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DoT view 
September saw the Autumn Flower 

Show and the Henge event which 

was timed to coincide with the Autumn 

Equinox.  These two events really 

remind us that autumn is now upon 

us. By the end of this month the 

clocks will have gone back and we’ll 

be thinking about winter. 
 

But before we get there we have yet 

another event that has become an 

annual tradition—apple pressing 

with barn dancing and a barbeque at 

Dorchester Abbey.  If you’ve got 

apples, and a lot of people in the 

village have, then bring them along 

on Saturday 5th October and go 

home with your own apple juice.  But 

no need to go home straight away, 

as you can dance over the flag-

stones of the Abbey and enjoy the 

barbeque  - just bring something to 

be eaten or drunk. And if you don’t 

have apples, just come along for the 

food, the dancing and the fun.   
 

This issue has gone to press before 

the Henge event has happened, but 

we have managed to include some 

photographs of the Henge installation 

taken beforehand.  We will have a 

full write up of it in the November 

issue. 
 

By then we will be looking forward to 

Bonfire Night, the 2nd November 

this year, and the DADS’ panto at 

the end of November, which will 

really start off the Christmas season.  

Where has the year gone? 

Ian Brace 
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St Frideswide Pilgrimage  
Friday 18 October  

Saturday 19 October 
Bishop Steven and Canon Edmund Newey write ‘We are 

delighted to invite you to take part in our inaugural St 

Frideswide Pilgrimage. The route begins on Friday 18 October 

at 11.00am at Dorchester Abbey with a short act of worship 

and formal blessing of the Pilgrimage and finishes with tea and 

a service at Christchurch Cathedral starting at 3.00pm on 

Saturday 19 October.’   

There are a number of different walking routes all led by an 

experienced pilgrimage group leader and there will be oppor-

tunities for reflection on the way. Please look at the leaflet on 

www.chch.ox.ac.uk for further information.  A group will be 

staying in the Abbey and are planning to visit Little Wittenham 

– if you have the opportunity to say hello please do.  

I have a big change 
coming up. A big 
change that will affect my wife, children 
and myself considerably. In October my 
family and I will be moving to Bristol, 
and in November I will be starting my 
new job as a vicar there. I’ve been a 
‘curate’ in the Dorchester Team for over 
four years, which is like being an appren-
tice or ‘junior’ - I was fully qualified after 
three years in college, and here I've 
been learning on the job with experienced 
colleagues, serving across these wonderful 
village communities. So I leave here fully 
equipped to go and be a vicar on my 
own… in theory! 

When I first began ministry in these villages 
in July 2015 I was very green. Since then 
we’ve had our trials and tribulations, 
had our two boys, my own father passed 
away, I’ve conducted many funerals, 
baptisms, weddings, family services, 
civic services, communion services, 
assemblies in schools, and goodness 
knows what else! I’ve gotten to know a 
lot of people across the many villages in 
the Dorchester Team, and this has been 
a real pleasure. I’ve spent most of my 
time in Berinsfield, and have loved 

discovering the wealth of community 
spirit there. The people of Berinsfield 
have truly blessed me with this experience, 
of many extended families living along-
side one another in the messiness of 
normal life, never losing their values of 
community, family, friends, work, and 
home. This is something that I’ll take 
with me wherever I go. 

I’ve loved and learned a lot working in 
these village communities. It will be 
emotional leaving, having to say good-
bye to so many people I’ve worked with, 
befriended, walked with through some 
life-changing event, prayed with, or wel-
comed into the church. It’s exciting 
heading off to pastures new, with new 
adventures ahead for our family, and 
going into a new role which will stretch 
me in ways I’m sure I cannot imagine. 
But I will not forget the people I’ve met 
and walked with in these villages, partic-
ularly the people throughout the church 
congregations, and the people of Berinsfield. 
You have all had an impact on me, 
helped to shape the kind of person, 
husband and father, and indeed priest 

that I am; the Dor-
chester Team has left 

your mark on me and my wife, and we 
will miss you. 

My prayers for the villages of Berinsfield, 
Dorchester, The Baldons with Nuneham 
Courtney, Drayton St Leonard, Stad-
hampton, Warborough with Newington, 
Clifton Hampden, Long and Little Witten-
ham, and Culham are that you’ll be as 
willing and able to welcome all the other 
newcomers you’ll be receiving over the 
forthcoming years, as well as you wel-
comed me into your churches; that 
you’ll have the courage to stand up for 
the poor, vulnerable, the foreigner and 
the refugee, wildlife and the environ-
ment as you were willing and able to 
stand up for the importance of my training 
for ministry and my spending time with 
my family; that you remember to value 
the things you’ve taught me to value, 
such as community, family, and above 
all kindness, decency and love. 

Until we meet again, goodbye all - May 
peace and joy go with you, and God 
bless you. 

Talking Point                             Revd Jon Roberts 

Harvest Tea, BBQ, Apple Pressing 
and Barn Dance  

from 4.30pm Saturday 5 October  
We do hope you will be able to join us for all or part of the 

evening. Tea and Apple Pressing from 4.30pm, Barn Dancing 

from 5.30pm and BBQ from 6.30pm. Bring and Share a cake 

for tea or a salad or pudding for the BBQ. Don’t forget your 

apples and containers to put the juice in!  

Remembrance Service 
10.00am Sunday 10 November  

We look forward to seeing members of the village community 

at 10.00am in the Abbey for a short service after which we 

shall process to the War Memorial. 

Memorial Service 
Sunday 3 November 10.30am  

The season of All Saints and All Souls is a special time to 

remember and pray for those whom we love and who have 

been examples for us and who have died. Each year at this 

time I send a particular invitation to the families of those for 

whom we have hosted Funerals and Memorial Services in 

recent years. This year the service will be held on Sunday 3 

November at 10.30am – a list of remembrance is read, prayers 

are said and there is an opportunity to light candles. Normally 

people receive a letter of invitation for five years. If there is 

someone important to you that you would like to be included in 

the list of remembrance who died longer ago or whose funeral 

service was held elsewhere you are most welcome to contact 

the office (01865 340007; admin@dorchester-abbey.org.uk 

) or to sign the list which will be on the large table at the back 

of the Abbey. 

http://www.chch.ox.ac.uk
mailto:admin@dorchester-abbey.org.uk
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ITEMS NEEDED FOR ‘NARNIA’! 
Have you got any items just cluttering up your homes/attics/ garages that 

could be used for our Narnia: The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe exhibition 

at Dorchester Abbey? OR Would you like to make a THRONE for the White 

Witch? We’re staging NARNIA again in January 2020 and we’d be grateful 

for any/all donations listed below (please indicate if you would like them 

returned to you at the end of the exhibition).  For further information and/

or to discuss a possible donation please contact Margaret Craig the Education 

Officer on 01865 343164 or drop her an email on  

education@dorchester-abbey.org.uk     

We’re looking for the following items: throne for the White Witch, two 

comfy chairs, an old fashioned wardrobe, old standard lamp, dressmaking 

‘dummies’, old coats (real/faux fur if available!) and/or cloaks, old wintery 

themed decorations, children’s table and chairs, white fairy lights, play 

crowns/cloaks, foam/soft play swords/shields, small table, armchair, bow 

and arrows, horn, baskets, quilting wadding and/or white polyester 

stuffing, AND old fashioned non-electric kettle! Thank you!! 

Tower Captain Retires 
Erratum: Last month we stated that David Parker had retired 

as Bell Captain of Dorchester Abbey Tower at the beginning of 

2018.  That should of course had read that he retired at the 

beginning of 2019.  Our apologies to David. 

Advent Sunday  
1 December 6.00pm  

Jeremy Boughton writes ‘There is a service of Advent Carols in 

Dorchester Abbey for all the churches and congregations in the 

Dorchester Team. This service is usually sung by the Abbey 

Choir with a few singers from other church choirs in the team. 

Would you like to join us? You don’t need to be a member of 

any of the churches, but if you live in the area and would like to 

sing some not too complicated Advent music, you would be 

very welcome to join in.  

We will be rehearsing on Fridays for about three quarters of an 

hour in Dorchester Abbey on Fridays 22 and 29 November at 

7.45pm and on the day at 5.00pm. If you are interested it 

would be very helpful to know in advance so that I can make 

sure there are music copies for everyone. 

 Jeremy Boughton  
Organist, Dorchester Abbey 

jjbwallingford@tiscali.co.uk 

Narnia items still wanted 
Further to the item below about items wanted for Narnia, we 

are particularly looking for old suitcases and trunks suitable for 

WWII era part of the upcoming 'Narnia' exhibition early next 

year! Are you able to help us by loaning us one? To be displayed 

in a stack or on a handcart. Smaller cases would be particularly 

useful. We are also on the lookout for an old, railway style 

handcart or trolley, and - long shot - a suit of armour (this 

would be displayed in a way that it couldn't be handled by visitors 

to the exhibition). Please contact Margaret Craig 

(education@dorchester-abbey.org.uk) or Ellie Ribeiro Beaman  

(EllieKat73@hotmail.com) if you can help. 

mailto:education@dorchester-abbey.org.uk
mailto:jjbwallingford@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:education@dorchester-abbey.org.uk
mailto:EllieKat73@hotmail.com
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 Village News Hempcroft  Allotments  
September 

At the Dorchester-on-Thames Village Flower 

Show on Saturday 14 September the plate for 

the Best Allotment was won by Phil and Abi 

Pridham-Field. Their plot stands out as an excellent 

example of crop diversity and conscientious management. 

Their vegetable beds are interspersed with fruit canes and 

some areas where flowers are grown.  

The Hempcroft Allotment Association is the fortunate recipient 

of a kind donation from Dr Richard Lynche-Blosse. He has 

given us three rotavators which are now located in the communal 

allotment shed. In Richard’s words ‘they need a little fettling’ 

to get going.  They should be a very valuable asset for use by 

members. 

Ed Metcalfe 

Dorchester Lunch Club 
The lunch Club dates from October to December are: 

Wednesday 9 and 23 October 

 Wednesday 6 and 27 November (please note that as 

DADS will be in the village Hall from 11 to 24 November we 

are unable to have our usual date of the second Wednesday in 

the month which is why we have chosen the 6 November).  

Wednesday 11 December.  

The lunches are held in the back room of the Village Hall at 

12.30 for 12.45 and the cost is £5 to be paid when you come.  

Please phone me (01865 341066) on the preceding Friday 

of each date if you would like to attend the lunch on the 

following Wednesday as it is impossible to accommodate 

more than 24 people each lunch and so I may not always be 

able to accommodate everyone if you just turned up on the day, 

I also need to tell the cooks how many to cater for.   

I would welcome new people on my list of participants.  The 

Lunch Club is for retired people in the village, particularly people 

living on their own. 

Susan Jupp 

Co-ordinator of the Lunch Club 

01865 341066  

Monthly Thursday Tea Club 
The monthly Thursday Teas for a cup of tea and a natter will 

start again on Thursday 10 October from 3.00pm to 4.00pm 

in the Back Room of the Village Hall.  Also make a note in your 

cover cost of hire of the Village Hall. 

Susan Jupp 
DADS: A Lady Mislaid and  

Treasure Island 

Our next play reading evening will be on Tuesday, 29 October 

at 7.30 pm in Dorchester Village Hall. We will be reading 

Kenneth Horne’s popular comedy, A Lady Mislaid. Everyone 

is welcome, whether you would like to read or just want to 

listen and enjoy a glass of wine. 

Rehearsals for our panto Treasure Island are going really 

well. Performance dates are 20 to 23 November. Our pantos 

are always popular and we often sell-out so make sure that 

you get your tickets early. They will be available from mid-

October via Dorchester Co-op and  

www.ticketsource.co.uk/dads. 

Event at the Village Hall Sunday 25 
August 

A Christening party in the early afternoon became problematic 

as the day progressed, with very loud music and trespass onto 

the Pre-school grounds. The hall trustees are fully aware of 

the noise impact on neighbours trying to enjoy the sunshine 

and we are taking professional advice on the best ways to 

tackle the issue so that we remain a good neighbour. 

Keith Russell 
Chairman 

Culham & District Horticultural Club 

 

[ 

 

 

 

Wednesday 16 October 7.30pm  Abbey Guest House, 

Dorchester-on-Thames  

The Art of a Flower Border by Mat Reese 

Matt Reese trained at Wisley and then worked in the late 

Christopher Lloyd's garden at Great Dixter.  He is now head 

gardener at Malverleys, a private estate in Hampshire, where 

he is developing and redesigning the gardens.  

November meeting: Mediterranean Plants by Dr Chris 

Thorogood 

Membership is open to all those who have a keen interest in 

horticulture (annual subscription £20) and visitors are welcome 

at the meeting (suggested donation £4). For more details 

telephone 01235  850381 or email judy@tiggercat.me.uk 

http://www.ticketsource.co.uk/dads
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Did you see this recently?  Find out more about it on page 14 
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Our summer term certainly kept up a good 

pace as we reached the end of term in July – 

here are some of the highlights: 

• As you may have been aware, we were visited 

at the beginning of the half term by Ofsted. I was very proud 

of the children throughout the inspection, in the way they were 

willing to share all their good work with the inspector.  A big 

thank you to the staff for their hard work all year but particularly 

this week and to the Governors for their support.  I was also 

very proud to announce that the inspector agreed that the 

school continues to be good.   A copy of the report can be 

found on our website.   

• Our annual visit to the Festival of Voices in the Abbey.  Phoebe, 

Sasha, Cecily, Angelina, Nola and Bella joined the seven 

other schools to sing a variety of 

songs with the customary 

‘Believe’ and ‘World in Union’ 

bringing the evening to a close.  

Despite the few rehearsals, the 

girls did brilliantly and represented 

the school well.  The only chal-

lenge for them was to watch me 

sing (with the other teachers) at 

the front of the Abbey and then 

play a kazoo, which is something 

no-one should be forced to 

watch. 

• Squirrel class headed to the Cotswold Wildlife Park for an 

exciting day observing all the animals and having a ride on 

the train.   I know they all had a great time and Mrs Grenfell 

and Mrs Goby were very impressed with their concentration 

and behaviour throughout the day.   It sounded so much fun – 

I wished that I had gone with them!   

• We were so lucky with the weather for our annual Sports 

Afternoon.  As always it is so good to see the teamwork and 

support shown by the children for all their houses.  It was also 

fun to see the return of the parents’ races this year – eagerly 

requested by the children. Thank you to the PTA for organising 

the cake stall for the afternoon - it raised £59.30.   

• Our school play ‘Mystery at Magpie Manor’ (a mystery set in 

the 1920s) was performed twice by our talented KS2 children.  

I was so proud of their performances; for their singing, acting 

and, for some, the challenge of learning the lines.  Thank you 

to the staff for their help and especially to Mrs Burns for sorting 

out additional costumes and the props.   

• A few months ago, Fox class entered a Poetry Competition 

organised by the Somerset Literacy Network.  Each child created 

their own tree poem and I am pleased to announce that Nola 

Kelly came second in the Lower KS2 category, winning a 

poetry book and a framed print of her poem.  Well done to her 

and to Fox Class for all their efforts for the second year running. 

• Over the last few weeks of term, we were very lucky to have 

had special visitors working with classes on the local Henge 

project.  Fox class have made sketch books and produced 

some poetry, Squirrel class have helped to create special 

henges and Owl class did some art work based on the Stone 

Age period as well as some music offering. Thank you to 

Adrian, Miranda, David, Tim, Sophia & Rosie for their time.  

• In the Abbey on the last day, we held our Leavers’ service 

dedicated to the Year 6 children as they prepared to leave us. 

I certainly wish them well for their next exciting adventure.   

This is the seventh year to present the Luke Chadney Cup for 

Enthusiasm and Contribution, which was generously donated 

by Mr and Mrs Chadney in memory of their son, Luke.  This 

year, the cup was awarded to Annabelle King, who the staff 

felt had made a valuable contribution to school by willingly 

helping others in need of a friend.  Well done Annabelle – well 

deserved.   

At the end of term was the opportunity for the adults of the 

school community to show their musical and dancing talents in 

a special concert in the Abbey.  I was so impressed that so 

many people were willing to put themselves in the limelight – I 

really enjoyed it. Thank you to Sarah Gauden for all her amazing 

efforts in preparing the concert – a wonderful evening!  It was 

great to see so many people supporting us and helping us to 

raise over £1,000 

As you read our news, we will have been back for a month and 

as always we are certainly looking forward to another exciting 

year at school.    

Russell Leigh 

Headteacher 

A special welcome to the new families who started 

this term, Charlotte and Asher, and also those 

who are returning to Dorchester Pre-School for 

another year. It is lovely to see you all after the summer holidays. 

 Both new starters have settled in amazingly well, especially 

Charlotte who has been busy learning all her new friends’ 

names, so much so that Helen awarded her the ‘first’ manager’s 

award of the school year. Well done Charlotte! 

 September was a busy month, full of wonderful activities for 

the children, notwithstanding the creation of a ‘Dorchester Pre

-School Cookbook’, which will be added to whenever the children 

cook, make or bake some tasty bites. You never know, this 

could be coming to a store near you soon!! 

 Following on from the success of the Halloween party last 

year, we are planning a repeat this October. Please look out 

for further details in the coming weeks, and get your creative 

juices flowing for the fancy dress. 

 On a side note, some villagers may already be aware that the 

Pre-School fell victim to vandalism over the summer holidays. 

Thankfully this isn’t something that happens regularly. However, 

dishearteningly it resulted in £330 worth of damage to the 

children’s outdoor play equipment. A lot of time and effort was 

put in by Pre-School staff cleaning up the damage to ensure 

that the area was safe for the children to use at the start of 

term. A big thank you to them and hopefully this can be resolved.  

 Lauren Collett 
Secretary, Dorchester Pre-School. 

Pre School 

St Birinus Primary School News 
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St Mary’s Dental Practice 
Dr Ash Ratti (BDS Hons) Kings College London 

www.stmarysdental.co.uk 
 

21a St Mary’s Street 
Wallingford Oxon OX10 0EW 

Tel 01491 825252 
 
We are a family orientated Practice located in the centre of 
Wallingford providing care and consideration from all 
members of my team to help provide you with all aspects of 
your dental requirements. 
 

For further information, or make an appointment, please 
call my Receptionist on 01491 825252 

Dorchester Abbey  
Museum 

 
Upcoming events 

 
Half-term opening – Saturday 26 and Sunday 27 October, 

and Saturday 2 and Sunday 3 November, 2.00-5.00pm 

each day 

Bring the family for a look round the Museum and Gift Shop.    

 

Christmas shopping event – Saturday 16 and Sunday 17 

November, 2.00-5.00pm  

Come to the Museum Gift Shop and buy your Xmas presents 

early, with warm spiced apple juice and mince pies! 

 

Museum opening for Abbey coffee morning –Tuesday 19 

Nov, 10.00am-12noon 

Come and have coffee and a chat, and browse round the Gift 

Shop for your Christmas presents. 

 

We have a wide selection of books, toys, greeting cards, 

crafts, stocking fillers and more…. 

 

Look out for news of events to celebrate the 60th anniver-

sary of the Museum – coming soon! 

Dorchester on Thames  
Historical Society 

Wednesday 23 October 2019,  

7.30pm, Village Hall Back Room 

Members free, Visitors welcome (£3) 

Professor Malcolm Airs will talk about:  

‘William and Jessie MacFarlane and their Mission for Dor-

chester’ 

The Revd. William MacFarlane (Vicar from 1856 until his 

death in 1885), and his sister Jessie totally transformed 

Dorchester from a religiously-divided and economically back-

ward village to become a centre for the High Church movement 

and a regenerated community. Using their wealth inherited from 

trade in the East India Company, amongst many other initiatives 

they completed the restoration of the Abbey, built a new 

Vicarage and School, founded a missionary college and 

provided the isolated hamlet of Burcot with a new church and 

school combined. Their legacy is all around us today in the 

village. 

Looking forward, the talk on 27 November will be Tim Healey 

on ‘A 17th Century Christmas’.  
 

Visitors and new members are always very welcome to our 

talks and outings. Please arrive in good time - latecomers are 

sometimes disappointed due to the room’s limited capacity.  

Margot Metcalfe 
Chairman 

Local at Dorchester 
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Art on the Hurst 
A drawing by artist Miranda Creswell was displayed on the 

Hurst for three weeks last month in conjunction with ‘Henge 

19’. Miranda’s work depicted the large black poplars which 

grow on the far boundary of the Hurst, near to Buck Pool. The 

true black poplar, as opposed to hybrid varieties, is one of Britain’s 

rarest trees and in recent years Hurst trustees and volunteers 

have planted several small saplings on the Hurst and Overy 

Mead Piece.  

Miranda expressed particular interest in the way that the natural 

world is constantly ‘on the move’, and on the importance of 

valuing such endangered trees. She spent time in the Hurst 

observing the poplars and drawing them, finding inspiration in 

the shape and configuration of their leaves which “catch the 

wind and light from every direction” and produce a constant 

rustling sound, even in light breezes. It was a new venture for 

Miranda to place her drawing out of doors in the landscape 

from which she drew her inspiration. We hope that those who 

saw it were pleasantly surprised and intrigued. 

Gillian Johnson  
Hon. Secretary 

www.hurst-water-meadow.org.uk 

River of Life II 

The Earth Trust are delighted to 

invite you to our public consultation for our River of Life II 

wetland creation project. 

This is an opportunity to learn about the River of Life II project 

to create wetlands along the River Thames between Overy 

Mead and Clifton Meadow and further ponds in Little Wittenham 

Woods. There will be visuals on display to explain the project, 

its background and importance along with some more practi-

cal elements around local impact.  

The exhibition will be attended by Earth Trust and partner 

staff who will be on hand to answer your questions and talk 

you through the project in more detail. There will be an 

opportunity for you to provide us with your feedback before 

we submit the planning applications. 

The exhibition will run in several locations, and will run for 

one day only at each location between 3.00-7.00pm and is a 

drop in event with no need to book. The venues and dates 

are listed below. 

We hope to see you there. 

The Earth Trust team 

Venues and Dates: 

Dorchester Village Hall: Thursday 17 October  

Long Wittenham Village Hall: Friday 18 October  

The Manor Little Wittenham: Monday 21 October  

Clifton Hampden Village Hall: Wednesday 23 October  

All 3.00pm to 7.00pm 

Earth Trust 
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BCP level 3 certified teacher specialising in back & joint care, 

sports rehab, pre & post natal and  
Parkinsons Disease 

Beginners and Mixed Ability Classes in Benson  
and Dorchester On Thames 

121 sessions available for personalised  
programmes 

To book contact Claire on 07801 298 978 

www.millstreampilates.co.uk 

claire@millstreampilates.co.uk 

Adult Christmas 
Craft Workshops: 

18 November 10am-1.00pm & 

26 November 1.30-4.30pm 
Come and get in the mood for the festive season in the Abbey Guest House by crafting something new for your Christmas decorations!  
We will be offering you the opportunity to make a textile Christmas Tree Wall Hanging on Monday morning, 18 November, 
and a freestanding ‘Book’ Angel and an Angel Garland on Tuesday afternoon, 26 November.  The cost is only £15 per work-
shop including all materials and accompanied by cups of tea/coffee and cake!  We will demonstrate the crafts, but there is 
scope for your own creative interpretation, if you prefer!  BOOK NOW: advance booking closes on 11 November. 

For further information or to book your place please contact Margaret Craig, Education Officer, Dorchester Abbey on 01865 
343164 or email education@dorchester-abbey.org.uk  Alternatively, you can send a cheque made payable to ‘Dorchester Abbey PCC’ 
indicating which workshop(s) you wish to book for and send it to: FAO Education Officer, The Parish Office, 8 Manor Farm 
Road, Dorchester OX10 7HZ 

Village News 

31/08/2019 
Kingston Colts 

Adults 
0 2 Dorchester First 

07/09/2019 Marcham First 1 2 Dorchester First 

Football Results 

North Berks League 

Div 3 

mailto:claire@millstreampilates.co.uk
mailto:education@dorchester-abbey.org.uk
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Results, 

Division 3 

Dorchester 

 

17 August 2019 

Dorchester v Kidlington 

Kidlington won by 135 runs 

Kidlington 238 for 5 

Dorchester 103 all out 

 

24 August 2019 

Broughton and NN v Dorchester 

Broughton and NN won by 5 wkts 

Dorchester 125 all out,  

Broughton and NN 126 for 5. 

 

31 August 2019 

Dorchester v Radley  

Radley won by 4 wickets 

Dorchester 153 all out 

Radley 154 for 6  

 

7 September  2019 

Marcham v Dorchester 

Marcham won by 5 wkts 

Dorchester 143 all out 

Marcham 147 for 5 

 

 

Results, 

Division 6 

Dorchester ll 

 

17 August 2019: 

Steventon ll v Dorchester ll 

Dorchester ll won by 51 runs 

Dorchester ll 208 for 4 

Steventon ll 157 for 8  

 

24 August 2019: 

Dorchester ll v Watlington ll 

Watlington ll won by 110 runs 

Watlington ll 209 for 7  

Dorchester ll 99 all out 

 

31 August 2019 

Westcott ll v Dorchester ll 

Westcott ll won by 7 wkts 

Dorchester ll 78 all out 

Westcott ll 83 for 3 

 

7 September 2019 

Dorchester ll v Oxenford lll 

Oxenford lll won by 187 runs 

Oxenford lll 304 for 7 

Dorchester ll 117 all out   

 

 Dorchester  

Cricket Club 

Pimms, Scones & Smashing Tennis 
A truly lovely afternoon was enjoyed at our recent summer tournament, 

with champion duo Sally Bell and newbie member Neil Houghton beating 

finalists Rachel Marriott and Alan Woodley in an exciting winning set 6-4.  

Great tennis superbly matched by quality of afternoon tea. 
 

Continuing Schedule 
Our regular schedule will continue throughout autumn and winter.  We have recently 

been joined by new members so please do come along and join them and us to enjoy 

sociable tennis – all abilities welcome; we would love to meet you! 

Division  3     P W L T NR Batting Bowling Points Total Runs/Wkt 

Hook Norton 18 16 2 0 0 76 78 320 474 26.23 

Combe 18 12 6 0 0 68 72 240 380 29.23 

Kidlington 18 9 7 1 1 64 66 195 320 * 24.36 

Radley 18 9 8 0 1 46 66 185 297 16.52 

Risinghurst 18 8 9 0 1 58 59 165 282 19.02 

Marcham 18 7 10 1 0 61 67 150 278 18.66 

Brill 18 7 10 0 1 43 70 145 258 16.75 

Wantage 18 7 10 0 1 58 51 145 254 18.94 

Broughton and NN 18 6 11 0 1 62 60 125 247 19.56 

Dorchester 18 4 12 0 2 43 55 90 188 16.24 

 

          

Division  6       P W L T NR Batting Bowling Points Total Runs/Wkt 

Steventon II 16 11 5 0 0 56 63 220 339 21.76 

Oxenford III 16 11 5 0 0 39 66 220 325 15.67 

Chesterton 16 9 6 0 1 47 63 185 295 20.26 

Hook Norton II 16 8 7 0 1 42 65 165 272 14.52 

Westcott II 16 7 9 0 0 47 64 140 251 17.67 

Watlington II 16 7 9 0 0 42 66 140 248 16.08 

Swinbrook 16 7 9 0 0 44 61 140 245 15.75 

Kidlington II 16 6 10 0 0 46 61 120 222 * 18.06 

Dorchester II 16 5 11 0 0 36 55 100 191 14.6 

Oxfordshire Cricket Association 2019  
End of season league tables 

Sunday                              

10.30am to 1.00pm -  Open club session  

Wednesday 

Adult coaching 9.00am – 11.00am 

11.00am – 1.00pm Open club Session  

Thursday  

10.30am - 12.30pm - Open club session  

Friday 

10.30am – 12.30pm Ladies morning 

 

Saturday 

9.30 am – 1.00pm Gentlemen’s morning  

Enquires to  Chris Smith  
chriscssmith@btinternet.com  

01865 341947  
Tournament Champions! 

* Points adjusted for irregularities 

http://www.oxfordshirecricketassociation.org.uk/tables/tables.asp?Division=3
http://www.oxfordshirecricketassociation.org.uk/tables/tables.asp?Division=6
mailto:chriscssmith@btinternet.com
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In early April I stood on Wittenham 
Clumps overlooking a slice of land 
encompassing  the Dyke Hills, the 
Hurst Water Meadow, the site of the 
Double Ring Henge, the Cursus, 
Round Hill and Fort Hill. 

To me that portion of land appeared like a stage. I imagined 
our ancient forbears who occupied that stage: they settled, 
built homes, cleared forests, established communities, raised 
families, honoured ancestors, marked the seasons, puzzled 
over the Nature of Life and finally passed on. The thought 
occurred to me that we now occupy the same plot of land and 
engage in the same basic human activities, “we all have our 
exits and entrances”.  

From that simple thought came HENGE19, a celebration of the 
sense of place and the continuity of community, which ties us 
to those who lived on this plot of land before us. 

HENGE19 took place on the 20th to the 22nd of September during 
the Autumn Equinox on the Hurst Water Meadow and in the 
Abbey Guest House.  The Henge itself comprised a circle of 
electric blue glowing rock forms, decorated with poetry, 
strange animals and people, and accompanied by prehistoric 

drumming and forest sounds. 

HENGE19 Lifting the Gaze was an 
accompanying exhibition of the work 
of 12 artists who had spent part of 
their summer contemplating our rela-

tionship with this slice of land. Their work was displayed and 
discussed with guests on the Saturday evening.  Also included 
was a drawing by Miranda Creswell of a Black Poplar tree on 
the Hurst, one of the most endangered species in the British 
Isles. 

The pupils of St Birinus Primary School were also involved in 
the HENGE19 and their poetry, painting, drawing, sketchbooks 
and musical compositions were on display in Dorchester 
Abbey.  

It is hoped HENGE19 will be a pilot for a future event on 
Wittenham Clumps, which will similarly celebrate the beauty 
of this ancient landscape.  

A full report on the HENGE19 events will appear in the next 
issue of Dorchester News 

Adrian Brooks 
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In the years I’ve been involved in running the show we have 

had floods, The ‘Beast from the East’, the hottest summer for 

40 years (2018) and now a full-on Autumn drought. The only 

thing we haven’t had (yet) is a plague of locusts. 

A big thank you to everyone who entered, and to those who 

came along to view the show – we had a good crowd. The 

entries for the show were down a little bit which is hardly 

surprising as it was quite a late show this year, and the dry 

weather made growing difficult. If you’re wondering why the 

show was so late, we are always having to juggle dates to try 

to avoid the Bunkfest weekend, and because our judges also 

do the Kennington show which happens around the same time. 

Anyway, the judges reported that there was no decrease in 

quality throughout the entries, and there was a special mention 

for the extensive range of jams and jellies that were staged on 

the day. 

The roll of honour is adjacent – congratulations to all the prize 

winners, and especially to Charles Dickerson for winning four 

trophies. What is so special about the soil at Drayton St Leonard? 

Come on you Dorchester, Burcot and Berinsfield gardeners, 

let’s see you rise to the challenge. 

The Spring Show will be on Saturday, April 4 2020. Happy 

growing, baking, painting, photographing, arranging etc. 

David Wilkinson 
for The Committee 

The 2019 Autumn Flower Show 

Saturday 14 September

Photo: G Roberts 
Photo: R Juniper 

The 2019 Autumn Flower Show 
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Roll of Honour  

Children’s classes   

A monster made from 
 recycled materials 

Age 8 and 

under  

1st equal: Delilah  
Budd, Mylo Budd    
2nd: Cressida  
Kilby-Birch 

 Aged over 8  1st:  Alastair  
Mucklow  

Adult classes  

Best Kept Allotment Tray  Phillip Pridham  

Runner Bean Plate   Roger Seabrook  

Pat Cheese Potato Cup  
(best potato exhibit)   

Charles Dickerson  

Vegetable Collection Plate  Charles Dickerson  

R Belcher Onion Cup (best onions in 

show)  

John Myres  

Jenny Nudds Tomato Cup  

(best tomatoes in show)  
Richard Juniper  

Best Vegetable Award    David Parker  

Fruit Plate (best exhibit of fruit)  Donna Watkin  

Blackwell Photography Cup  
(best photo in show)    

Gordon Roberts  

Jerry Nudds Gentleman’s Fruit Cake Plate  Nigel Evans  

Victoria Sandwich Award  Nick Forman  

Rose Plate (best rose in the show)  Vera Baker  

H C Smith Dahlia Cup  Charles Dickerson  

Floral Art Cup (best flower arrangement)  Janet DeLaine  

Britain in Bloom Cup (most points in 

flower classes ) 

Margaret Broadbent  

Amey Tankard  
(Man with most points in show)  

Charles Dickerson  

Amey Rose Bowl (Lady with most points  
in non-flower classes)  

Margot Metcalfe  

The 2019 Autumn Flower Show  

Saturday 14 September 

Some of the winners: 

Left:  Margot Metcalfe 

Top left: John Myres 

Above: Charles Dickerson 

Right: Mylo Budd 

Far right: Alastair Mucklow 

 

Pictures of winners: by G Roberts 

Photo: R Juniper 
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Chiropodist 

First and third Wednesdays of each month,  
11.30am –4.00pm 

Village Hall (back room) 

Tel: 07850 196714  

Fishmonger 
The travelling fishmonger comes to Dorchester every 

Monday and will stop at 3.30pm in High Street near the War 

Memorial. 

 

    

 

 

Across 
1.   Spread around for Miss Fitzgerald.   (7) 

5.   Damaged pontoons but nothing missing - keep going!    (7) 

9.   Put forward work in China perhaps.   (5) 

10.   Article two extremely loud boys put out    (9) 

11.   Frightful lady gooser but productive in the henhouse.  (4,6) 

12.   In summer Americans push in.   (3) 

14.   Unarticled book accountant gets a short time and  
 distance on the green.   (8.4) 

18.   Uniquely, as in a far star, their Messiah was an old         
 emperor.  (12) 

21.   A name to the West for the strait.  (3) 

22.   Is this sort of loopy flying a bit coarse? (10) 

25.   It's on the phone and made much of - twice altogether. (9) 

26.   More of a background role.   (5) 

27.   More palatable thanks to rank.    (7) 

28.   Profits on performances .     (7) 

 

Down 

1.   Cast off to reach the Southern Irish lake.   (6) 

2.    Loans I got together for a girl.   (6) 

3.    Geriatrics go to a hold-up ? This could be reckless  
 behaviour.        (3,3,4) 

 4.    On a day outside only get the cash.    (5) 

5.    Tin-free it upset the queen.        (9) 

6.     The sun is high but there is an endless shortage of  
 people  (4) 

7.   There's a lesson to be learnt when mummy sounds like a     
 bird.   (8) 

8.      Put money into restricted Gable feature       (8) 

13.   The lady's wobbly table in condition needing support.  (6,4) 

15.   Genuflecting at the pub perhaps?   (2,1,6) 

16.   Anticipating a soft ruling.    (8) 

17.   Variants of a chemical, one with two points after  

 termination  with O contained .   (8) 

19.   The groundbreaking Surgeon could be someone not 
 straight up.    (6) 

20.    Like comments leading to trials.   (6) 

23.    Stranger gives too many barbiturates to the German.  (5) 

24.    Scot, one to get a flyer in position.   (4)                        

 

Dorchester News Crossword No. 10 
Compiled by Slider 
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T.W Hayden 
Heating Services 

 

Tel: 01865340720 
Mobile: 07813904055 

E-mail: Twhayden@tiscali.co.uk 
 
All plumbing and heating works undertaken. 
Free estimates. 
 
 

15 Fane Drive, Berinsfield,  
Wallingford, Oxford, OX10 7NB 

FOR A BEAUTIFUL GARDEN 
Choose from our wide range of quality garden services: design and 

construction, plants and maintenance. We tailor-make our service for 
you.  

 

For a free, no-obligation visit and written estimate from RHS qualified 
staff, call 01865 891634,  

or  email info@brannfordsgardens.co.uk 
Full details at www.brannfordsgardens.co.uk 

 

 

The October Meeting will take place in the Village Hall on 

Wednesday 9 October commencing at 7.30 p.m. and the 

November Meeting on Wednesday 13 November also 

commencing at 7.30 p.m. The Agenda will be posted on 

Village Noticeboards and on the Parish Council section of the 

Village website – www.dorchesteronthames.co.uk - three clear 

days in advance of each meeting.  

All Parish Council meetings are open to the public; a resident 

who wishes to raise any matter of concern is welcome to do so 

at the start of the meeting. 

Contacting the Parish Council 

The Parish Clerk is Geoffrey Russell of The Pigeons (next to 

The Fleur de Lys), 5-7 High Street, Dorchester-on-Thames 

OX10 7HH  

Telephone (during normal office hours, please, unless an 

emergency) 07745 311439. Text messages are always welcome.   

email: parishclerk@dorchesteronthames.co.uk  

Cllr Mark Williams, the Chairman, can be contacted via  

chairman@dorchesteronthames.co.uk  

For information about the Parish Council go to  

https://www.dorchester-on-thames.co.uk/parish-council/ This 

includes the minutes of all Parish Council Meetings and finan-

cial information such as monthly bank balances and pay-

ments as well as a record of all planning matters upon which 

the Parish Council has been consulted and reports from our 

County and District Councillors. 

Parish Council Notices Parish Council 

Whilst we’ve all been enjoying the summer the parish councillors 

and I have been busy on your behalf. And, more importantly, 

so have SODC and local residents as well. What have we 

been up to?   

 The answer is starting to tidy up our wonderful village, which I 

have mentioned before is a top priority for the council during 

its period in office. The Parish council have been organising 

clearance work by the entrance to the cemetery; and SODC 

recently asked us for some local clean-up priorities and, after 

consulting with our Parish council, they have been clearing 

gullies and weeds along the high street. I hope you can see 

the difference.  

As we make more effort to smarten the village, as I have said 

in a previous message, we want to encourage action by residents 

on things that are important to them. We just won’t achieve 

what we want by waiting for our councils, Parish, SODC or 

OCC, helpful as they can all be, to make the running. So I was 

delighted to hear of three examples this month;  firstly action 

by Meadside residents to take the lead on clearing a path that 

has deteriorated; secondly work to improve the Hurst path; 

thirdly scything of the bank in the cemetery. All great exam-

ples of residents pulling together to take care of the broader 

environment. 

If we can keep these ideas coming we can make a real 

difference, so hopefully we will see other initiatives come 

forward and the Parish council will do its best to support worthy 

efforts. So if you do have ideas please do let me or the other 

councillors know.  

 Mark Williams 
Chairman of DoT Parish Council 

From the Chairman of 

the Parish Council 

http://www.dorchesteronthames.co.uk
mailto:parishclerk@dorchesteronthames.co.uk
mailto:chairman@dorchesteronthames.co.uk
https://www.dorchester-on-thames.co.uk/parish-council/
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BERINSFIELD LIBRARY 
VISIT YOUR LOCAL LIBRARY AND SEE WHAT WE HAVE 

ON OFFER 

Halloween Craft Afternoon 

Wednesday 30 October 2.30pm  

Rhymes for the Under 5s 

Wednesdays 10.30am 

Storytime Wednesdays 3.45pm 

IT Drop in  

Knit and Natter 2.30pm 

Tuesday 1 October & 5 November 

Reading Group 2.00pm 

Thursday 10 October & 14 November 

Coffee Morning 10.30am 

Tuesday 15 October & 19 November  

All Welcome 

Berinsfield Library Opening Times 
Tuesday - 10.00 - 12.30 & 2.00 - 7.00pm 

Wednesday - 10.00 -12.30 & 2.00 - 5.30pm 

Thursday - 2.00 - 5.30pm 

Friday 10.00 - 12.30 & 2.00 - 5.00pm 

Saturday - 10.00 - 12.30 

                    www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/l 
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The Friends of Dorchester Abbey and the Beau-

forest Society are charities that support the 

Parochial Church Council but have a separate 

legal identity. They raise funds to be used 

exclusively for the restoration, maintenance, 

and improvements to the structure of the 

Church and the Abbey Guesthouse. Recently these have in-

cluded new sound and lighting systems, and major repairs to 

the stonework of the Abbey.  

The Friends and Beauforest Society have promoted and 

supported social events such as concerts, flower and craft 

festivals, lectures and visits to other cathedrals and abbeys. 

All members receive a regular newsletter and the Beauforest 

society members are invited to an annual event in the Abbey, 

usually in the autumn. 

The annual subscription for the Friends is a minimum of £25 or 

Life Membership of £350. For the Beauforest Society the an-

nual subscription is £100. 

Details of the work of the Friends together with application 

forms can be found on the Dorchester Abbey website 

www.dorchester-abbey.org.uk and the Friends’ notice board in 

the Abbey. 

For further information contact the membership secretary,  

Mrs Honor Juniper. 01865 343228 or email 

 friends@dorchester-abbey.org.uk 

The Friends of Dorchester Abbey and 
the Beauforest Society 
Help to support your Abbey. 

1. Use a strong, separate password for your emai 

• Latest practice advises that you use three random words 

with added numbers and symbols, e.g. 'BlueGiraffePhone' - 

'Blu3G1r4ff3Ph0n3'. 

• Remember: avoid using personal details in your password 

like your partner or pet's name. 

• More information: https://www.ncsc.gov.uk/collection/top-tips

-for-staying-secure-online/use-a-strong-and-separate-

password-for-emailExternal Link 

 
 2. Install the latest software and app updates 

• Software and app updates contain vital security updates to 

help protect your devices from cyber criminals. 

• More information: https://www.ncsc.gov.uk/collection/top-tips

-for-staying-secure-online/install-the-latest-software-and-app

-updatesExternal Link 

 
 3. Enable two-factor authentication (2FA) on your email 
     account 

• Two-factor authentication (2FA) provides you with a way of 

double checking that you really are the person you are 

claiming to be. 2FA asks you to provide a second factor that 

only you can access, like a text message to your phone or 

through an app. It is the best thing you can do to improve the 

security of your account. 

• More information: https://www.ncsc.gov.uk/collection/top-tips

-for-staying-secure-online/activate-two-factor-authentication-

on-your-emailExternal Link 

 
 4. Use a password manager to help secure your passwords 

• A password manager is an app on your phone, tablet or 

computer that stores your passwords securely so you don't 

need to remember them all. 

• More information: https://www.ncsc.gov.uk/collection/top-tips

-for-staying-secure-online?curPage=/collection/top-tips-for-

staying-secure-online/password-managersExternal Link 

 
 5. Watch out for fake emails and texts asking for your info 

• Don't click on suspicious links or attachments and never 

respond to messages that ask for your personal or financial 

details. 

• More information:  

      https://takefive-stopfraud.org.uk/External Link 
 
 6. Always back up your most important data 

• Backing up your data means that if you fall victim to a cyber-

crime, you will not lose any of your personal data. 

• Safeguard your most important data, such as your photos 

and key documents, by backing them up to an external hard 

drive or a cloud-based storage system. 

• More information: https://www.ncsc.gov.uk/collection/top-tips

-for-staying-secure-online/always-back-up-your-most-

important-dataExternal Link 

 
 7. Secure your social media 

• Think about what you're posting, and who has access to it. 

• Have you configured the privacy options so that your online 
profile is only accessible to the people you want to see it? 

• Use privacy settings across social media platforms to man-
age your digital footprint. 

• More information: https://www.ncsc.gov.uk/guidance/social-

media-how-to-use-it-safely  

Protect Your World – how to prevent cyber crime 

Contact Citizens Advice 
for rapid help with online 

scams  
Citizens Advice has set up a new Scams 

Action service to help people who have 

been scammed or defrauded online, or 

think they might have been. 

Call a Scams Action specialist adviser on 0300 330 3003 if 

you want to report an online scam. You can also call us if 

you're acting on behalf of someone else who has been 

scammed. We'll let you know what to do next and give you 

support with any problems you might be facing. 

The Scams Action helpline is open Monday to Friday, 9 a.m. 

to 5 p.m. (closed on bank holidays). We don't charge for calls 

to the helpline but check with your telephone provider for their 

conditions. 

You can also use our "chat" service to talk to an adviser on 

the web. Chat is available from www.citizensadvice.org.uk 

Monday to Friday 9.00am to 5.00pm.  

For more guidance telephone Citizens Advice Consumer Ser-

vice on 03454 040506 or visit Citizens Advice during opening 

hours. Details of office locations are on 

 www.citizensadvice.org.uk/local/oxfordshire-south-vale 

http://www.dorchester-abbey.org.uk
mailto:friends@dorchester-abbey.org.uk
https://www.ncsc.gov.uk/collection/top-tips-for-staying-secure-online/use-a-strong-and-separate-password-for-email
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Statement from Cllr Ian Hudspeth, Leader Oxfordshire 

County Council 

The decision by the new Liberal/Green coalition at South 

Oxfordshire District Council (SODC) to defer endorsing the 

emerging Local Plan has serious implications for the Housing 

Infrastructure Fund (HIF) bid which would provide £218 million 

of vital infrastructure for the Didcot area.   

The preferred options of the coalition at the council meeting on 

18 July were to either revise or withdraw the emerging Local 

Plan although a decision was deferred. Should either of these 

options be taken then the probable outcome is the collapse of 

the HIF bid with the consequent severe impact on the Didcot 

area infrastructure. This would then probably mean South’s 

existing Local Plan would come under pressure and large-

scale speculative planning applications might come forward on 

inappropriate sites. Neighbourhood Plans that many town and 

parish councils have spent time working on will continue to 

provide some protection, but there is a real danger that developers 

might seek to exploit the situation as there would be no new 

Local Plan for Neighbourhood Plans to align with.  

Problems are not confined to SODC; if there is no HIF then the 

Vale Local Plan could also fail. 

This could mean that within months of new administrations in 

South & Vale taking office, both Local Plans might fail due to 

the loss of £218 million for vital infrastructure in Didcot. A further 

consequence could then be the failure of the £215 million 

Growth Deal which contains £60 million for much needed 

affordable homes.  

The only way to protect both Local Plans and deliver £433 

million funding for Oxfordshire is for SODC to confirm it will not 

withdraw the emerging Local Plan but will satisfy its ambitions 

by seeking a review at an appropriate time in the future. 

Residents group Bachport defend the Green 

Belt for a second time 

There can be few local residents who are unaware 

of the highly visible campaign that has been waged against 

Hills Quarries attempts to extract sand and gravel between 

Clifton Hampden and Culham over a huge stretch of land running 

down to the river. A first application to the County Council was 

rejected by the Planning Committee two years ago. But the 

company came forward with a second very similar application 

which was heard on 15 July 2019. I was delighted to be able to 

speak at the meeting for BACHPORT (Burcot and Clifton 

Hampden Protection of the River Thames) because I am 

concerned about the impact on the already congested road 

network of 100 gravel lorries per day, and the safety implica-

tions for pedestrians and school children in Clifton Hampden.  

This area faces an uncertain future currently, with plans for a 

badly needed new river crossing and road up from Didcot and 

a bypass for Clifton Hampden, and potential housing development 

between the Europa School and the Science Centre.  

Culham and Clifton Hampden Primary Schools 

to merge 

Informal consultation has been taking place into merging Culham 

Parochial Primary School and Clifton Hampden CE Primary 

School.  Sadly, after all the efforts that were made to save the 

school some years ago, the numbers have been dwindling and 

have now reached the critical level of under 30.  

A statutory notice will be served by mid September, and a public 

meeting will be held towards the end of the month. Represen-

tations can be made until mid October. So far, 18 children will 

transfer, who can be accommodated at Clifton Hampden, 

following some minor internal works to make better use of 

space. The County Council is arranging transport for these 

children. 

More charging points to support electric  

vehicles 

The electric car revolution is set to continue in 

Oxfordshire thanks to a successful county council bid for a 

slice of a £37m government fund. Oxfordshire is set to host 

two major initiatives to provide more charging points for electric 

vehicles (EVs) across the county. 

The projects have been awarded funding from Innovate UK as 

part of the government’s £37 million investment into British 

engineering to transform electric charging infrastructure, 

revolutionising the experience for the record levels of EV drivers 

on UK roads. 

Park and Charge will see up to 300 chargers installed in 

residential ‘charging hubs’ using car parks located in residential 

areas where properties don’t have their own off-street parking. 

Free school transport for disabled young  

people is retained 

Young people with special education needs and 

disabilities will continue to be funded by Oxfordshire County 

Council, following a decision by Cabinet members on Tuesday, 

16 July. 

A cross-party group of councillors reviewed the service for 

students with special educational needs or disabilities (SEND) 

aged 16 or older to find savings needed by the council in 

response to reduced government funding.  

The council has worked with 14 SEND schools to identify the 

necessary £300,000 of savings for post-16 home to school 

transport; removing any current need to change existing SEND 

free transport arrangements. A separate fund has also been 

created to provide transport for children to go to after-school 

activities. 
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STEVE WILKINSON & SON 
Est 1990 

Property maintenance in 

Dorchester area 

Painting: Interior and Exterior,  

Plastering, Stonework, 

Patios, Repointing brick & stone, 

Fencing. 

Telephone: 01865 891554 

Mobile: 07885 538514 



                                                                                                                   25                                                  Dorchester News        October 2019 

 

    From your MP… 

                   ...John Howell 
 

I am writing this letter in the second week of September at a 

time when we have seen some extraordinary events in the 

House. I wrote last month about the disenchantment that some 

people have with the behaviour of some politicians and added 

my own ongoing disapproval. The House of Commons Chamber is 

a lively place, where Members on all sides often feel passionately 

about the issues being discussed. While there can often be a 

reasonable amount of noise, there are longstanding procedures 

in place to ensure the chamber remains respectful. However, 

the way in which some senior colleagues have behaved of late 

is not befitting of the high office that they hold, and I share the 

disapproval on this. Some behaviour has been insulting to 

colleagues and is far from the usual respectful way in which the 

business of the House operates. I am also dismayed at the 

recent behaviour of the Speaker which again is unprecedented. 

The Speaker should be politically impartial, and a key task is to 

maintain orderly debate in the Chamber. The habit of the current 

Speaker of insulting MPs has not set a good example. Both in 

the House and outside I have always maintained that people 

should be able to disagree without resorting to personal insult 

and abuse. We are all human and none of us gets it right all of 

the time but I am pleased when I can have robust discussion 

with constituents where we disagree but find no need to be rude 

to one another.  

One of the problems with recent debate is the way in which 

people of different sides of the argument have been labelled 

and stereotyped. This is true both inside and outside of the 

House. I know from letters and emails sent to me that there are 

many complexities to views held and reasons for retaining or 

relinquishing our membership of the EU. There are many gracious 

people who seek to understand the view of others and indeed 

there are those who will only listen to voices which speak the 

same view as them. Even the Archbishop of Canterbury was 

caught up in a problem with language when he said ‘We have to 

take seriously the fact that the majority voted Leave. We may 

not like it, but that is democracy; and that means we have to 

stop whingeing about it and do something about reuniting the 

country.’ When criticised for the words ’stop whingeing’ he 

apologised and said ‘What I was aiming to say was that in this 

political situation, just talking in increasingly hostile language 

does us no good. Nor is it helpful to only look backwards.’ I 

think this is a constructive reflection from the Archbishop.  

Over the summer period I spent quite a bit of time knocking on 

doors in various communities across the constituency simply to 

get a feel for the national, international and local issues that 

were on people’s minds. In this period of prorogation I will continue 

with this as well as pursuing a programme of local meetings 

which would normally happen in the conference recess which 

usually happens at this time. I look forward to the opportunity for 

many more conversations.  

My office remains open during this period and I am still able to 

raise issues with Ministers and government departments as 

appropriate. If you have an issue that you would like to raise 

with me please do email me at howelljm@parliament.uk, phone 

on 0207 219 6676 or 01491 613072 or write to me at the House 

of Commons (House of Commons, London, SW1A 0AA) or my 

constituency office (PO Box 84, Watlington, OX49 5XD).  

If you would like to receive my periodic electronic newsletters, 

and briefings on specific issues, please visit my website 

www.johnhowell.org.uk and subscribe at the link on the home 

page. You will also find more about my work on my website 

which is regularly updated. For those who use Facebook you can 

follow me at www.facebook.com/JohnHowellOxfordshire or on 

twitter @JHowellUK   
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Tuesday, 22nd October 7.00pm  NT Live: A Midsum-
mer Night’s Dream 
Tickets £15 (adults), £12.50 (seniors), £10 (under 18s) 
From the Bridge Theatre in London, filmed in front of an 
audience 
A feuding fairy King and Queen of the forest cross paths with 
four runaway lovers and a troupe of actors trying to rehearse 
a play.  
 
Thursday, 24 October Royal Opera: Don Pasquale 
Tickets £15 (adults), £12.50 (seniors), £10 (under 18s) 
Live screening from the Royal Opera House, Covent Garden. 
Sung in Italian with English surtitles. 
Royal Opera favourite Bryn Terfel heads the cast for this new 
production of Donizetti’s comedy of domestic drama across 
two generations. The witty story of a middle-aged man 
whose supposed young wife runs rings around him – with her 
own ulterior romantic purpose in mind – has long delighted 
and surprised audiences, not least as presented with the 
sparkle of its music and the virtuoso skill of its performers.  

October 

Wed 2 Ella Fitzgerald: Just One of Those Things (PG)  

Thurs 3 Scarborough (15)  

Wed 23 Downton Abbey (PG) 

Fri 25 Downton Abbey (PG) 

Sat 26 Downton Abbey (PG) 

Mon 28 Sorry Angel (15) 

Tues 29 Judy (12A)  

Wed 30 Judy (12A)  

Thurs 31 Judy (12A)  

Cinema: All regular performances start at 7.30pm unless  
otherwise stated.  
Tickets £8 for adults, £5 for under 15 unless otherwise stated. 
Please look on www.cornexchange.org.uk for further updates 
on screenings  

LIVE SHOWS 

Friday 4 October 8.00pm 
Croft and Pearce Comedy Show 
Tickets £12 
This fabulous duo is back again in Wallingford. Book soon to 
avoid disappointment. They're sure to entertain as they have 
the last few occasions. 
 

Wednesday, 16 October to Saturday, 19 October, 7:45pm 
Sinodun Players present Blood Wedding by Federico Garcia 
Lorca 
See right. 
 
LIVE SCREENINGS 

Tuesday, 1 October 7.00pm  NT Live: One Man, 
Two Guvnors 
Tickets £15 (adults), £12.50 (seniors), £10 (under 18s) 
Pre-recorded in 2011, the hit play by Richard Bean, based 
on ‘The Servant of Two Masters’ by Carlo Goldoni, starring 
James Corden 
Featuring a Tony Award-winning performance from host of 
the The Late Late Show, James Corden, the hilarious West 
End and Broadway hit One Man, Two Guvnors returns to 
cinemas to mark National Theatre Live’s 10th birthday.  
 
Monday, 21 October 7.00pm  Royal Opera: Don 
Giovanni 
Tickets £15 (adults), £12.50 (seniors), £10 (under 18s) 
Delayed live screening from the Royal Opera House, Covent 
Garden. Sung in Italian with English surtitles. 
Kasper Holten’s 2014 production for The Royal Opera casts 
Don Giovanni as an artist who thrives on an audience enticed 
by his creative gifts.  
 

Blood Wedding  
Sinodun Players present Federico Garcia Lorca's 1932  
emotional tale of family animosity 
Tickets £12 
Blood Wedding is based on the true story of a passionate and 
repressed love affair, where the concept of human fatality is 
inevitable.  

‘Knives, knives. Cursed be all knives and the scoundrel who 
invented them.’ 

It is a tragedy that plays out the conflict between individual 
wishes and societal decrees and laws; The play focuses on a 
woman and the two men who love her - their tragedy is the 
tragedy of love missed. 

When: 17 – 19 October 
Where: Corn Exchange, Wallingford 
Tickets: Corn Exchange box office 01491 825000  
http://www.cornexchange.org.uk/whats-on/blood-wedding/  

http://www.cornexchange.org.uk/whats-on/blood-wedding/
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Advertising in  
Dorchester News 

Costs per issue are for an eighth of a page £11.75 mono, £12.75 
colour; quarter page £23.50 mono, £25.50 colour; half page £35.25 
mono, £38.50 colour and full page £47.00 mono, £51.00 colour.  
There are ten issues per year. 
 
Please send artwork to  
dorchesternews@dorchesteronthames.co.uk  
one week before the deadline for editorial copy given on page 2. 
 
One-time adverts, please send a cheque, payable to ‘Dorchester Ab-
bey PCC’, to  
Nick Forman,  
Willoughby House,  
73 High Street,  
Dorchester-on-Thames,  
OX10 7HN.  

Dorchester Window Cleaning Service 
We provide a friendly reliable service every 5-6 weeks.   

Free quote—no obligation.  Est 1990 

Contact Craig Taylor 

Tel: 01235 512881.  Mob: 07778 661548 

www.elitewindowcleaningservice.com 
 

A bill can be left for postal payment if you are not home. 

Online payment also welcome. 

Other services include: Conservatory roof cleaning; Fascia 

cleaning; Gutters unblocked & cleaned out. 

Bell Motors 
Behind H Cafe at the Berinsfield roundabout 

 
MOT’s while you wait 

£15 discount on MOT’s when you quote this advert 

 

 On site MOT bay and Workshops. 

All makes and models catered for 
Need a service give us a call. 

 

Electronic diagnostics:~ engine management, ABS, air bags all 
undertaken. 

Need a SERVICE. (10 % discount when you quote this advert) 
We supply and fit exhausts, brakes, batteries  

We will carry out any MOT work required. (tyres and air con 
please call for quote)  

 

Free collection of your vehicle,  
or we will take you home and collect you upon completion. 

 

We will come out for breakdowns/recovery as needed. 
Welding, you break it we will try and repair it, and not just your 

car!! 
Garden machinery not starting we may be able to help? 

All credit and debit cards welcome. 
 

MOT`s   01865  341039 

WORKSHOP   01865  341155 

MOBILE   07931970392 
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'The Bronze Age and Iron 
Age in Wallingford: the re-

sults of excavations at Slade 
End Farm' 

This latest talk at The Wallingford Historical and Archaeological 

Society (TWHAS) will be by Gerry Thacker of Oxford Archaeology. 

The talk will focus on the proposed Slade End Farm housing 

development in Wallingford, which covers some 20 hectares 

This site was unusual for the Thames Valley, in that Roman 

archaeology was almost entirely absent. The presentation will 

discuss the prehistoric remains, with some attempt to place 

these within the wider landscape, especially in regard to previous 

investigations around the town.  

Our previous talk about the Winterbrook excavation will be 

briefly discussed to describe some of the findings from that site 

and how they relate to Slade End Farm. 

Gerry Thacker has worked for Oxford Archaeology for some 20 

years, and is a Senior Project Manager specialising in running 

large scale rural excavations throughout the Thames Valley 

and beyond - although he has dabbled in everything from the 

Upper Palaeolithic through to industrial era sites. 

This talk will be held on Wednesday 9 Oct, 7.45 for 8.00pm, at 

St Mary’s Church, Wallingford.  

Visitors (£4) are most welcome. 

Katharine Keats-Rohan 

www.twhas.org.uk 

Wallingford U3A 
2 October. Dr Martin Holmes an Oxford historian whose visits 

are eagerly awaited will return by popular request, this time to 

speak on ‘John Major - A reputation revised.’  Dr Holmes is 

brilliant, entertaining and breathtakingly knowledgeable . He 

takes few prisoners. Relevant always, his views should, at the 

moment, be especially interesting. 

6 October: we are off to Cornwall for our annual holiday.  

Our Sunday Lunch Group is reconvening now it is autumn. 

We meet in local pubs. It is like a family lunch: but no two year 

olds, no teenagers and no washing up. For more information 

phone Lee on 01491 838478. 

30 November: we are booked to see Singin’ in the Rain at 

Sonning Mill. Lunch and the Matinee. This is always a popular 

outing.  

Meetings are at 2.00pm on the first Wednesday of each month 

in Crowmarsh Village Hall. Visitors are always welcome for the 

talk, tea and biscuits and the chance to meet and chat to people, 

about the talk or anything else. Come and join us. 

For more information please visit our website 

 u3asites.org.uk/Wallingford or phone Jill on 01491 835994 

A Night at the  
Museum 

Wallingford Museum will 

have a special one-off 

evening opening at half price (Adults 

£2.50, accompanied children free as 

usual), on Friday 25 Oct (6.00pm to 9.00pm) offering a 

chance to see our current exhibitions and also take a look 

'behind the scenes' at a time when we are usually closed.  You 

can also find out more about how the museum is run and what 

opportunities there are to join the team of volunteers! 

Stu Darby 

www.wallingfordmuseum.org.uk 

What’s on in Wallingford 

Wallingford Flower Club 
Wednesday 9 October  

Doors Open 7.00pm for 7.45pm At Crowmarsh Village Hall, 

Benson Lane, Crowmarsh OX10 8ED  

‘Inspiration from Covent Garden Academy of Flowers’  
demonstrated by Stephanie Peniket 

Visitors £5 

For further information Phone 01491 834303 

Wallingford Gardening Club 
Thursday 10 October  

Annabelle Padwick is the founder of the Life at No.27, 

National Growing for Wellbeing Week and until recently, was a 

Wallingford allotment holder. Annabelle is also proud to be an 

Ambassador for Thrive, the UK National Charity that changes 

life through gardening. She is now a successful horticultural 

therapist, freelance writer, speaker and radio personality, 

promoting the magic of gardening and inspiring more people 

particularly the younger generation to put down their phones 

and pick up a spade! 

7:30 pm at Ridgeway Community Centre, Wood Street, 

Wallingford OX10 0BD. For more details please either email  

gardenswallingford@gmail.com  or visit www.wallingford-

gardening-club.com or ring Aleck on 07734 889 717. 

Your  last chance to see... 
There is a last chance to see this year’s special  

exhibition 'Once upon a time…’ - the changing 

face of Wallingford at Wallingford Museum, as 

the Museum closes for the winter on 30 November, to prepare 

for new presentations in 2020. 

This exhibition is about how we connect with times past by 

exploring Wallingford's history and archaeology. Wherever we 

live, the familiar surroundings of our houses, our streets and 

our town, can remind us of the people that came before us, 

their work and their lives shaping our present and our future. 

In this engaging journey of discovery throughout the museum, 

you’ll be invited to share any local knowledge you may have 

and to reminisce about your own history. The exhibition runs 

throughout the museum, with a sheet to guide people round. 

There are 'hands on' things for children - a 'Family Friendly' 

experience. 

The Museum is open until 30 November on Tuesdays to Fridays 

2.00pm - 5.00pm, and Saturdays 10.30am - 5.00pm.  

Judy Dewey 

www.wallingfordmuseum.org.uk 

mailto:gardenswallingford@gmail.com
http://www.wallingford-gardening-club.com
http://www.wallingford-gardening-club.com
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Parish Registers 
Baptism 

25 Aug Enya Rose Fine  

 

Marriage 

17 Aug David Lupton and  

Katherine Launder  

23 Aug  Ian Marshall and Zara Allmond 

Monday Tai Chi 

2.00pm 

Village Hall 

Fishmonger  

3.30pm  by War  

Memorial  (page 18)  

Tuesday Coffee in the Abbey 

10.30am-12noon 

Bellringing Practice 

7.30pm  Abbey  

Wednesday Holy Communion at  

Berinsfield Church 

9.30am 

Keep Fit Senior Circuits 

10.00am 

Village Hall 

Mobile Post Office 

10.30am 

Outside Co-op 

Friday Choir Practice 

7.00pm Abbey  

Regular events also appear in the Parish 

Council’s website:      

www.dorchesteronthames.co.uk 

Wed 

23 Oct 

Lunch Club 

12.30pm 

Village Hall 

 

DoT Historical Society 

Prof Malcolm Airs on: 

‘William and Jessie MacFarlane  

and their Mission for Dorchester’ 

7.30pm 

Village Hall 

Sun  

27 Oct 

Last after Trinity 

8.00 am   

Holy Communion (1662)  

(Canon Sue Booys)  
 

10.30am  

Sung Eucharist 

Tues 

29 Oct 

DADS 

Play reading 

A Lady Mislaid by Kenneth Horne 

7.30pm 

Village Hall 

For details of services at St Birinus RC 

Church  go to: www.stbirinus.co.uk  

Wed 

2 Oct 

Chiropodist 

Village Hall (see p18) 

Sat  

5 Oct 

Apple Pressing and Barn Dance 

Apple pressing from 4.30pm 

Barn Dancing 5.30 pm 

BBQ 6.30pm 

Dorchester Abbey 

Sun  

6 Oct 

Trinity 16 

8.00am      

Holy Communion (1662)  

(Revd  Rachel Carnegie)  
 

10.30am 

Morning Service Harvest  

Tues 

8 Oct 

10.15am 

Short Communion 

Wed 

9 Oct 

Lunch Club 

12.30pm 

Village Hall 

 

Parish Council Meeting 

7.30pm 

Village Hall 

Thurs 

10 Oct 

Thursday Tea Club 

3.00pm 

Village Hall 

Sat 

12 Oct 

Concert 

OSJ 

7.30pm 

Dorchester Abbey 

Sun 

13 Oct 

Trinity 17 

8.00am      

Holy Communion (1662)  

(Revd David Haylett)  
 

10.30am 

Sung Eucharist 

Church services in Dorchester Abbey appear 
in red.  More details can be found at: 

www.dorchester-abbey.org.uk 

Wed 

16 Oct 

Chiropodist 

Village Hall (see p18) 

 

Culham Horticultural Society 

The Art of a Flower Border  

by Mat Reese 

7.30pm 

Abbey Guest House 

Thurs 

17 Oct 

 

 

Classic Car Show,  

1.00-4.00pm 

George Hotel 

 

Earth Trust 

River of Life II 

3.00pm to 7.00pm 

Village Hall 

Fri 

18 Oct 

 

St Frideswide Pilgrimage 

11.00am 

Dorchester Abbey 

Sun 

20 Oct 

Trinity 18 

8.00 am      

Holy Communion (1662)  

(Revd Jennifer Morton) 
 

10.30am 

Family Service 

 

5.00pm 

Choral Evensong 

Clocks go back 

It’s apple bobbing time 



                                                                                                                   31                                                  Dorchester News        October 2019 

 

Contacting the police 
To report a non-emergency crime, or to give 
information to Thames Valley Police, call 101. 
Alternatively, call Crimestoppers anonymously on 
0800 555111. In the event of an emergency dial 
999. 

 
Health Services 

Direct Line to Urgent  
Local Health Services 

Dial 111 to access urgent local NHS health care 
services. Where possible, they will book you an 
appointment or transfer you to the people you need to 
speak to or send an ambulance if they think you need 
one.  For non-urgent health needs you should contact 
your GP in the usual way. 

 
Minor Injuries 

The Minor Injuries Unit at Abingdon Hospital, 
Marcham Road, daily from 10.00 am to 10.30 pm: 
01865 903476. 
 

A&E 
The nearest A&E units are at the John Radcliffe 
Hospital in Oxford (01865 741166) and the Royal 
Berkshire in Reading (01183 225111) 
 

Surgeries 
Berinsfield Health Centre:  01865 340558 

Clifton Hampden:   01865 407888 
Millstream Benson:  01491 838286 

Room Hire 
Abbey Guest House Bookings 

To hire the Abbey Guest House for private functions, 
meetings, exhibitions, etc, contact Kate Herbert on 
01865 340007, 
email admin2@dorchester-abbey.org.uk  
 

Hire of Dorchester Village Hall 
To hire our Village Hall, contact Kate Harris 
bookings@dotvh.org.uk  
or telephone 01865 689452.  
Please telephone at least 24 hours in advance to 
arrange collection of the key. 
 

Faults and Complaints 
Street lighting  

Report any problems with a street light to 0800 
317802, available 24 hours a day. Callers will be 
asked for the address of the site and the nature of the 
fault. 
 

highways and footpaths 
Ring Oxfordshire Highways on 0845 3101111, 
available five days a week, with a 24-hour answering 

facility. Complaints can also be sent via e-mail to 
 southernarea@oxfordshire.gov.uk. 
 

Blocked Drains 
Ring Thames Water for blocked drains on 0800 316 
9800. Callers will be asked for the postcode of the 
address where the drains are blocked. 
 

Refuse collection 
If your rubbish is not collected on the due date  contact 
the contractor direct. Call 03000 610610 and the 
website:  www.morerecyling.co.uk  
 

Berinsfield Library 
Green Furlong, Berinsfield 01865 340771 
Free Internet access. DVDs can be ordered. 

Opening hours 
Mon - closed  
Tues, Wed, Fri 10.00am –12.30pm 
Tues 2.00–7.00pm  
Weds, Thurs 2.00–5.30pm 
Fri 2.00–5.00pm  
Sat 10.00am – 12.30pm 
 

Mobile Post Office 
The Mobile Post office stops outside the Co-op every 
Wednesday between 10.30 and 11.30 am 
 

 
 

 
 

Animal Welfare 
RSPCA (wildlife): 0300 123 0206 
St Tiggywinkles animal rescue: 01844  292292 
Swan Lifeline: 01753 859397 
 

Transport  
Dorchester Flyer 

The Dorchester Flyer  runs every Friday from 
Dorchester to Wallingford at 10.00am and  , 
returning at 12.00 noon.  Tickets must be 
bought from Lily’s in advance. 

 
Other Bus Services 

Services X38, X39 X40 go every 20 minutes 
from the bypass at the end of Drayton Road to 
Oxford and Wallingford. Information about bus 
services, both local and national, is available 
from www.traveline.info, and 0871 200 2233. 
 

Oxfordshire Travel Advice Line  
Free journey planning and advice for people 
over 65 and those needing a  high level of 
support whilst travelling.  01865 323738 
 

Age UK 
The UK’s largest charity working with older 

people For help and advice etc. go to   

www.ageuk.org.uk  

 

Wallingford Volunteer Centre 
WVC Volunteers provide help for the elderly, 

disabled or vulnerable, especially by giving lifts 

to medical appointments at hospitals in Oxford, 

Abingdon and Reading. You need to register 

as a client.  Contact the Centre for more 

information. 01491 836345 

 www.wallingford.volunteercentre@gmail.com 

 
 
 

Contacting the Parish Council 
The Parish Clerk is Geoffrey Russell of The 
Pigeons (next to The Fleur de Lys), High 
Street, Dorchester on Thames OX10 7HH; 
07745 311439 (during normal office hours, 
please, unless an emergency); 
 parishclerk@dorchesteronthames.co.uk.  

Useful Contacts 
Anglican Priest  
Dorchester Rectory 
Revd. Canon Sue Booys  
01865 340007 
 

Education Officer 
Margaret Craig  
01865 343164 
education@dorchester-abbey.org.uk 
 

Abbey E-mail:  
admin@dorchester-abbey.org.uk 
Contact details for Church Wardens and other 
Abbey information are on the notice board in 
the Abbey. 
 

Abbey Website  
www.dorchester-abbey.org.uk 
 

Village Website 
www.dorchesteronthames.co.uk 
 

Roman Catholic Priest  
The Presbytery 
Fr. John Osman  
Bridge End 
01865 340417 
www.stbirinus.co.uk 
 

Dorchester Abbey Museum E-mail 
museum@dorchester-abbey.org.uk 

Index of advertisers 

Refuse  Collections 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Weekdays from 7.00am 
Weekly: food waste (in bio-
degradable starch-based bag or 
wrapped in newspaper, in green 
caddy). 
 
The recycling centre at Oakley 
Wood (off the A4130) is 
open.8.00am – 5.00pm seven 
days a week.  
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