Finding out about Dorchester Abbey

The Cloister Gallery Display (KS1/2)
The stones in the Gallery were all once part of Dorchester Abbey. By looking at them we can tell when they were carved and what the Abbey would have looked like.

PLEASE TOUCH THE STONES IN THE DISPLAY IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO.

As you go into the Gallery look at the door on your right.

Look at the top of the doorway and the pillars.

Draw a picture of this doorway.

All of the windows, doorways and arches would have looked like this when the first part of the Abbey was built.

The stones in the displays show the different patterns that were used as decoration. What patterns can you see ?

Draw some if you have time.

Styles of building changed in the 200 years it took to build the Abbey.

Have a look at the doorway back into the Abbey.

Look at the top of the doorway and the pillars. What is different from the first doorway you drew ?

Draw a picture of this doorway.

In the Abbey you can see round arches, pointed arches and pointed arches with lots of patterns inside them.  How many different arches can you see ?

