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A Service for Easter Morning

including the 

Eucharist
12th April 2020

At Easter we hear again the Story of the Resurrection and the stories of those who were witnesses to it. The service begins at the home of our Curate and Deacon Catherine with her family kindling a fire and lighting the Easter Candle.
Welcoming the Easter Candle




The Easter Candle is lit from a new fire.
Christ yesterday and today

the beginning and the end.

Alpha and Omega,

all time belongs to him, and all ages;

to him be glory and power,

through every age and for ever. Amen.

This is the day when our Lord Jesus Christ passed from death to life. Throughout the world Christians celebrate the awesome power of God. As we hear his word and proclaim all that God has done, we can be confident that we shall share his victory over death and live with him for ever.

A minister lights the Easter Candle, saying:
May the light of Christ, rising in glory,

banish all darkness from our hearts and minds.

The minister carrying the Candle raises it and says or sings
The light of Christ.

All   Thanks be to God.
Hymn Exsultet – tune Woodlands 
Alleluia. Christ is risen.

All   He is risen indeed. Alleluia.
In our imaginations we go to the Garden on that first Easter morning:
Risen Lord Jesus, as Mary Magdalen met you in the garden on the morning of your resurrection, so may we meet you today and every day.

Speak to us as you spoke to her; reveal yourself as the living Lord; 

renew our hope and kindle our joy; and send us to share 
the good news with others.  Amen.
Prayers of Penitence 

Invitation to confession:
At Easter we remember that as Christ was raised from the dead 
we are raised up to new life in him and can put our old ways behind us. 
Let us receive new life in him as we confess our sins in penitence and faith.

Like Mary at the empty tomb, we fail to grasp the wonder of your presence.

Lord have mercy.

Like the disciples behind locked doors, 
we are afraid to be seen as your followers.

Christ have mercy.

Like Thomas in the upper room, we are slow to believe.

Lord have mercy.

Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent,
have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins,
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,
and keep you in life eternal;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Alleluia! Christ is risen.


He is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Praise the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

He has given us new life and hope by raising Jesus from the dead.

God has claimed us as his own.

He has made us light to the world.

Alleluia. Christ is risen.


He is risen indeed. Alleluia.

The Gloria 
Gloria, gloria,

in excelsis Deo!

Gloria, gloria,

alleluia, alleluia!
Everyone is invited to join in with a shaker or tambourine after the Gloria

The Ministry of the Word

The Collect for Easter day.
God of glory, by the raising of your Son
you have broken the chains of death and hell:
fill your Church with faith and hope;
for a new day has dawned
and the way to life stands open
in our Saviour Jesus Christ.

Old Testament Reading:

Jeremiah 31.1-6
Gloria Richards  
The Epistle : 



Acts 10.34-43 
Maxine Briscoe 
At the end, the reader says  

This is the word of the Lord.






Thanks be to God.
Hymn - Now the green blade riseth 
The Gospel 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to



Glory to you O Lord.
John 20.1-18 
Michael Pawley


And at the end
This is the Gospel of the Lord.



Praise to you O Christ.

Reflections from around the Anglican Communion – Marcus Braybrooke, Rachel Carnegie and a message from Teresa Scheepers in Kimberley and Kuruman
Declaration of Faith and Renewal of Baptism Vows

In our Baptism we died with Christ and were buried with him, so that we might rise with him to new life within the family of his Church.

On this Easter Day we come to renew the promises made at our Baptism.

Therefore I ask these questions which you must answer for yourselves and in the company of God’s pilgrim people.

Do you believe and trust in God the Father,


who made all things?

We believe and trust in him.
Do you believe and trust in his Son Jesus Christ,

who redeemed the world?

We believe and trust in him.
Do you believe and trust in his Holy Spirit,

who gives life to the people of God?

We believe and trust in him.
This is the faith of the Church.

This is our faith.

We believe and trust in one God,

Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Amen.
May almighty God who has given you the desire to follow Christ

give you the strength to continue in the way.
Everyone is invited to sign themselves with the sign of the Cross and you may wish to light a candle as a sign of the renewal of your Baptism vows.
Almighty God,

we thank you for our fellowship in the household of faith

with all who have been baptized in your name.

Keep us faithful to our baptism,

and so make us ready for that day

when the whole creation shall be made perfect in your Son,

our Saviour Jesus Christ.

All   Amen.
May Christ dwell in your hearts through faith,

that you may be rooted and grounded in love

and bring forth the fruit of the Spirit.

All   Amen.
The Intercessions 

In the power of the spirit and in unity with Christ let us pray to the Father 
Led by Natasha Eliot
The response to: Risen Lord

Is:


Hear our Prayer 

The Peace 

The Risen Christ came and stood among his disciples and said, 
Peace be with you! Then they were glad when they saw the Lord.

Alleluia! The Peace of the risen Christ be always with you.

And also with you. Alleluia.
Let us offer one another a sign of Christ’s Peace 
The Lord is risen.
He is risen indeed. Alleluia.
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Offertory Hymn – In Christ alone
Blessed are you Lord, God of the universe.

You bring forth bread from the earth.
Blessed be God for ever.

Blessed are you Lord, God of the universe.

You create the fruit of the vine.
Blessed be God for ever.

The Eucharistic Prayer

The Lord be with you
and also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

always and everywhere to give you thanks,

almighty and eternal Father,

and in these days of Easter

to celebrate with joyful hearts

the memory of your wonderful works.

For by the mystery of his passion

Jesus Christ, your risen Son,

has conquered the powers of death and hell

and restored in men and women the image of your glory.

He has placed them once more in paradise

and opened to them the gate of life eternal.

And so, in the joy of this Passover,

earth and heaven resound with gladness,

while angels and archangels and the powers of all creation

sing for ever the hymn of your glory.

All   Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
We praise and bless you, loving Father,

through Jesus Christ, our Lord;

and as we obey his command,

send your Holy Spirit,

that broken bread and wine outpoured

may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son.
On the night before he died he had supper with his friends

and, taking bread, he praised you.

He broke the bread, gave it to them and said:

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;

do this in remembrance of me.
When supper was ended he took the cup of wine.

Again he praised you, gave it to them and said:

Drink this, all of you;

this is my blood of the new covenant,

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.

So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did,

in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice

made once for all upon the cross.

Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation,

we proclaim his death and resurrection

until he comes in glory.

Praise to you, Lord Jesus:
All   Dying you destroyed our death,
rising you restored our life:
Lord Jesus, come in glory.
Lord of all life,

help us to work together for that day

when your kingdom comes

and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth.

Look with favour on your people,

gather us in your loving arms

and bring us with all the saints

to feast at your table in heaven.

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father,

for ever and ever.

All   Amen.
As Jesus taught us we pray for the coming of His Kingdom:
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name;

thy kingdom come;

thy will be done;

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil,

for thine is the Kingdom

the power and the glory

for ever and ever. Amen.
Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
grant us peace.
If not lit at the renewal of Baptism vows you are invited to light a candle as a physical sign of your spiritual communion 

Blessing


God the Father, 
by whose glory Christ was raised from the dead,
strengthen you to walk with him in his risen life;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always. Amen.

Final Hymn – Thine be the glory
The Dismissal

Go in Peace to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia! Alleluia!

In the name of Christ. Amen Alleluia! Alleluia!
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