County Council nor Thames 

Travel had been able to do in the past.  I’m very grateful for his 

public spirited, can do attitude that impressed all those who 

have worked with him at OCC. 

Welcoming children back to school safely 

The new academic year has arrived and our Learning & 

School Improvement team have been working closely with 

schools and colleges to make sure that all children are 

welcomed back safely.  

I recognise that some parents may feel anxious, particularly in 

light of the number of COVID-19 cases in Oxford. We have 

therefore written to parents and carers across Oxfordshire to 

reassure them about the preparations that have taken place 

for the safe return of children. 94% of schools in Oxfordshire 

have remained open since the start of lockdown and we have 

not seen any significant outbreaks during this time. Moreover, 

research by Public Health England shows that coronavirus 

outbreaks and infections in schools and early years settings 

are very rare.  

Through our #backtoschoolsafely campaign, the Council is 

also encouraging parents and children to adopt active travel 

where possible, including walking, cycling or scooting to 

school. If there are any congestion issues close to your local 

schools, then please do report concerns to our dedicated 

email address: schoolsactivetravel@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

For those children who are entitled to home to school 

transport, the OCC Transport Recovery Group has liaised with 

schools to identify a safe service. This has included a total of 

40 additional routes to ensure children from more than one 

school do not travel together. 

To date our children’s return to school is going well. 

Oxfordshire Schools attendance was 87.8% in the first week of 

term against 81.5% nationally. 

The attendance figure for Pupils with Education & Health Care 

Plans is 87.0%, pupils with a Social Worker – 88.6%, and 

Children that the County Council Cares For is just under 90%.  

https://www.thames-travel.co.uk/routes/45
https://www.thames-travel.co.uk/school-services/45s/
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As I write in the middle of September we are facing tighter 
measures to try to halt the recent rise in COVID cases. This is 
disappointing but not entirely unanticipated. There are, of 
course, many views on how the Government should respond to 
these issues and there will be some who are not happy with 
new measures either because they think they are not strong 
enough or because they find them too restrictive. Several very 
specific scenarios have been raised with me for guidance on 
what to do but it is impossible for the Government to set out 
the requirements in every individual situation. The key has to 
be in the distancing and hygiene measures that have been set 
out.  

Reports of scams in relation to COVID Track and Trace are 
worrying particularly where people are trying to get money for 
supposed tests. Scams also risk undermining the genuine 
process which is important to help control the spread of the 
virus. There is no charge for Government COVID tests and NHS 
Track and Trace will not ask for any sort of payment details, pin 
numbers or to download anything from the internet.  

Now to a completely different issue that I know is dear to the 
hearts of many in the constituency – planning. The 
Government has published proposals on reforms to the 
planning system and the consultation is open until the end of 
October. I am pleased to see this as I think that radical reform 
of the planning system is necessary. The proposals, if accepted, 
will improve the way that councillors and local communities 
carry out an important local planning function – the production 
of a local plan. I mention local communities here because 
Neighbourhood Plans remain crucial for the future of the 
planning system and I am pleased that the Secretary of State 
has confirmed ongoing support for Neighbourhood Planning. I 
know it will be welcomed by the many communities that have 
put a huge amount of effort into setting out their own vision 
for their future through a Neighbourhood Plan.  

Whilst on the subject of planning, many of you will know that I 
have long defended the Green Belt and look forward to being 
able to continue to do so under the new system. I was 
disappointed that the Planning Inspector examining the South 
Oxfordshire Local Plan seems set to approve the release of 
sites within the Gren Belt for development. However it is the 

job of the Inspector to determine this against all the other 
aspects of the plan and it is good to see that the designation of 
the land as Green Belt has led to a requirement that if Green 
Belt land is released then there should be compensatory 
improvements to the environmental quality and accessibility of 
the remaining Green Belt land, with measures supported by 
evidence of landscape, biodiversity or recreational needs and 
opportunities. Things do change over time and we cannot 
preserve things in aspic when competing needs create 
opposing demands but these protections do ensure that 
mitigations are put in place.  

Another important issue on the agenda at present is what has 
become known as the green recovery – that as we emerge out 
of COVID restrictions and get the economy going again we 
learn from the environmental benefits of lockdown. This is 
something that has to be reflected across Government 
Departments and I continue to work with colleagues to be 
mindful of this as any new proposals come forward.  

Finally, I am pleased that we have reached agreement in 
principle for a free trade deal with Japan. The UK-Japan 
Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement was agreed 
in principle by Japan’s Foreign Minister. This deepens the 
economic partnership between two democratic island nations 
who believe in the fundamental principle of free and fair trade 
and provides additional benefits for UK companies. It is also a 
sign that we will be able to make trade deals as I have always 
believed we would.  

Now that Parliament has returned there is a busy programme. 
On many issues I make comment on my website so please do 
have a look. www.johnhowell.org.uk. If you have an issue that 
you would like to raise with me, if possible, please email me at 
john.howell.mp@parliament.uk. If you cannot email you can 
write to me at my constituency office - PO Box 84, Watlington, 
OX49 5XD.  

If you would like to receive my periodic electronic newsletters, 
and briefings on specific issues, please visit my website 
www.johnhowell.org.uk and subscribe at the link on the home 
page.  

    From your MP… 

                   ...John Howell 
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St Mary’s Dental Practice 
Dr Ash Ratti (BDS Hons) Kings College London 

www.stmarysdental.co.uk 
 

21a St Mary’s Street 
Wallingford Oxon OX10 0EW 

Tel 01491 825252 
 
We are a family orientated Practice located in the centre of 
Wallingford providing care and consideration from all 
members of my team to help provide you with all aspects of 
your dental requirements. 
 

For further information, or make an appointment, please 
call my Receptionist on 01491 825252 

Wallingford Museum 

Bookshop 
We are pleased to announce that Wallingford 

Museum’s bookshop has re-opened – social distancing and 

precautionary measures will be observed. 

This is a good opportunity for book-lovers and present-

seekers to make a point of visiting the bookstall whilst 

Wallingford Museum remains temporarily closed.  

We have an excellent selection of good second-hand books 

(both fiction and non-fiction) at sensible prices. We’ll be open 

every Friday and Saturday from 10.30 to 1.00.  

As a re-opening offer all books will be £1 each (cash), but do 

pay more if you wish! 

We look forward to seeing you - it's free to browse! 

www.wallingfordmuseum.org.uk 

Isabella Darby 

Wallingford Guided 
Historical walks are now 

on offer! 
Wallingford Museum’s experienced team 

are now taking bookings for historical tours of the town or 

castle.  

These tours will follow government guidelines for Covid-19 

prevention, with social distancing in place throughout and any 

other necessary precautions.    

To Book a tour 

All bookings are via email: pburton6@talktalk.net  

Request a day and time to suit you and we will do our best to 

arrange it. 

Request either a Town or a Castle walk.  

You will be contacted by email to confirm or adjust 

arrangements. 
 

Arrangements 

Tours will meet beneath the Town Hall in Wallingford Market 

Place.  

You will be in a group of no more than six people (plus Guide) 

on any tour.  

Cost is £10 per head, for a tour lasting between 90-120 mins.  

Payment must be made in cash on the day.  

Exact money must be handed to the guide in an open 

envelope on which you have written a name and 

phone number for each participant, to allow 

compliance for Track and Trace.  

We shall look forward to hearing from you. 

(For General Museum enquiries please contact the curator on 

01491 651127) 

www.wallingfordmuseum.org.uk 

Cinema: All regular performances start at 7.30pm unless 

otherwise stated.  Tickets £8 for adults, £5 for under 15 unless 

otherwise stated. 

There are now some cinema bookings available and we will be 

adding more films after we have been able to ascertain the 

level of demand.  Please look on www.cornexchange.org.uk for 

further programme updates. 

All the Covid-19 safety information is available on the website. 

Please take a moment to read this before you come to a 

performance. 

September 

Wed 30 Matthew Bourne’s The Red Shoes  

(Filmed live at Sadler’s Wells, London, in January 
2020)  Tickets £12 (adult), £10 (under 18s) 

October  

Fri 2 Babyteeth (15)  

Sat 3 The Snow Queen – Mirrorlands (U)  2.30pm 

mailto:pburton6@talktalk.net
http://www.wallingfordmuseum.org.uk
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Parish Registers 
Holy Matrimony 

5 Sept Benjamin Hopwood and  
Emma Simpson 

Funeral 

24 August Sheila De-Maine 

Monday DADS Play reading 

7.30pm  

Online 

Tuesday Coffee Morning 

10.30am 

Online 

Wednesday Mobile Post Office 

1.00-3.00pm but may vary due to 

Covid 19 

Outside Co-op 

  

Regular events also appear in the Parish 

Council’s website:      

www.dorchesteronthames.co.uk 

 

Monday Yoga.  

930am  

Pilates  

6.00pm  

Tuesday Yoga  

7.00pm  

Wednesday Pilates 

6.30pm  

Thursday Yoga 

6.00pm 

For St Birinus RC Church  go to: 

www.stbirinus.co.uk  

Sun  

4 Oct 

Bishop Colin’s farewell to  

Dorchester Team  

10.30am      

Wed 

7 Oct 

Chiropodist 

Village Hall  

Sun 

11 Oct 

8.00am      

Holy Communion (1662)   

Wed 

14 Oct 

Parish Council Meeting 

7.30pm 

Online 

Sat  

17 Oct 

Concert 

OSJ 

7.30pm 

Dorchester Abbey 

Wed 

21 Oct 

Chiropodist 

Village Hall  

Sun 

25 Oct 

8.00am      

Holy Communion (1662)   

 

Holy Communion – Bible Sunday  

10.30am 

See page 4 for more information about 

services at Dorchester Abbey and elsewhere 

in the team. 
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Refuse  Collections 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Weekdays from 7.00am 
Weekly: food waste (in bio-
degradable starch-based bag or 
wrapped in newspaper, in green 
caddy). 
 
The recycling centre at Oakley 
Wood (off the A4130) is 
open.8.00am – 5.00pm seven 
days a week.   
 

 

Contacting the police 
To report a non-emergency crime, or to give 
information to Thames Valley Police, call 101. 
Alternatively, call Crimestoppers anonymously on 
0800 555111. In the event of an emergency dial 
999. 

 
Health Services 

Direct Line to Urgent  
Local Health Services 

Dial 111 to access urgent local NHS health care 
services. Where possible, they will book you an 
appointment or transfer you to the people you need to 
speak to or send an ambulance if they think you need 
one.  For non-urgent health needs you should contact 
your GP in the usual way. 

 
Minor Injuries 

The Minor Injuries Unit at Abingdon Hospital, 
Marcham Road, daily from 10.00 am to 10.30 pm: 
01865 903476. 
 

A&E 
The nearest A&E units are at the John Radcliffe 
Hospital in Oxford (01865 741166) and the Royal 
Berkshire in Reading (01183 225111) 
 

Surgeries 
Berinsfield Health Centre:  01865 340558 

Clifton Hampden:   01865 407888 
Millstream Benson:  01491 838286 

Room Hire 
Abbey Guest House Bookings 

To hire the Abbey Guest House for private functions, 
meetings, exhibitions, etc, contact Kate Herbert on 
01865 340007, 
email admin2@dorchester-abbey.org.uk  
 

Hire of Dorchester Village Hall 
To hire our Village Hall, contact Kate Harris 
bookings@dotvh.org.uk or 01865 689452.  
 
Please telephone at least 24 hours in advance to 
arrange collection of the key. 
 

Faults and Complaints 
Pothole, Street or Road Problems 

Abandoned vehicles, dog fouling, flyposting or graffiti,  
flytipping or litter, street cleaning, such as broken 
glass in a cycle lane, unlit lampposts, potholes can be 
reported on fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk. In an 
emergency, call  0345 310 1111,. 
 

Blocked Drains 
Ring Thames Water for blocked drains on 0800 316 
9800. Callers will be asked for the postcode of the 
address where the drains are blocked. 
 

Refuse collection 
If your rubbish is not collected on the due date  contact 
the contractor direct. Call 03000 610610 and the 
website:  www.morerecyling.co.uk  
 

 
Berinsfield Library 

Green Furlong, Berinsfield 01865 340771 
Free Internet access. DVDs can be ordered. 

Opening hours 
Mon - closed  
Tues, Wed, Fri 10.00am –12.30pm 
Tues 2.00–5.00pm  
Weds, Thurs 2.00–5.00pm 
Fri 2.00–5.00pm  
Sat 10.00am – 12.30pm 
 

 
Animal Welfare 

RSPCA (wildlife): 0300 123 0206 
St Tiggywinkles animal rescue: 01844  292292 
Swan Lifeline: 01753 859397 
 

 
 

 
 

Transport  
Dorchester Flyer 

Suspended until further notice. 
 

Other Bus Services 
Services X38, X39 X40 go every 20 minutes 
from the bypass at the end of Drayton Road to 
Oxford and Wallingford. Information about bus 
services, both local and national, is available 
from www.traveline.info, and 0871 200 2233. 
Reduced services currently being run. 
 

Age UK 
The UK’s largest charity working with older 

people For help and advice etc. go to   

www.ageuk.org.uk  

 

Wallingford Volunteer Centre 
WVC Volunteers provide help for the elderly, 

disabled or vulnerable, especially by giving lifts 

to medical appointments at hospitals in Oxford, 

Abingdon and Reading. You need to register 

as a client.  Contact the Centre for more 

information. 01491 836345 

 www.wallingford.volunteercentre@gmail.com 

 
Contacting the Parish Council 

The Parish Clerk is Geoffrey Russell of The 
Pigeons (next to The Fleur de Lys), High 
Street, Dorchester on Thames OX10 7HH; 
07745 311439 (during normal office hours, 
please, unless an emergency); 
 parishclerk@dorchesteronthames.co.uk.  

 

Mobile Post Office 
The Mobile Post office stops outside the Co-op 
every Wednesday between 1.00 and 3.00pm but 
may vary 

 
RAF Benson 

For information on flying schedules and night 
flying, www.raf.mod.uk/our-organisation/
stations/raf-benson/documents/raf-benson-

flying-programme/ . 

Useful Contacts 
Anglican Priest  
Dorchester Rectory 
Revd. Canon Sue Booys  
01865 340007 
 
 

Abbey E-mail:  
admin@dorchester-abbey.org.uk 
Contact details for Church Wardens and other 
Abbey information are on the notice board in 
the Abbey. 
 

Abbey Website  
www.dorchester-abbey.org.uk 
 

Village Website 
www.dorchesteronthames.co.uk 
 

Roman Catholic Priest  
The Presbytery 
Fr. John Osman  
Bridge End 
01865 340417 
www.stbirinus.co.uk 
 

Dorchester Abbey Museum E-mail 
museum@dorchester-abbey.org.uk 
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Still safe to serenade! 

Since the government's announcement on Wednesday 9 September we've been consulting 

carefully about our upcoming performances at Dorchester Abbey. We're overjoyed to 

announce that our performances can safely go ahead under government guidance. 

So join us over the next few months for some truly uplifting evenings of music! 

 

On 26 September we'll be bringing you two exhilarating performances of old favourites & 

hidden gems, including Dvořák's exquisite Serenade for Strings and Coleridge-Taylor's 

reflective Summer is Gone. Looking further ahead, 17 October will see an intimate evening 

of chamber delights featuring Brahms' glorious A Major violin sonata, while on 28 

November we'll be joined by soprano Ilona Domnich for a heart-warming concert of Fauré, 

Wagner & Glazunov. We'll wrap up the series on 12 December with Tchaikovsky's 

swooning Serenade for Strings alongside sparkling works by Hurd & Karlowicz. 

We'll perform each concert twice—our first performance will run from 6.00–7.00pm, and 

our second from 7.45–8.45pm. Why the long interval? We've allocated extra time to 

escort you in and out of the venue in an orderly, distanced fashion & to replace your chairs 

with new ones. 

 

That's not the only way we'll be keeping you safe. We'll all be socially distanced at all 

times, and require audience-members and musicians to wear a mask for the duration of the 

performances. You'll be inundated with hand sanitiser at the Abbey's entrances and exits, 

and we'll be operating a one-way system to ensure audiences don't mix.  

 

To keep you safe we can only accept advance bookings—so why not book now  

https://osj.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2e4a50ae102b435438e09f01d&id=5d61436a43&e=6cbe4ca9d8

