Finding out about Dorchester Abbey

The Cloister Gallery (KS1/2)

Stand quietly in the Cloister Gallery and look, listen, think and feel.
Think of 3 or 4 words to describe the building and the atmosphere.     ……………………………………………………….

PLEASE FEEL FREE TO TOUCH THE STONES IN THE DISPLAY
   Look at the floor.  Feel it.  What is it made of ?

    Now do the same for the ceiling. (You could feel the shutters instead if you can’t reach the ceiling!)

Look at the stone wall behind the display (but don’t try to touch it!)  This wall was built nearly 900 years ago as the first part of the Abbey. Some of the wall (just behind the first display) is even older as it was part of an earlier Saxon church which had been built on this site. You might be able to see the shadow of a Saxon arch above the first display board.
Look at the outside wall. Why is this wall made of shutters ?  …………………………………………………………………….
This Cloister Gallery is new but it was built using the same techniques as the monks would have used in the C 12th.

Can you find 2 ways of holding pieces of wood together   ?    ………………………………………………………..

Estimate the length of the Gallery. …………………………

What do you think the 2 large stone containers were used for ? ………………………………….      Do you fit inside ?   

Look at the IF STONES COULD SPEAK board. 

i) What wood has been used to make the Cloister Gallery ?

ii) Look at the plan of the Abbey. The “You are here sign” shows you where the Cloister Gallery is. 

Try to imagine another 3 sides like this (without the display!) forming a square around the Cloister Garth (garden). These cloisters would have been the centre of the medieval monastery.

What would the monks have used the cloisters for ? ………………………………………………………………..

Would you like to have been a monk in the cloisters ?
Other things you might like to do:

1. Look at the stained glass roundel (at the far end) and read the beginning of the Rule of St. Augustine, which the Dorchester Abbey monks would have followed.

2. Have a look at the old door (just by the exit). Look at the shape of the arch and the decoration on the pillars. These are beautiful examples of the Romanesque (Norman) style of architecture. Compare the top of this door with the top of the door back into the Abbey.

3. Write a poem about the Cloister Gallery as it is today, or was in the past.

4. Draw a quick sketch of all or part of the Cloister Gallery.

5. Go outside and look at the cloisters from the garth (garden).

6. Do the worksheet about the stones in the Gallery.

